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HIS EOVAL HIOIISESS, 

ALBERT EDWARD, 

PEINCE pF WALES, K.G. 



^^™ Et your gracious pemiis&ion, I dedicate to you the I 
"' present edition of the Complete Works of MiCHAELl 

Je Drayton, now first collected. 

7j Dbayton was not only a great Poet, but great 
many styles of Poetry; and one work of his may be 
pronounced unique. His Poly-Olbion is a wonder- 
ful description of that Happy Island, over which (at 
some distant day, we trust) you will, -in the course of 
Divine Providence, be called upon to exercise your , 
■way. 

The Author felt the greatness of his subject, aud ] 
esteeming it, aa it justly is, a work worthy to be laid I 
St the feet of a Prince, dedicated it to two of your j 
illustrious predecessors in your noblest title, theJ 
Pbinxes Henry and Charles of W-aj-es. 
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The Poet, however, little thought that the day Would 
aiiive when another Pkince of "Wales, in the person 
of Tour Eoyal Highsess, -would gracioufily accept 
hia work ; nor could he have dreamed that tlie realms 
■which you may be called upon to [rule far exceed the 
wildest visions of poet's brain, 

SIE, when you have visited that glorious empire to 

which you are now setting forth, may you return to 

if your hiith to find that amid all the vast 

' possessions of the BRITISH CRO^vM■ there is no spot 

where you are more loyally loved and revered than the 

Hafpv Island which Michael Deayton has so faith- 

, fully depicted. 

Youi' Koyal Highneas'a 

Most faithful and devoted servant, 

ElCHAHD HopPER. 

Upton, Bkbbh, 
Sfplember, 1876. 





ADVEKTISEMENT. 

HE Editor feels that an apology is due, not only 

to the public, but to the publisher and printer, 

for the delay in the production of this work. 

He trusts, however, that the present three volumes will 

prove with what care and accuracy the Edition is being 

prepared. 



Upton, Be&ks, 
Sfpteniber, 1875. 
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|R^a]OLDSinTH, in hia "Citizen of the Worlii," 
r^pS makes the Chinese Philosopher visit Weat- 1 
'^ ™ ■' minster Abbey. "As we walked along to &■ 
particular part of the temple, ' there,' saya the gentleman I 
(his guide) pointing with his finger, 'that is the Poeta'f 
Corner; there you see the monuments of ShakespeaPB^a 
and Milton, and Prior, and Drattos.' 'DraytoN,' J I 
replied, 'I never heard of him before, but I have been| 
told of one Pope, is he there V " ■ 

A recent eminent writer -f- baa inferred from this thrf I 
the fame of Drayton had sunk so low that he was com- I 
paratively unknown, or at least that he was unknown to ' 
Goldsmith. But Goldsmith, though a charming writsif 
was very ignorant of our older literature. In fact, in 
Goldsmith's time, the star of Pope was in the ascendant, 
end that alone was considered poetry which had the 
ring and epigrammatic smoothness of the school of the 
writers of the Augustan age, as the days of Queen Anne 
have been styled. The elder Disraeli has observed J 
' Citizen of tho World, vol. i. p. M, od. 1763 (the Ui). 
■\ Deau Stanley. t Amuutiea of litaratura. 
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ik " I>r. Johusou aD(l the critics of liis day were wholly 

ttci]iuiDtcd with the Fathers of our poettj ;" and no 

ttar proof c&u he given of Joltnsou's vitiated taste 

Ami tlMt be jirefeired the miserable (and now deservedly 

M|j|leotcd) translation of Tasso by Hoole ("a gentleman 

L |M))^kuowu and long-esteemed in the India House," aa 

I Iw c*ll8 him) to that by Edward Fairfax, which ia con- 

f (lua of the finest -versions in the English Ian- 

Nor was the ignorance of Drayton's merits con- 

iiwl to Goldsmith and Ms contemporaries. 

TIhj writer of the article ' Drayton' in Aikin'a General 

1 3&^^phy (which Mr. Gifford styles " a worthless com- 

^ud") mentions that the poet's worka were re- 

iuUxl in folio and 4 vols. Svo, in 1748 — 53, and 

ixi^rasses his opinion that they were not worth republi- 

That edition, it is true, fell still-bom from the 

, but probably from its incompleteness and inac- 

Wracy. Yet Mr. Disraeli, no mean authority, says 

R* lliu.vtoii is worthy of a complete edition of his works."* 

) luei'it, too, 13 now generally acknowledged, and he 

ItekM B. conspicuous stand amongst that "race of giants" 

lytio clustered round the towering figure of Shakespeare. 

I U probable that much of the neglect of his works 

KfHff ^ attributed to their great extent, and that had he 

irrittt'n less he would have been better known; and 

mguu, as many of his poems are historical, they are 

|^|r to be of less interest to the general reader. It 

• Amenities of Literature. 
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cannot "be denied alao that his diction is somewlmt in^ 
volved, and his works require attention and latud^^ But 
tlie same may be said of many of his contemporaries. 
Some of his lighter efforts are exquisite, and he has 
written in so many styles that the possessor of Ms works 
has a continual source of enjoyment. " The merits of 
Drayton as a poet are very great. His historical poems 
have about them a heavy magnificence, the most gor- 
geous images^juid the boldest descriptions follow in 
stately array, clothed in well-turn ea and appropriate 
verse, but unfortunately the obscurit y of dicti on renders 
them unattractive. * * * • Drayton has left one 
work which, in its way, has never been surpassed — a 
short fairy poem called, 'Nymphidia.' A more elfin 
work than this could not be penned : the author 
has contrived to throw himself into the feelings of 
the diminutive beings whom he represents. His de- 
scription of hebncts made of beetles, ear-wigs being 
used as chargers, and other oddities of a like nature, dis- 
play the very highest powers of fancy : a LiUiputian air 
breathes through the whole performance. Had Drayton 
written nothing but ' Nymphidia,' he would deserve im- 
mortality." * 

It may he thought that I savom- too much of the ad- 
vocate in pleading the cause of the author whose 
works I am anxious to re-introduce to the reader, if I 

^esa my opinion that Drayton is undoubtedly one o 
* Engliah Cyoloptedia, Art. "DrBftaD," 



f 



■Ki INTRODUCTION. 

the greatest poets of tlie Elizabethan or any period, bnt 
I shall fortify my opinion by that of two writers whose 
knowledge of early English literature is entitled to our 
highest respect. 

Mr. Payne Collier, in a very heautifiil edition of some 
of Drayton's earlier poems, printed for the Roxburghe 
Club in 1856, puts Shakespeare entirely out of tlie ques- 
tion, in considering the rank that the poets of Elizabe- 
than times are entitled to Lold with reference to each 
other. The same pre-eminence, he thinks, is due to 
Spenser, though oa differeat grounds ; and Ben Jonson's 
claims to admiration for strength of thought, vigour of 
expression, and learning, can hardly be disputed. With 
these exceptions, Mr. Collier enquires what place Michael 
Drayton occupies among the secondary poets when he 
lived. " At the head of these," he says, " he haa un- 
questionably the right to stand. He is inferior to Daniel 
in smoothness of versification, and, perhaps, in grace of 
expression, but he much exceeds him in originality of 
oonception, and in force and variety of style. Drayton 
lias written ill in no speciea of poetical composition, and 
lie has written well in most. He tried many, and he 

I excelled, more or less, in all he tried." 

' I think this a fair estimate of our poet's merits, though 
I am inclined to question his inferiority, aa a foet, to 
Ben Jonson. 

The late Eev. Joseph IJunter, whose inestimable MS. 

L Collections on our Toets are now in the British Museum 
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(Addit MSS. 24,493), says :— " I see not why Dra; 

Bliould not now be placed, as he waa by his contem; 
raries, in the first class of English Poeta : not prii 
i/fiier pareSj^iixt he who produced auch beautiful Lyric 
Pastoral and Heroic poema, ought not to he placed oi 
in the second rank. One proof of his claim to this high 
distinction is, that while so many of hia contemporaries 
are foi^otten, and their works known only to the few 
antiquaries who cultivate tliia field of Uterature, the 
name of Drayton is still, like Shakespeare and Milton, 
a household word; his memory is kept alive by the 
popular voice, and few are they who have not been 
more or less delighted with his verse." I am afraid 
thaU the last sentence is a little overstrained. The 
"popular voice" is unfortunately, in many eases, vox et 
prcBterea nihil. People are unwilUng to betray their 
ignorance, and therefore use Draytou'a name, as many 
do Spenser's and Milton's, without much familiarity 
with his works. They are not, perhaps, quite so 
rant as Goldsmith's Chinese philosopher, as to 
" Drayton ! I never heard of hiTn before," hut I 
believe that the grand domain of Michael Drayton is e. 
terra iTWognita to multitudes who have heard his name. 
But there ate many reasons for this, Drayton'a works 
in their original editions are scarce and expensive, and 
the only pretended complete edition (that of the middle 
r the last century), besides its inaccuracy and unin- 
Uing form, is now only to be pui'chased at a. ■^e*.^ 
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^H price. They are to be found, it is true, in tlie laige 

^H collections of Chalmers and others, but such voluminous 

^H works are not in every one's librarj'. Nor is the text 

^^K in these eolleetions to be trusted. No poet ever altered 

^^P his works so frequently aa Drayton. Each succeeding 

edition (with but few exceptions) differed materially 

from its precursor. Nor were his second thoughts 

always the wisest. A thorough edition of Michael 

I.Drayton'a works, then, requires much painstaking col- 
lation, and indication of the poet's change of mind. 
.And such, if I am spared, "will be the form in which the 
present Complete Edition will appear. Of each of the 
works, however, which comprise the present volumes, 
there was published in tlie author's bfetime but one 
edition, so there were no variations to be noted. It was 
thought esjjedient to print the "Polyolbion" first, as 
'. the greatest, and best-kno^wn, of Drayton's works, and 
the "Harmony of the Chiorch" has been added as the 
^^ first production of his pen, at least as far as is known. 
^^L Of this latter little work the history is curious. Ac- 
^B| psrding to Mr. Payne Collier (Eoxbui^he Club, 1856), 
^^^on February Ist, 1591, the printer, Itichard Jones, 
^^Veitered it at Stationers' Hall : — 
^V "Primo Februarii [1590-1] 

Eichard Jones. Eutred for his Copie &c The Tri- 
umphea of the Churche, cooteyniug the spiiituaR songes 
and holie himnes of godlie men, Patriarkes and Pro- 
r.phettea 
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It is more than probable, says Mr. Collier, that 
thia date the work had passed through the press, bi 
perhaps the title-page had not been worked off, 
finally agreed on, for when it came out it was calif 
" The Harmonie, &c," In the books of the same Com- 
pany there is another memorandum of still more im- 
portance, dated in the same year, which proves that, for 
some reason or other not assigned, all the copies of the 
book bad been seized by public order ; that Bishop, tl 
Btationer, had bought them, with other works in 
aame predicament ; but that the Archbishop of Cant 
bury had issued his warrant for forty copies to be d< 
livered to him, and that they remained at Lamhel 
onder the care of Dr. Cosen. The note in the origi 
register runs thus : — 

[1591] 

" Whereas aU the seized Bookea mentioned in the las 
accompte before this, were sould this yere to Mr. Bysbo] 
Bo it remembered that fortye of them, being Harmoniea 
of the Cburche, rated at ijs le peace, were had from him 
by warranto of my lordea grace of Cautcrburie, and 
remayne at Lambithe with Mr. Doctor Cosen : and foti 
6ome other of the said bookes, the said Mr. Bishop 
paid mli as appeareth in the charge of this accompi 
Rud the residue remayne in the HaU to th' use of Ts 
rette James." 

" The hooka seized," adds Mr. Collier, " durin; 
year were sold, doabtless, to Bishop on the undertaki 
tbftt he should destroy them; but aa ■^^la^. \a ^ 
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GoUed " the k8t accompte before this" is not extant, it 
is impossible to asceTbaiti the character of the books 
B6ized with Drayton's. It will be seen that the Axch- 
bishop had forty copies—the rest probably were de- 
stroyed by Bishop and Yarrette James." 

Why it was destroyed does not appear, and what 
became of the Archbishop's copies, is equally unknown, 
with the exception of (ms, which is in George IIL'b 
Libi?ary in the British Museum, and had belonged to 
Arclibishop "WTiitgift From that unique copy 1&. 
Dyce printed his edition for the Percy Society, and 
Mr. CoUier Ms for the Eoxburghe Club. Drayton nevet 
reprinted it himself, either from tbe somewhat unin- 
telligible suppression just noticed, or that he did not 
deian it worthy of the later efforts of Ms muse. Nor is 
there — which is remarkable — any allusion in Ms sub- 
aequent works to tMs strttngling in the birth, aa it were, 
of his earliest production. He is ready enough to com- 
plain of ill-usage, especially in Ms advances to King 
James I., as may be seen in his Epistle to his friend 
George Sandys, the poet ; but nowhere do we find any 
reference to the suppression of tlie " Harmony of the 
ChurcL" As I shall discuss this question more at 
laige in my biography of the poet, I may merely men- 
tion that the existence of the book was probably .un- 
known till discovered by modern research, and its filSt 
re-pubhcation is due to the exertions of my late dear 
friend, the Kevereod Alexander Dyce. The veteiftB 
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Elizabethan scholar, Mr, Payne Collier, ■whose friendship 
I equally prize, followed in hia steps, and the present 
text is a careful collation of their labours with the 
Unique copy in the British Museum, the orthofjraphy 
only being modernized. It is the first time that the 
work has been puWia]ifld in a collected edition of 
Drayton's PoMns. ) 

On the " Pft ly-olb itm-*^ volume might be written, 
"' This extraordinary poem," says Mr, Disraeli,* " remains 
■without a parallel in the poetical annals of any people; 
and it may excite our curiosity to learn its origin. Thoj 
genealogy of poetry is often suspicious; but I thin 
we may derive the bu^th of the ' Poly-olbion ' from' 
Iceland's magnificent view of his designed work 
* Britain,' and that hint expanded by the ' Britannia ' of 
Camden', who inherited the mighty industry mtliout the 
poetical spirit of Leland: Deaytos embraced both. The 
' Poly-olbioD,' which is a stupendous work, is a chorQ-_ 
^phical de^ crJEJioj^ of gpjjland and Wales ; an amal- 
gamation of antiquarianism, of topography, and of his- 
toiy; materials not the most ductile for the creations 
of poetry. This poem is said to have the accuracy of a 
road-book ; and the poet has contributed some notices 
■which add to the topographic stores of Camden ; for this 
has our poet extorted an alius of commendation from 
auch a niggardly antiqnaiy aa Bishop Nicholson, who 
confesses that this work affords ' a much truer account 
* Amenities of Literature, 
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Iot this kingdom than coulil be ■well expected from tte 
pen of a poet' 

"The grand theme of tMs poet was Ms fatherland! 
The muae of Drayton passes by every town and tower; 
each tells some tale of ancieot glory, or of some ' worthy' 

I who muat never die. The local associations of legends 
and customs are animated hy the personifications of 
mountains and rivers ; and often, in some favourite 
scenery, he breaks forth with all the emotion of a tree 
poet The imaginative critic has described the excur- 
■ Bions of onr muse with responsive sjTopathy. ' He haS 
not,' says Lamb, ' left a riviilet so narrow that it may 
be stepped over, without lononrable mention, and has 
associated hills and streams with life and passion be- 
yond the dreams of old mythology.' 
"But the journey is long, and the conveyance may be 
tedious ; the reader, accustomed to the decasyllable or 
heroic verse, soon finds himself breathless among the 
"protracted and monotonous Alexandrines, unless he 
should reheve his ear from the incumbrance by resting 
on the caesura, and thus divide those extended lines by 
the alternate grace of a ballad-stanza."* 

Ellis, in liis " Specimens of the Early English Poets" 
I (vol. ii. p. 301, ed. 1801) says, "His Poly-olbion la cer- 
Itainly a wonderful work, exhibiting at once the learning 
L of an historian, an antiq^uaiy, a naturahst, and a geo- 

* From Drayton's pnnctutition, preserved in tJie present edition, 
, ' it will be Been that tlus was hia doaign. 
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ler, and emlTcUisIied "by the imagination "of 



poet." 

In the " Historical Essay," prefixed to the four- volume' 
edition of Drayton's Works in 1753, which la generally 
supposed to have been superintended by the antiquary 
'William Oldys, it is ohserved : — " It is not easy to con- 
ceive a harder task than that which our author imposed 
upon himself when he set about this undertaking ; and 
yet it would he full as great a difficulty to imagine aj 
thing of this kind brought to a higher degree of perfeol 
tion, Tliia will appear still more wonderful to thd 
<3ritical and learned reader, when he considers the timM 
jn which it was written, and how lew helps the anthoa 
had towards completing so vast a design, in comparison 
of what he might have had if he had lived iu later timaw 
The true way of judging of the merit of this book, is Sh 
compare it with Camden's celebrated work in prosen 
from whence it will appear how little Mr. Drayton boM 
rowed from others, and what infinite variety of curiooM 
facts he inserted from our old manuscript History, aofl 
how judiciously they are applied. We need not, thersJ 
fore, he surprised that not only writers next in point (n 
time, such as Weaver and Fidler, borrow from him "Sol 
largely, but the later anticLuaries, such as MusgravJ 
Kemiet, Wood, and Heame, cite him as a most authentic 
author." ■ 

It would be impossible no^w to trace the sources ofl 
Drayton's vast information, Tbat he was a mere oo^yv^ 
b-1 J 
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^^Vtof printed books we can hardly suppose, as the illna- 

^^B'trious Selden would scarcely have deigned to illustr^ 

j^^ the first eighteen songs with hia learned notes had the 

■mbJGct-matter appeared before. There is something 

specially nasty in Bishop Nicholson's sneer, "The first 

• eighteen of these songs had the honour to be published 
■with Mr. Selden'a Notes, the other twelve being hM^y 
capable of such a respect" Why Selden should not have 
continued his illustrations, one cannot say. Possibly 
the author was so dissatisfied with the slow sale of the 

(Pii'st Part, that he did not ask his friend to contribute 
more of his learned time to a work which had been so 
singularly neglected ; but the last twelve songs are fully 
equal in historical research and poetic beauty to their 
predecessors, 
Drayton had hoped, and very justly, that the nobles 
and gentlemen of England would have (to quote Mr. 
Disraeh) " felt a fihal interest in the tale of their fathers, 
commemorated in tliese poetic annals, and an honourable 
pride in their domains here so graphically pictured. 
But no voice, save those of a few melodious brothers, 
oheered the lonely lyrist, who had sung on every moun- 
tain, and whose verse had flowed with every river." 
Tliat the work was greatly neglected, and that the 
L author felt its neglect severely, may be seen by bia 
I Preface to the Second Part ; but had Drayton lived 
t Bome half century later, he would have seen that hia 
I lot was shared by one whose fame he might liiTniJi elf 
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fenvy. But there were consolations for the neglecte 
poet. In Professor Masson's hits charming voluni^J 
*' Drummond of Hawthomden," will be found a 
description of the friendship of Drayton and his Scottisl 
friend. In p. 80, amongst Drummond'a " Characters t 
Several Authors," we find : — " Drayton's Poly-olbion is 
one of the smoothest pieces I have seen in English, 
poetical and well-prosecuted ; there are some pieces in 
him I dare compare with the best Transmarine Poems, 
The 7th aong pleaseth me much ; the 12th is excellent; 
the 13th also (the discourse of hunting passeth witUj 
any poet) ; and the 18th, which is the last in this'e 
tion of 1614." Drummund's friendship with DraytffliiJ 
will fall more properly within the province of our I 
graphical notice, but we may allude to one or two c 
his letters. "I long," says he, "to see the rest of yourl 
Poly-olbion come forth, which is the only epic poem 
England, in my judgment, hath to be proud of ; to be the 
author of which I had rather have the praise than, t 
Aqninas said of one of the Fathers' commentaries, t 
have the seignory of Paris." It would appear tha^ 
Drayton was seeking an Edinburgh pubhsher for his 
Second Part, and he complains of the ill-usage he had 
received at the hfinds of the London booksellers. " How 
would I be overjoyed," saya Drummond, 
North onca honoured with your Works as before i 
was with Siiluey's.* Tliough it be barren of exccUenofl 

• The third edition.of Sidnej'B Areatlia was pvi\AiB\\c4 lA "? 
bnr^b in 1599. 



Qent; 

witU^^HJ 
I'edi^H 
nytcH^^^H 
' bio-^^H 
^0 o^^^l 

youz^^H 
Tioem ' 

the 



JNTBODUCTION. 

in itself, it can both love and admire the excellency 
of othtre." 

Oil the 14th of April, 1619, Drayton writea to Drumj- 

niiHid : — " I thank you, my dear sweet Drummond, for 

joiir good opinion of Poly-olbion. I have done twelve 

1)0>.ik3 more i that 13, from the ISth Book (which was 

ICent, if you note it) all the East parts, and North to 

I th« River Tweed ; but it lieth by me, for the booksellers 

I and I ftre on terms. They are a company of base knaves, 

I whom I both scorn and kick at." However, he had at 

len^h succeeded in getting a London publisher, and the 

I eouoluding Twelve Songs appeared in 1623, as the 

mder may see by the facsimile title to the Second Part 

I ill these volumes. 

Little more need be said of this truly great work, 
I w, as its author styles it^ " Herculean toil." The title 
may puzzle some readers. The Greek words poly- 
olbion mean very happy, and the allusion is to Albion, 
t. -which is supposed by some writers, (but erroneously) 
) be derived from Olbion, happy. Drayton, how- 
iver, probably meant it as a punning allusion to 
Ubiou. 

The indefatigable Mr. Hunter found a passage in 
Xenophon's Cyropiedia (Idb. i. cap. v.) which he thinks 
ight have suggested the idea to Drayton, but this is 
[questionable, though Drayton was undoubtedly a maa 
if learning. The passage is as follows : — " 'AXket vofii- 
El)VT€S KoX Qvroi TO iroXfjUKd arcade) rjevofievotillOATN 



H . INTROD UCTION. xxiit 

MEN OABON, tToWrjv Se euBaifiovlav, fieyd\a^ Be Ti-J 
fim ical avToi'i nai jfj iriXei ■jrepiA'^^av." j 

The text of the present vohimes is a most carefuU 
collation of the original folio of two parts. The orthoil 
graphy has been modernized, but not in the caae oil 
proper names, or in that of rare and antiq^uated wordd 
The original punctuation of Drayton has been adhereffl 
to, at the suggestion of one of the most eminent scLolaiM 
of tlie day. Selden's laborious and learned notes haVM 
been most carefully revised, and are now probably fon 
the first time presented to the render in a correct fonnil 
They were most carelessly reprinted in WiDdns's EdiJ 
tion of Selden's works. To annotate Draji^m's PolyJ 
olbion would be a -work of immense labour, and wonMi 
swell the volumes into an imwieldy form, even if id 
were possible (which may be well doubted) to do the 
work at all satisfactorily. Such notes would embraj^e 
every subject — history, topography, antiqnities, and ob- 
jects of natural history — which the author has wfitteu. 
npon — and many volumes would be required evRn f^M 
the notes alone. It has, thei-efore, been considered exi 
pedient to present the reader with the work as Draj-ton' 
left it, i.e., with Selden's notes only attached to it. Tha 
olisolete words in Drayton are comparatively few, and 
the Editor proposes, on the completion of the Edition, 
to give a glossarial Index to the whole works. 
^^The future volumes will each be complete in itsel 
^^■b a. separate Introduction, and a thoroughly nei 
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INTROWCTION. 



^^B 'biography will accompany the last volume, and thus, if 
^^H the Editor be spared, will be given for the iirst time a 
^^K complete edition (as Disraeli said he deeerveil) of the 
^H entire Works of Michael Dra3fton, Esquire,* 

* DrsytoD yiaa very proud cf hie title of Esquire. He viu an 
Esqiiiro to iiis friend Sir Walter Aaton at the iuatallation of the 
latter aa a Kiijglil of the Bath, oq the Coronation of King Junea 
1st, Jnlj 25Ui, 1603. 




POLY- OLBION. 



UPON THE FEONTISPIECE. 



I 



HEOUGH a JWamphant Arch,BeeA Ibion plao'd, 
In Sappy ate, in Neplane'9 arms embrac'd, 
In Pooler ami Pimiiij, aa. her Ckeuy TlirDne 
Circled with Jfature'a Oartanda, beiog alone 
Styl'd th' Oeain'a' lelaml. On the ColnnmE been 
(Ab Trophies roia'd) what Frincas Time hath Keen 
Ambitiaua of her. In her younger yeara. 
Vast Enrth-bred Giante voo'A he r : but, wlu) bean 
Inf golden fidd the Lion pateant red, 
^neaa' Nephew [Brule) them conqnerfed. 
Next, Laureate CiEsar, as a Philtre, bringB, 
On'a e/iirid, his Grandiunej: Vemis : Him her Kings 
Withstood. At length, the Bojnan, by long suit, 
Gftin'd her {most port) from th' ancient race of Brule. 
Bivorc'd from Him, the Saxon^ aable Horse, 
Borne by stem Hengitl, wins her : but, through force 
Gnarding the \\Normaa Leopards bath'd in gtilee. 
She ohang'd her love to Him, whose line jet rules. 






no bj tha Emne- 

(uiUesa you call 
iwly used amonff 



t Ho itiwitlait and Cpictt aodantly dallvond. I juA 
atben oaa hi^ other attributed AnoB, 1 mfghL 

t Object nut, Uiat it nbould bo tlie Btfis, bnaose it 
rors : sod thM aoma Henlda [gnomntl? publish It, u J 
^bej move me not ; for plainly the Sufflt wad elntfle at 
It (l.ut&> BaviAns tiiWBt, ag Piodur doth Jaiii lilatile) 
tba Smwijii (flnt )iy JVonui) an their Stosdinij, or- - 
CmsCandns mode it respect the two Empires : uid 

Sblold. 1 took VrrHug Pi^'Per- to him, for that tha stamp of her face <Bhe be 
AucflstoT-^'iau bis mplber) in Ida coins Ih frequeiit ; and can sa maintain it H' 
dttar than many ol those Inveoted Coats (tvlthout colour of reason) attributed 
the old Qaroefl, As for mattet of Arm-ory, Vemu being a Giiddofls, niay be ae gc 
Besring, if not bettor than jUaJDnu, nhlcli, by ezpreaa authority at £iir(j>itlu, n 
borne m the T/tEban war by ParlliAiioptcta. 

f Srnjjist hath other Arms in aamo traditions, which are to be respected as i 
wItm fictions. His name erpresoea a Hunt, pad the Dultea o( Snoau are said 
have boms it anciently, before their Christianity, SabU : Ihorefonj, If you gi 
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TO THE HIGH AND MIGHTY 

HENRY. 



PRINCE OF WALES. 



BHIS First Part of my intended Poem I conaecrata 

to yolir Highness ; in whom (beside my particular 

zetil) there la a natural interest in my Work, aa 

the hopeful Heir of the Kingdoms of this Great 

Britain, whose Delicacies, ChoTographical Description, 

History be my subject. 

My Boul, which hath seen the extremity of time and 
tune, cannot yet despair. The influence of so glorious and 
fortunate a Star may also reflect upon me : which hath 
power to give me new life, or leave me to die more willingly 
and contented. 

My Poem is genuine, and first in this kind. It canni 
want envy ; for, even in the tirth, it already finds thatil 
Your gracious acceptance, mighty Prince, will lessen it 
May I breathe to arrive at the Orcades (whither in this Mnd 
I intend my course, if the Muse fail me not) I shall leave 
your whole British Empire, as in this First and Southern 
part, delineated. 

To your Highness, 



I 



reat ^^^ 
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Tfte imst h 



Michael Drayton. 



BRITAIN, hehdd here portrai/d to thy sight 
Henry, thy best hope, and the worWs delight ; 
Ordained to make thy eight Great Henries nine : 
Who, by that virtue of the treble Trine, 
To his own goodness (in his being) brings 
These several Glories* of tK eight English Kings : 
^Deep knowledge, ^Greatness, ^Long life, *Policyy 
^KUourage, ®Zeal, "^Fortune, ®Awful Majesty. 
He like great Neptune on thre^ iSeas shall rove, 
And rule three Realms^ with triple power, like 3o^e, 
Thus in soft peace, thus in tempestuous wars, 
Till from his. foot his fame shall strike the stars, 

* The several happinesses of the eight Henries. 
t The West, ^orth, and £ast Ocean. 




TO THE GENERAL READER. 



^H^^N ptibliahing this Essay of my Poem, there is tliis'l 
raC ^' great disadvantage against me ; that it cometh I 
|Br*tVM i out at this time, when Verses are wholly deduced' 1 
to chambers, and nothing esteemed in this lunatic Ago 
but what is kept in cahinets, and must only pass hy 
transcription. In snch a season, when the idle humorous 
world must hear of nothing that either savours of anti- 
quity, or may awake it to seek after more than dull and 
dothful ignorance may easily reach unto, these, I say, 
make much against me ; and especially in a Poem, from 
any example, either of Ancient or Modem, that have proved 
in this kind, whose unusual tract may perhaps seem diffi- 
colt to the female sex ; yea, and, I fear, to some that think 
themselves not meanly learned, being not rightly inspired by 
the Muses : such I mean, as had rather read the fantasies o: 
foreign inventions, than to see the Earitiea and History ( 
tlieir own Country delivered by a true native Muse. Then,- > 
irliOGoever tbou be, posseiit with snob stupiility and dulness 
&it, rather than thou wilt take pains to search into a 
ftnd noble things, eboosest to remain in the thick fogs an^i 
nista of ignorance, as near the common lay-stall of a city, ' 
refusing to walk forth into tlie Tempe and fields of the I 
■8, where through most d«lightful groves the angelic 
lony of birds shall steal thee to the top of an easy hill 



TO THE GENERAL EEADEn. 



where, in artificial caves, cut out of tlie most natural rock, 
thou shalt see the ancient people of this Isle deliver thee 
in their lively images : from whose height thou niayeat be- 
hold both the old and later times, as in thy prospect, lying 
far under thee ; then convejing thee down by a soul-pleas- 
ing descent through delicate embrodered Meadows, often 
veined with gentle gliding Brooks ; in which thou mayest 
fully view the dainty Nymphs in their simple naked beau- 
I ties, bathing them in crj'stalline streams ; which shall lead 

^^H thee to moet pleasant Downs, where harmless Shepherds 
^^H are, some exercising their pipes, some singing loundeiaysto 
^^V their gazing flocks. If, aa I say, thou hadst rather (because 
it asks thy labour) remain where thou wert, than strain 
thyself to walk forth with the Muses, the fault proceeds from 
thy idleness, not from any want in my industry, j And to 

iu any that shall demand wherefore having promised this 
I Poem of the general Island so many years, I now publifih 
I only this part of it ; I plainly answer that many times I had 
B determined with myself to have left it off, and have neg- 
H looted my papers sometimeB two years together, finding the 
■ times since his Majesty's happy coming-in to fall so heavily 
^ upon my distressed fortunes, after my zealous soul had la- 
t boured so long in that which, with the general liappiness of 

the kingdom, seemed not then impossible somewhat also to 
have advanced me. But I instantly saw all my long-nou- 
rished hopes even buried alive before my face ; so uncertain 
(in this world) be the ends of our clearest endeavours. 
^jT And [ what ever is herein that tastes of a free spirit, I thank- 
fully confess it to proceed from the continual bounty of my 
truly noble friend Sir Walter Asian ; which hath given me 
the best of those hours, vrhose leisure bath effected this 
which I now publish. Sundry other Songs I have also, 
though yet not so perfect that I dare ci»muut them to pub- 



TO THE GENERAL HEADER. 



lie censure ; and the rest I determine to go forward with, 
God enabling me, may I find means to assist my endeavour. 
Kow, Reader, for the further nnderstaudicg of my Poem, 
thou hast throe especial helps : Fii*st, the Argument t 
direct thee still where thou art, and through what Shire^ 
the Muse makes her journey, and what she chiefiy handlea 
iu the Song thereto belonging. Next, the Map, hvely de- 
lineating to thee every Mountain, Forest, River, andl 
Valley ; expressing, in their sundry postures, their loves, 
delights, and natural situations. Then hast thou the lUiis- 
tration of this learned Gentleman, my friend, to explai 
eveiy hard matter of history, that, lying far from the way 
of commoa reading, may (without question) seem difficult 
unto thee. Thus wishing thee tby heart's desire, and com- 
mitting my Poem to thy charitable censure, I take my 

Thine, at Oim art mine, 

Michael Drayton. 
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THE CAMBROBRITANS. 



W) have you. wilhnut di^cuUf/ wulersiand, liow in thh mif 
mtmded progress through these unikd Ungdoms of 
Great Britain / have placed yowr and (I must con- 
fess) my loved Wales, t/ou shall perceive, thai after the ITiree 
first Songs, beginning with our French Islands, Jernaey and 
Jersey, inth the rest, and perfecting in those first Three tlie sur- 
vey of these six our most JVestem Coa'oirits, Cornwall, Dctou, 
Dorset, Hamp, Wilt, and Summerset, I then make mier 
iverne into Wales, m>l far front the midst of her Broadside 
\at lielh against England. / tm^t U her Broadside, became it 
iieth from Shrewsbury sHU along with Seveme, itll she lastli/ 
And to explain two lines of mine (which ymi slidll 
JS-nd in the Fourth Svng of my Poem, but il is the Finl of 
■Wales) which are these, 

■ And ere Seven Books have end, I'll strike so high a string; 
I Thy Bards shall stand amaz'd with wonder whilst I sing. 

Speaking of Seven Books, yon shall understand tliat I corUiniie 

Wales through so many ; be,ginmng in the Fourth Song {where 

the Nynqihs of England and Wales contend for the Isle of 

. Liindy) and ending in the Tenth; striring, as my muchloved 

I (the (earned) IlutnCrey Floyd, in his ilmriplion of Cambria to 



TO TEE CAMBEO'BRITANS, xxxvii 

Abraham Ortelius, to uphold her ancient hounds, Severn e, 
and Dee, and therefore have included the parts of those three 
English Shires of Gloster, Worster, and Sallop, that lie on the 
West of Severne, within their ancient mother Wales. In which 
if I have not done her right, the want is in my dbUUty, not in 
my love. And beside my natural inclination to love antiquities 
{which Wales may highly boast of) I confess the free and gentle 
company of that true lover of his Country (as of all ancient and 
noble things) Mr. John Williams, his Majesty's Goldsmith, my 
de^r and worthy friend, hath made me the more seek into the 
antiquities of your Country. Thus wishing your favourable con- 
struction of these my faithful endeavours, I bid you farewell, 

Michael Drayton. 





From tie AUTHOR of lie ILLUSTRATIONS. 



I 



fi^gaEKMIT me thus much, of these Notes to my 
ftspl Friend. What the Verse oft with allusion as 
WjrSal supposing a full-knowing Reader, lets ahpj or 
in winding steps of personating fictions (as some- 
times) BO enfolds, that sudden conceit cannot abstract a 
form of the clothed truth ; I have, as I might, Ulusimted. 
Brevity and phinne^s (as thfl one endured the other) I have 
joined ; purposely avoidiDg frequeDt commixture of different 
language, and whensoever it happens either the page or 
raai^in (specially for Gentlewomen's sake) summarily interprets 
it, except where interpretation aids not. Being not very pro- 
digal of my Historical faith, after explanation, I oft adven- 
ture on examinatum, and censure. The Author, in passages 
of first inhabitanis, name, stale, and monarchic sticceisum in 
this Isle, follows Geffrei/af Arthur, Folychronicon, Matthew of 
JVestminsieT, and such more. Of their Traditions, for that 
one so much controverted, and by Camhro-Sntons still maio' 
tained, touching the Trojan Brute, I have (but as an advo- 
cate for the Muse) argued; disclaiming in it, if alleged 
for my own opinion. In most of the rest, upon weighing 
the Eeportera' credit, comparison witli mora persuading 
authority, and synchronism (the best touch-stoue in this 
kind of trial) I leave note of suspicion, or add conjectural 
amendment : as, for particular examples among other, in 
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Srmnus mistook by all writers of later time, following Jw- 
tin's Epitome of Tivi/w, ill-conceived ; in liohrt of Sicaf- 
luim's Story of K. JFulpher's murdering liia children, in 
Jiotlo first D. of Nimaandy his time ; none of them yet reo- 
tified (although the first hath been adventured on) by 
that I have seen ; and such more. And indeed my jealouaj 
hath oft vexed me with particular inquisition of whataoever 
occurs bearing not a mark of most apparent truth, ever 
since I found so intolerable ontichronisms, incredible re- 
ports, and Bardkk impoaturea, aa well from ignorance as 
assumed liberty of inventioo in some of our Ancients ; and 
read also such palpable fauxeties of our Natiou, thrust 
into the world by later time; as (to give a taste) that of, 
Randall Hujdtn aflirming the beginning of Ward^ in C lit 
III j Pdydar^i assertion (upon mistaking of the Statute 
1 Een. VII.} that ii was death hij the English latesfor any 
to wear a vimrd, with many like errors in hia History, 
our Triah by 12 Shrives, Coat of the Kiugdom, Parliamei 
and Other like ; BartoVs delivering the custom in this lali 
to be ifwd Pnrmgtnilus Kuccedit in omnibus bonis.* The 
Greek Chu,kmdyhs his slanderous description of 01 
form of kind entertainment to begin with the wives' cour- 
teous admiaaion to that moat affected pleasure of lascivious 
fancy (he waa deceived by misunderstanding the reports 
onr Kissing Saiviuiions,'^ given and accepted amongst 
with more freedom than in anypEu^ of the Southern worh 
erroneously ihinking, perhaps, that every Kiss must 

• AdC. rfemmra. TrinU., lib. 1, sium. 42. 

+ (Jnuni blaitUitnliii, ad puUum imniue loni/i inellitum, Apuli _. 
J)t Aur. Aein. 6. And you may remember (as like euough he did ) that 
in Flantua C'urcvt. Qui vuU tMhare pangit ealfini avuvivm ; and such 
more lii othor wanbin poets; witk the opiniun of Baidvg, that a 
I in thoBs Soutbem Nationa ia aufllciint oonaent to imperfect 
jnaala, nothing of that kind, but oopnlation, - "" " " ' — 
Bibouring Dutch being ao. 
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TO THE READER. 



I vith tfaat addition to the seven promised 
I of Venus to bim that should find 

loton as Aiisiophanfs his ^atoaJ.iiriv) ; aad 

Mttjr tutnitliB of like nature in others. Concerning 

\3tt Arcadian deduction of our Brilis!i Monarchy ; within 

UmI time, from Bruie, supposed about 3S50 of the world 

(Samml then Judge of Israel) unto some 54 before Ohrist, 

(abost when Julius Ctesar visited the Island^ no relation 

was sstaut which is now left to our use. 'How then are 

Uiey which pretend chronologies of that age without any 

I ft»gment of authors before tr'ddas, Talkssin, and Xerwius, 

1 (the eldest of which was since 500 of Christ,) to be credited t 

^ For my part, I believe as much in them as I do the finding 

[ otSiero's shipmast in our mountains* which is collected 

Wpon a corrupted place in ^f^AeniEus cited out oi Moschton ; 

[or that Ptolemy PMaddpk sent io ReiUha King of Scoli 

rsome 1900 years since, for discovery of this Country, 

which Clauds Piokmy afterward put in his Geography ; or, 

Ithat Jw^*"^ Cmar built Jrlhw's Hoffm in Stirling aheriff- 

[ dom ; or, that Britons were at the Bape of Risions with 

1 Jlei-cules, as our excellent wit Joseph of Exsester (published 

■ falsely under name of Cornelius N^os) singeth : which are 

even equally warrantable as Ariosto's narrations of persona 

and places in his Eoiolands ; Spenser's Elfin Story ; or Rablais 

his strange discoveries. Yet the capricious faction will (I 

know) never quit their belief of wrong ; although some 

I Eli<is or Delian diver should make open what is so inquired 

I after. Briefly, until PolyUas, who wrote near 1800 since 

I (for Aristotle vt^i Kiff/ta is clearly counterfeited in title) no 

I Qredc mentions the Isle^ until iMcrdim (some 100 years later) 

RmnoM hath expressed a thought of us ; until Casca's 

"Ev loii'DpiiTir'jcBpirailaj, riiri rS Bpirnai-7C) a"® n^™?* veriui 
Tidetur lectio. 
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Commentaries, no piece of its description was known that 
is DOW left to posterity, for time therefore preceding 
Cesar, I dare trust none ; hut with othere adhere to cottr- 
jedure. In ancient matter since, I rely on Tadfvs and Dio 
especially, Vopi^ms, CwpiloUn, Spariion (for so much as they 
have, and the rest of the Aug-ustan story) afterward GUdas, 
Nsnmus (but little ia left of them, and that of the last very 
imperfect), Bi-de, Asserio, ClhtlweTd (near uf blood to King 
Alfred}, TViiiiam of Malmeabury, Marian, Flm-mce of Jforcester 
(that published under name of Florence hath the very sylla- 
bles of most part of Marian the Scot's Story, fraught with 
English Antiquities ; which will show you how easily to 
answer Buchanan's objection against our historians about 
Alhehtav's being King of all Albion, being deceived when 
he imagined that there was no other of Marian but the 
common printed Chronicle, which is indeed hut an epitome 
or defloration made by Sobai of Lorraine, Bishop of i/cre- J 
ford nnder Hen. I.) and the numerous rest of our MonkishJ 
and succeeding chronographers. In all, I believe him 4 
most, which, freest from affedlon and kale (causes of cor- 
ruption) might best know, and hath with most likely asser- 
tion delivered his report. Yet so that, to explain the 
Author, carrying liimsolf in this part an Hislmical, as in 
the other a CheroffrajMcal Poet, I insert oft, out of the 
BriHth Story, what I importune you not to credit. Of that 
hind are those Prophecies out of Merlin sometime inter- 
woven; I discharge myself, nor impute you to me any 
Borious respect of them. Inviting, not wresting in, ocea- 
mon, I add sometime what is different from my task, hut 
snch as I guess would anywhere please an understanding 
reader. To aid you in course of Times, I have in a fit 
place drawn Chronologies, upon credit of the Ancients; and, 
iat matter of that kind, have admoniBhed (to the Fourth 






^slii TO THE READEH. 

Canto) what as yet I never saw by any obBerved, for wary 
consideration of the IHonysian Cycle, and misinterpreted 
ruot of hia Dominical year. Those old Skymes, which 
(some number) you often meet with, are offered the wil- 
linger, both for mrUty of your mother tongue, as also, 
because the Author of them, Robert of Glosler, never yet 
I appeared in common light. He was, in time, an age be- 
I fore, but iu learning and wit, aa most others, much be- 
f hind our worthy Chiw^ : whose name by the way occur- 
I iDg, and my work here being but to add pliun song after 
I Muses' descanting, I cannot hat digress to admonition of 
I abuse which this learned allusion ia his TroUm by igno- 
rance hath endured : ^^k 
3) am ftU <SaU rare bctltt mtnli srnH ^^| 
2lt Dulcarnon iriglit at inn hiits civB.* ^^| 

It's not Necimm, or any else, that can make me entertain 
I the least thought of the signification of Bulcarnon to be 
I Pythagoras'^ sacrifice after his geometrical theorem in 
finding the squares of an orthogonal triangle's aides, or 
that it ia a word of Latin deduction ; but indeed by easier 
pronunciation it was made of I):tu-l-karnaiJi, ie.. Two-homed .• 
I which the Mahometan Arabiatis use for a root in calculation, 
I meaning Alexander, as that great Dictator of knowledge 
I JoH^h Scaliger (with some ancients) wills, hut, by warranted 
opinion of my learned friend Mr. Lydyat in his Emcndatio 
Te'mpo'iiim,'^ it began in Seleums Nicanor, 12 years after 
Alexander's death. The name was applied, either because 
after time that Alexander had persuaded himself to be Jupi- 
ter Uammon's son, whose statue was with rams' horns, both 
his own and his successors' coins were stamped with homed 
images : or else in respect of his 11 piUars erected in the 
' Chaucer esplaineii. t Epoclia Seleueidarum, 



^F TO THE EEADER. 

East, as a Nihil ultra* of his Conquest, and some B&y 1: 
cause he had in power the Enaleni and Tf'eslem world, 
nified in the two Horna. But, howBoever, it well fits t 
passage, either, as if he had personated Creeeide at t 
entrance of two waya, not knowing which to take ; in h' 
sense as that of Prodicvs hia Hercults, Pythagoras his Y, 
the Logicians' Dilemma express ; or else, which ia the truth 
of his conceit, that she was at a nonplus, as the interpre- 
tation in hia next etaff makes plain. How many of 
noble Chaucer's readers never so much as suspect this his 
short essay of knowledge, transcending the common road t 
and by his Treatise of the Astrolabe {which, I dare swear, 
was chieQy learned out oi Messahalah) it is plain hewan^ 
mach acquainted with the Matliematics, and amongst theia 
authors had it. But, I return to myself. From ■ 
loading my margin with Boobs, Chapters, FoUns, or Named 
of onr Hidorians, I abstain : course of Time as readiljij 
directs to them. But, where the place might not so eaail]^ 
occur (chiefly in matter of j/liilologi/) there only (for vieiR 
of them which shall examine me) I have added a 
references. For most of what I use of chorography joini 
with me in thanks to that most learned Nomice of As-f 
tiqiiity 



i aH]f a,yaUi,\— 



Ht Tig \a,l TriKiSi t 



' Chnatnvm, Comment. ii_ „ .._ 

am apad CW. Shodigin. Aniiq. lect. H 

t 0/ icliom euen estri/ tngenioui etraiigtr mnkea koftourable men- 
tion, ('omitem Ter6 ilium Faladnum if. Viitim SaemgstocMum. 
[CDIUB Historite mBgoam partem quasi Btpyciii|(ii<ro(, cLorographica 
tnbstnictio plerdque orl nntiquitatia munaBim, ab eroilitisBiiao hoc sno 
pnpulari accepta, ne dicam auppilata, est) ade6 inhnnianiim fniBae 
miror, ut beu^ morentem mm tam libent^r agnoaci 



' tS.r TO THE HEADED. 



T 

^H my instructing friend Mr, Cnjoden, Clarenceiihi. From hiitt 

^^M and Cfiraid of Cambria alao cumea most of my Bnlish. And 

^^^ then may Mercury and all the Muaea deadly liate me, when, 

^^1 in permitting occasion, I profcsa not by whom I learn ! 

^^H Let them vent Judgment on me which understand : I jus- 

^^H tify all by the self authors cited, crediting no IrartscribeTS 

^^H but when of necessity I must. My thirst compelled me al- 

^^H ways to seek the fountains, and by that, if means grant it, 

^^H judge the rivers' nature. Wor can any conversant in let- 

^^H ters be ignorant what error is ofttimoa fallen into by trust- 

^^H ing authorities at second band, and rash collecting (as it 

^^H were) haia visual beams refracted through another's eye. 

^^ In performance of this charge (undertaken at request of 

my kind friend the Author) brevity of <im« {which waa 

but little more than since the Poem first went to the 

press) and that daily discoTitinued, both by my other most 

different slwlies seriously attended, and interrupting bmi- 

ness, as enough can witness, might excuse great faults, eape- 

dally of omission. But, I take not thence advantage to 

I desire more than common cmiirtesy in censure. Nor of this, 
noF of what else I heretofore have published, touching 
Hi^orical deduction of vur A ndent ZofFS,* wherein I escape 
not without tax, ^^H 

Siad quibus in verbis videdrgue ohscurior, hoc est ^^^M 
Evandri cum Matre loqul, Faunisque, Num&que, ^^H 
Nee seeks ac si auctor Saliaris Carminis esstm. 
: 



I have read in Cicero, Agelliiis, Lucian's Lexi^han£$, and 
others, much against that form. But withal, this later 



Viri ayllftbia at invantis codicem Brnim gapidfl perquam ingrata suf- 
farcinet. Atqua id farfi Konua PlagiarioB, rudes omninfi, et dfioianvt 
et Vamaculos niminlini NoetrateB jam nunc impouere BarciuoiD video i 

iiiiiignaut^r et rioijor. ' 

* Jsuns AngloniiQ, 



^H TO THE READEE. 

'tge (wliertin so industrious a searcli is among aiimirecT 
ruins of old monunients) hath, in onr greatest Latin ori-j 
tics Bans Douz, P. Merula, Lipsius, and such more, s 
ceired that Satwmian langoage, that, to Htadents m philo-^ 
hgy, it is now grown familiar ; and (as he saitli*) Vtrla i 
vtiudaU repdUii nmi, solum magnos asset tons kuhml, sed eUaia ' 
affemni oraiimi maJeaiaUm ali^am, non sine deledaiione. Yet 
for antique terms, to the Learned, I will not justiiy it 
without exception (disliking not that of Pliarorin, Vive 
moribus prmierilis, loijuere vcrlis jirisseiilihvs ; and, as coin, 
so words, of a public and known stamp, are to be used), 
although so much as that way I offend is warranted by 
example of each, of whom to endeavour imitation allows _ 
me more than the bare title af Blameless. The purhlin 
ignorant 1 salute with the English of that monitory epi 
gram 

'El is yt 'xd/i.Tav 

Reprehension of them, whose language and best learning, I 
ie purchased from such volumes as EalMs reckons i 
Victor's Library, or barbarous glosses, 

Quam nihil ad genium, Pa])iniane, lavm ! 
or, which are ftimished in our old story, only out of 
common Polyckronicon, Caxlon, I'abian, Slow, (J-raflm, ZanM 
qaet, Cooper, Holingshed (perhaps with gift of understandin 
Pdydon, and tho rest of our later compilers; or, of ai 
adventurous Thersites daring find fault even with the ye. 



Comua quod tmcal^f., tuhas— 



^pElri 



TO THE READER. 



I regard ae metamorphized Lucius his looking out at win- 
dow - I slight, scorn, and laugh at it. By para^aplts (§) in 
the Veraea jou know what I ntoddle with in the Uluslra- 
tions ; but GO that, with latitude, the direcliou admouishea 
eometitnes as well for explaining a. following or preceding 
passage, as its own. Ingenuous Readers, to you I wish your 
best desires. Grant me too^ I pray, this one, that you read 
me not, without comparing the Favlis escaped,* I have col- 
lected them for you. Compelled absence, endeavoured 
dispatch, and want of retises soon bred them. To the Au- 
thor, I wish (as an old Cosmographical Poet did loDg since 
to himeelf) 

'Autuv ix /iaxd^ut ixvrix|iof s'tti i/^ciiS^.f 

To Gentlewomen and their Loves is consecrated all the Wooing 
Language, AllimoTis to Love-Passions, and sweet Ev^rracements 
feigned by the Muse amongst ^i^/s 3.ai Rivers. Wbatsoever 
tastes of BescriptUm, Batik, Sim/, abstruse Anitqiuly, and 
(which my particular study caused me sometime remember) 
Law of the Kingdom, to the more Severe Reader. To the 
one, be contenting enjoymcnls of their auspicious desires; 
to the other, happy allmdance of their chosen Muses, 

From the Inner Temple, May 9, 1612. 

,* These have been ameaded in tiie present edition. _ 

+ Thai the gaUlU^e sort of iikr may toortklbj g-ai:rilon his labovri, 
Dion. Perieg. 1185. 
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77te upTtghtly Muae her ifireg daplays. 

And. the. Fimd Ula^»fo-it mrvegs; 

Bear* up mUt Neptune, and in glory 

TrtHUc^iU proud Oomwall's Promortlory ; 

There eroume Moout-Micliael, and dascrie 
Sba oM thote BivertU/aU and rise ; 

Then taken in Tamer, ai ghe bounrlg 

The Corniah and DeTOniaD grovmds. 
And whUri the Davonahire-^r/mpAi relate 

Their love», tkeir fortmus, aiul et 

Dert undertake^ tr, 

Ow Bmte, and smga hin first a 

Then NorCJiwa.rd la the vergie she bende, 
Aiid \er first Bong at Ax Ae ends, 

SF JUiioii's glorious Isle tlic wonders whilst I write, 
The sundry varying soils, the pleasures infinite, 
(Where heac kills not the cold, nor cold expells 
the heat, 
lie calmH too mildly small, nor winds too roughly great, 
or night doth hinder day, nor day the night doth wrong, & 
tie Btmimer not too short, the winter not too long) 
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rr 
Krhat hftf shall I invoke to nid my Muse the while i 
TbM C«»w» of the place (this most renowned Isle) 
Wkk^ Svedft Jong before the &Il-earth-drowning Flood, ' 
VUit Tet lb» irorM did sw«nn with her Giganticbrood, m 
0« t^ befot^ me Uill thy circling shores about, 
I Jaii m llifc *»i»d'ring mwe help to conduct me out : 

t »J- «wr» so right, M witli thy hand to show 
h wi^ thy FoTOstfl range, which way thy Rivera flow ; 
1, by thy hi-lp that so I may descry is 

"MMlDtains stand, and how thy Valleys lie ; 
jM^arlyCleeveB which see the morning's pride, 
jS^y imps ot Neptune when they chide, 
nU'a waves in the Iberian' stream, 
1fn«w« ftkM stJll unyokes his hery-hoofcd team, io 

K*i vA his Haming locks in luscious nectar steeps, 
W« (Hun Oltpnpm' top he plungeth in the deeps : 

IltW ftwo th' ArmoTi<? sande, on surging Nqilum's leas, 
^Itunui^h Uie Hibernic Gulf (those rough Vergivian seas) 
')1^ wr«e with wings of skill may fly a lofty gait, ^a 

^ A* jimphUrite clips this Island Fortunate, ^m 

Ijiil through the sleepy main to Tkuly^ I have gone, ^^ 

JtXii seen the frozen Isles, the cold Deucaiidtm* ^H 

[Amongst whose iron rocks grim Satvrn yet remains, ^ 

Ikiund in those gloomy caves with adamantine chains. no 
Ye sacred Bards,^ that to your harps' melodious strings 
&ing th' ancient Heroes' deeds (the monuments of Kin gs) 
And in your dreadful verse ingrav'd the prophecies, 
The ag6ij world's descents, and genealogies ; 
If, as those Biitid^ taught, which kept the British rites, as 
I And dwelt in darksome groves, there conn selling with sprites, 

S The Western or Spanish. Oooan. ' The oaast of Little Britaine in 
' The furthest Isle in the British Ocean. [FraimH. 

" ~ie Sea opon the North of Scotland. 

le old British Poeta. * Prieita onjoug the ancient Britons. 
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(But their opinions fail'd, by error led awry, H 

Aa since clear truth hath shew'd to their posterity") H 

When these our fiouls by death our bodies do forsake, fl 
§ They instantly again do other bodies take ; m 

I could have wish'd your spirits redoubled in my breast, I 
To give my verse applause, to timn's eternal rest. I 

Thus scarcely said the Muse, but hovering while she hnn^ 
Upon the Celtic ' wastes, the Soa-Nympha loudly sung : fl 
over-happy Isles, your heads so high that bear, 4n 

By nature strongly feno'd, which never need to fear I 

On Neptum's wat'ry realms when Eolm raiseth wars, I 

And ev'ry billow bounds, as though to quench the stars : I 
Fair Jersey first of these here s<!att'red in the deep, I 

Peculiarly that boast'st thy double-hornM sheep : sM 

loferior nor to thee, thou Jemsey, bravely crown'd ■ 

With rough-imbattl'd rocks, whose venom-hating ground ■ 
The hard'ned emeril hath, which thou abroad dost send ; 1 
Thou Ligon, her belov'd, and Serk, that dost attend '^ 

Her pleasure ev'ry hour ; as Jetkfyw, them at need, £M 

With pheasants, fallow deer, and conies, that dost feed : ■ 
Ye Seven smaJi siskr Isles, and Sorlings, which to see H 

The half-sunk seaman joys, or whatsoe'er yon be, ■ 

From fruitful Aarncy, near the ancient Celtic shore, 1 

To Uslianl, and the Seams, whereas those Nuns of yore wfl 
§ Grave answers from their caves, and took what shapes they 1 
Ye happy Islands set within the British Seas, [please il 

With shrill and jocund shouts, th' unmeasur'd deeps awake^'l 
And let the Gods of sea their secret bow'rs forsake, I 

Whilst our industrious Muse groat Briiain forth shall bring, ■ 
Crown'd with those glorious wreaths that beautify the I 
Spring ; « I 

And whilst green Thetis' 'Nym^hB, with many an amorous lay J 
Sing our invention safe unto her long-wish'd Bay. I 

1 Tha Fr«acli Sena. fl 
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tViMWhlAM- ■4im^ -^ rf nnarairs fairowing hesli, 
) Vhifr flivt"** * few* iJw '">"J ^« tating waves doth breiik ; 
'(|ltf A«* iW k« traiisaftiid. the promont * to descry, ti 
^iiA Hitfw »bottt tW Tuint th' uuuumb'red fowl that fly. ■ 
^^'•Mv n>ui^ Hko a slorm from off the troubled sand, ■ 
^v«H M ihtir hovering flight to shadow all the land ; H 
&iuN^ Mlltog ou the beach to prune their painted breaste, fP 
A" *l" both earth and nir they only did possess, 
WhtvBce, climbing to the cleevea, herself she firmly seta 
, The Boums, the Brooks, the Becks, the EJlls, the Eivelets, 
' £.Kaolly to derive ; receiving in her way [Bay, 

I That atraight'ned tongue of land, where, at Mouvi-Michaers 
I Rude I^fptwie, cutting in, a cantle forth doth take ; si 

And, on the other side, Hayie's vaster mouth doth make 
A chersonese thereof, the comer clipping in ; 
AVhere to the industrious Muse the Mount doth thus begin ; 
Before thou further pass, and leave this setting shore, sd 
§ Whose towns unto the Saints that hv6d here of yore 
(Their fasting, works, and pra/ra, remaining to our shames,) 
Were rear'd, and justly call'd by their peculiar names, 
The builders honour still ; this due and let them have, 
As deign to drop a tear upon each holy grave ; eo 

Whose charity and ze^ instead of knowledge stood : 
For surely in themselves they were right simply good. 
If, credulous too much, thereby they offended heaven, 
In their devout intents yet be their sins forgiven. 
Then from his rugged top the tears down trickling fell 
And, in his passion atirr'd, again began to tell [pass, 

Strange things, that in his days Time's course had brought to 

That forty miles now sea, sometimes firm fore-land vraa j 

And that a forest then, which now with him is flood, 
§ Whereof he first was call'd the Hoar-Eock in the ffood; 
' A small ialBiid apon tlie very point o! Cornisall. 
= A Lill lying out, as an elbow of land, intu the sea. 
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Kdlating then how long this soil had lain forlorn, 
As that her Genius now had almost her forsworn, 
And of their ancient love did utterly repent, 
Sith to destroy herself that fatal tool she lent 
By which th' insatiate slave her entrails out doth draw. 
That thrusts his gripple hand into her golden maw ; 
And for his part doth wish, that it were in hia pow'r 
To let the ocean in, her wholly to devour, 

Which Hayle doth overhear, and much doth blame his ra 
And told him (to his teeth) he doted with his age. 
For Hayle (a lusty Nymph, bent all to amorous play, 
And having quick recourse into the Severn Sea, 
With Neptune's pages oft disporting in the deep ; 
One never touch'd with care ; but how herself to keep 
In escelieot estate) doth thus again intreat ; 
Muse, leave the wayward Mount to his distemp'red heat, 
Who nothing can produce but what doth taste of epite : 
I'll shew thee things of ours most worthy thy delight. 
Behold our diamonds here, as in the quarrs they stand. 
By Nature neatly cut, aa by a attilful hand, i 

Who varieth them in forms, both cariously and oft ; 
Wliich for she (wanting pow'r) prodnceth them too soft, 
That virtue which she could not liberally impart. 
She striveth to amend by her own proper art. 
Besides, the seaholm here, that cpreadeth all our shore, i 
The sick consuming man so pow'rful to restore : 
WJiose root th' eringo is, tlie reins that doth inflame 
So strongly to perform the Cijlherman game. 
That, generally approv'd, both far and near is sought. 
§ And our Main-Amher here, and Burien Trophy, thought i;" 
Much wrong'd, nor yet preferr'd for wonders with the rest. 

But the laborious Muse, upon her journey prest. 
Thus uttereth to herself; To guide my course ariyht, 
AVhat mound or steady mere is offered lo m^j a\'^A 
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^^IsmiiX tJ^ SeMbfCB vast«. aad ihe Sabiinian seas, 
^^Tfv^ Am* wanton tooofes, that, waxiug, EtOl do wane ; 
TWl OBUvdtf can coaceiTe, but brought to bed ^galu ; 

gglg^ (imS ftoB the spnag (tli.tt is their nstural mother) 
f^ crov into s Gtmm, but buried in another 1 iw 

Vhim C%m doib «U lie on. that wholly tloth betake 
HmmV unto tbc /«•' .' transrorm'd into a Itike, 
^iVw^ ibat impati^ut love Ehe bad to entertaia 
1W iKtM Sfft**' uft ; whom when his wracks restrain, 
)u«ba>t «t tti« wrong, impetnously he ravee ; ik 

Awi JM Hh n^f"! ll<^^> ^^^ fuTious King of waves 
Kwitl (oMHing o'er the beach, whom nothing seems to cool, 
Till W kkV* VTTDUgbt his will on that capacious pool : 
WImv JVfiM^i by his brooks a chersonese ' is east, 
fTiirtiniC the slender shore to ease it in the wast ; 
II HviMionl jutting out into tbs dropping South, 
" A with hie thrcat'ning cleeves in horrid Neptune's month, 
S hiu) and hia pow'r ; nor cares how him he grefts. 
ISI Hose/and (as bis friend, the mightier Menage) meets 

it NtptwK when he swells, and rageth at the rocks 
I out into those seas) inforcing through fai^ shocks 
e anus of sea, that thrust into the tinny strand, 
j» Ihoir meand'red creeks indenting of that land, 
ffcose fame by ev'ry tongue is for her minerala hurl'd, 
ir from the mid-day's point, throughout the Western world. . I 
B Vale, a lively flood, her nobler name that gives 
^Flammdk;^ and by whom, it famous ever lives, 
fbose entrance is from seu so intricately wound, 
ar haven angled so about her harb'rous sound, 
kit in ber quiet Bay a hundred ships may ride, 
' e tallest mast be of the tall'st descried ; 
N A place Hlmost invironod with wator, well-nigh on island. 
p The bravery of Flainottlh (i.e. .5WmoutA,) Haven. 
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Her bravery to this Njmph when neighb'riiig rivers told, 
Her mind to them again she briefly doth unfold : 
Let Camell^ of her course and curious windings boast, 
In that her greatness reigns sole mistress of that cawst 
'Twixt Tamer and that Bay, vhereHaifk pours fortli lier pridai 
And let us (nobler Nymphs) upon the mid-day side. 
Be frolic with the beat. Thoa Fay, before us all. 
By thine own namtSd Town made famous in thy fall, 
As Low, amongst us here ; a most delicious brook. 
With all our sister Nymphs, that to the noon-sted look, 
Which gliding from the liiUs, upon the tinny ore, 
Betwixt your high-rear'd banks, resort to this our shore ; 
Lov'd streams, let ua exult, and think ourselves no less 
Than those upon their side, the setting that possess. 

\Vliich Catnell overheard ; but what doth she respect 
Their taunts, her proper course that loosely doth neglect 1 ' 
As frantic, ever since her British Arlhufs blood 
By Mm'dred's murtherous hand was mingled with her flood. 
For, as that river best might boast that Conqueror's breath, 1 
So sadly she bemoans his too imtimely death ; 
Who, after twelve proud fields against the Sci'jyjn fought. 
Yet back unto her banks by fata was lastly brought : 
As though no other place, on Brititin's spacious earth, 
§ Were worthy of his end, but where he had his birth ; 
And careless ever since how she her course do steer. 
This mutt'reth to herself, in wand'riiig here and there : 
Ev'n in the agedst face, where beauty once did dweU, 
And nature (in the least) but seemed to excell, 
Time cannot make such waste, but something will appear, I 
To show some little tract of delicacy there. 
Or some religious work, in building many a day, 

iftt this penurious age hath suffer'd to decay, 

' Tbia hath also tlie name o( Alan. 
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or no«tt4, dnigg'd out of the ruioous mass, 
TW l««^Mea will declare in gtory wliUst it was : 
ttut tiiu» ti|M>D my wa^te committed hath such theft, 
'ItMt it of ^r^ui' here scarce tuomory hath left. 

The Niwskm'd Trophy thaa whilst she doth enterti 
I'wiid TamtT swoops along, with such a lusty train 
As fits so brave a flood two Countries that divides : 
So, to increase her strength, Bhe from her eqaal sides 
Receives their several rUIa ; and, of the Cornish kind, 
First taketh Aire in ; and lier not much behind 
Cornea Kensmj; after whom, elear Enian in doth make. 
In J'ttTner's roomthier banks their rest that scarcely take. 
Then Lyner, though the while aloof she seem'd to keep. 
Her Sovereign when siie sees t'approach the surgeful deep, 
To beautify her fall her plenteous tribute brings. 
Tills honours Tamer much ; that ahe whose plenteous springs 
Those proud aspiring hUls, Bromwdbj and his friend ai. 
High Mowter, from their tops impartially commend, 
And ia by Carew's^ muse the river most renoivn'd. 
Associate should her grace to the Demnian gi-ound. 
Which In those other brooks doth emulation breed. 
Of which, first Car comes crown' d, with osier, sega, and r 
Then lAd creeps on along, and, taking Thrushd, throws 
Herself amongst the rocks ; and so jncavern'd goes. 
That of the blessed light (from other floods) debarr'd, 
To bellow under earth she only can be heard, 
As those that view her tract seems strangely to affright: 2 
So Tooey straineth in ; and Fhjm, that claims by right 
Tlio christ'ning of that Bay, which bears her nobler name. 
Upon the British coast, what ship yet ever came. 
That not of Mymovih hears,^ where those brave Navies He, 
From cannons' thund'ring throats that all the world defyt 
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Which, to invasive spoil when th' English list to draw, 
Have eheck'd Ihcria's pride, and held her oft in awe: 
Oft furnishing our dames with Iiidia's rar'st devices, 
And lent us gold, and pearl, ricli silks, and dainty apices. 
But Tamer takes the place, and all attend her here, 
A faithful bound to both ; and two that be so near 
For liteiineaa of soil, and quantity they hold. 
Before the Roman came ; whose people were of old 
5 Known by one general name, upon this point that dwell. 
All other of this Isle in wrastling that ejtcell : mb 

With colIaiB be they yok'd, to prove the arm at length, 
Like bulls set head to head, with mere deliver strength: 
Or by the girdles grasp'd, they practise with the hip. 
The forward,'- backward, falx, the mare, the turn, the trip^J 
When stript into their shirts, eaiih other they invade 
Within a. spacious ring, by the behoWers made 
According to the law, Or when the ball to throw, 
And drive it to the goal, in squadrons forth they go ; 
And to avoid the troops (their forces that fore-lay) 
Through dikes and rivers make, in this rohustions playj s 
By which the toils of war moat lively are exprest. 

But Muse, may I demand. Why these of all the rest 
(As mighty Albion's eld'st) most active are and strong 1 
From C'lyrin ^ came it first, or from the use so long t 
§ Or that this fore-land hes furth'st out into his sight. 
Which spreads his vigorous flames on ev'ry lesser hght 1 
With th' virtue of his beams, this place that doth inspire : | 
Whose pregnant womb prepar'd liy his all-pow'rfid fire, 
Being purely hot and moist, projects that fruitful seed 
Which strongly doth beget, and doth as strongly breed : 
The well-dispoB^d heav'n here proving to the earth 
isband furthering fruit, a midwife helping birth. 
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i'.j^^trtuus Mase thus labours to relate 

-ad prond Tamer and her state, 
: • Xymph's, as high in fortune's grace, sori 
ojiii T'lnur trips, clear Toicridge in that plaue 
kjKMiivi) from her spring ; and eeems at first to flow 

way which Jrtwiw strains ; but as she great doth grow 
lUMub'reth to fore-eee what rivals she should find 
Ik interrupt her course : whose eo unsettled mind 
k eoiniug in perceives, and tJius doth her persuade 
Kow Ntj'lwte shield (bright Nymph) thy beauty shoul 
be made 
e object of her scorn, which (for thou canst not 
a the Southern side so absolute as she) 
ffill awe tbee in thy course. Wherefore, fair flood, recoil ; 
ind, where thou may'st alone be sov'reign of the soil, 
"There exercise thy pow'r, thy braveries and display. 
Turn Towridgf., let us back to the Sabrinian sea, 
Where Theti^ handmaids still in that recourseful deep 
With those rough Gods of sea continual revels keep ; aso 
r There mayst thou live admir'd, the Mistress of the Lake. 
H Wise Ock she doth obey, returning, and doth take [gales, 
■The Tawe: which from her fount forc'd on with amorous 
'■ And eas'ly ambling down through the Devonian dales, 
Brings with her Mouie and Bray^ her banks that gently 
bathe ; asa 

Which on her dainty breast, in many a silver swathe, 
She bears unto that Bay, where Barstable beholds 
How her beloved Tawe clear Towridge there enfolds. 

The confluence of these brooks divulg'd in D^moare, bred 
Distrust in her sad breast, that she, so largely spread, am 
And in this spacious Shire the neer'st the centre set 
Of any place of note ; that these should bravely get 
The praise from those that sprung out of her pearly lap ; 
Which, nourish'd and bred up at her most plenteous pap) 
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Ifo sooner taught to daile, but from their mother trip, s»M 
And, in their speedy course, strive others to outstrip. I 

The Yalme, the Atcne, the Auine. by apaoious Derhnoore foda 
And in the Southern sea being likewise brought to bed ; ■ 
That these were not of pow'r to publish her desert, I 

Much griev'd the ancient Moor : which underetood by i7«fi9 
(From all the other floods that only takes her name, sn \ 

And as her eld'st (in right) the heir of all her fame) 
To shew her nobler spirit it greatly doth behove. [mote: 
Dear mother, from your breast this fear (quoth she) tBt j 
Defie their utmost force; there's not the proudest flood, aos ] 
That falls betwixt the Mount and Exmore, shall make good J 
Her royalty with mine, with me nor can compare : J 

I challenge any one, to answer tne that dare ; I 

That was, before them all, predestinate to meet I 

My Sritatn- founding Bnk, when with his puissant fleet iw% 
At Tolmsse first he touch'd : which shall renown my stream 1 
§ (Which now the envious world doth slander for adream.) j 
Whose fatal flight from Greece, his fortunate arrive 
In happy Albion here whilst strongly I revive. 
Dear Jlarbiime at thy hands this credit let me win, sib 

Quoth she, that a:S thou hast my faithful handmaid been ; J 
So now (my only brook) assist me with thy spring, I 

Whilst of the god-like Bride the story thus I sing : I 

When iong-renown6d Traij lay spent in hostile fire, I 

And aged Priam's pomp did with her flames expire, tmm 

j^Tuas (taking thence Ascanius, his young son, ■ 

And bis most rev'rend sire, the grave Aftehises, won [shoreBfl 
From shoala of slaught'ring Greeks) set out from Simoiim 
And through the Ti/rrhem Sea, "by strength of toiling oars, ■ 
Kaugiit llult/ at last ; whers King Latinus lent siJ 

Safe harbour for his ships, with wrackful tempests rent : m 
When, in the Latin Court, Lavinia young and fair I 

(Her father's only child, and kingdom's only heir) I 



I 

I 



POLl'-OLBION, 

Upon the Troian lord her liking strongly plac'd, 

And languish'd in the firiss that her fair hreaat imbrac'd : 

But Tiufiua (at that time) the proud Buialian King, 

A suitor to the maid, jSneas malicing. 

By force of arms attempts his rival to extrude : 

But, by the Teucnan pow'r courteously subilu'd. 

Bright CyHierea's son the Latin crown obtain'd ; 

And dying, in his stead his son Aseanius reigu'd. 

^ Next SUvius him succeeds, begetting Brule again ; 

Who in his mother's womb whilst yet he did remain. 

The Oracles gave out, that next-born Brule should be 

§ Hia pai'snts' only death : -which soon they liv'dto see, nv 

For, in liis painful birth his mother did depart ; ^_ 

And ere his fifteenth year, in hunting of a hart, ^^H 

He with a luckless shaft his hapless father slew : ^^M 

For which, out of his throne, their king the Latins thrsi^H 

AVho, wand'ring in the world, to Greeoi at last doth get. 345 
"Where, whilst he Uv'd unknown, and oft with want beset, 
He of the race of Troi/ a remnant hapt to find. 
There by the Greciana held ; which {having still in mind 
Their tedious ten years' war, and famous heroes slain) 
In slavery with them still those Troians did detain ; iisn 

Which Pyrrhm thither brought {and did with hate pursue, 
To wreak Ac/tilled death, at Troi/ whom Paris slew) 
There hy .Fandrasus kept in sad and servile awe. 
Who, when they knew young Brute, and that brave shape 

they saw. 
They humbly him desire, that he a mean would he, a:.5 

From those imperious Greets, his countrymen to free. 

He, finding out a rare and sprightly youtii, to fit 
His humour ev'ry way, for courage, pow'r, and wit, 
jissitracus {who, though thn.t by his sire he were 
A prince amongt the Greeks, yet held the Troians deara 
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descended of their stock upon the mother's sidu ; 
For which, he by the Greeks his birth-right was denied) 
Impatient of his wrongs, with him brave Srule arose, 
And of the Troian youth courageous captains chose, 
Kais'd earthquakes with their drums, the ruffling eosignB rear ; 
And, gathering young and old that rightly Troian were, am 
Up to the monntiuns march, through straits and forests 

strong : 
Where, taking-in the towns, pretended to belong 
Unto that Grecian ' lord, some foruea there they put : 
Within whose safer walls their wives and children shut, ST* 
Into the fields they drew, for liberty to stand. 

Which when Pamlrasvs heard, lie sent his strict commandl 
To levy all the pow'r he presently could make : 
So to their strengths of war the Troians them betake, tmf. 

But whilst the Grecian guides (not knowing how or wfaer^ 
The Teucrians were entrench'd, or what their forces were) 
In foul disord'red troops yet straggled, as secure, 
This looseness to their spoil the Troians did allure. 
Who fiercely them aaaail'd ; where stanchlesa fury rap'd 
The Grecians in so fast, that scarcely ono eacap'd : set 

Yea, proud Pandrasus' flight himself could hardly free. 
■WTio, when he saw his force thus frustrated to be, 
And by his present loss his passed error found, 
{Ab by a later war to cure a former wound) 
Doth reinforce his pow'r to make a second fight. aW 

When they whose better wits had over-raatch'd his might, 
Loth what they got to lose, as politicly cast 
Hia armies to entrap, in getting to them fast 
Aniigonus as friend, aiid Anadet his pheere 
(Surpris'd in the last fight) by gifts who hir^d were aw 

Into the Grecian camp th' insuing night to go, 
And feign they were stoln forth, to then- allies to show 
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A ^>oil of all the Troiaa pride ; 
Etiie credulous Grecians guide 
■r, that secretly was laid : m> 

Sh %• tt* IVstMao' hands the GreciaDS were betray'd ; 
^tminumt self surpris'tl ; his crown who to redeem 
C?WA amccljr worth their wrong the Troian race eateem) 
IWr ^•nxj long-sustaiu'd did willingly release : 
And (for k lasting league of amity and peace) 400 

BKgkt /uMifw, his child, far .wife to Brutus gave, 
Aad fixnufa'd them a fleet, with all things they could crave 
Ttb sei thnu out to sea. Who launching, at the last 
TWy 00 l*Tyteia light, an isle ; and, ere they past, 
Unto a temple, huilt to great Diana there, id;, 

TVo ttoblc Brutus went ; wise Trhia ' to enquire. 
To sbow them where the stock of ancient Troy to place. 
Tha Goddess, that both knew and lov'd the Troian race, 
I B«vwJ'd to him in dreams, that furthest to the West, 
I S He should descry the Isle of Albion, highly bleat ; iio 

I Villi Giants lately stor'd ; their numbers now decay'd : 
I ^ \-anquishing the rest his hopes should there be stay'd r 
I \^'herc, from the stock of Troy, those puissant kings should 
I rise, 

I IThose conquests from the W^st the world shouldacant suffice. 
I Thus anawer'd, great with, hope, to sea they put again, 11a 
I.An^i s^frly under sail, the hours do entertain 

■ Witli sights of sundry shores, which they from far descry : 
K And viewing with delight th' Azarian Mountains high, 
■pne walking on the deck unto his friend would say 

■lAs I have heard some tell) ' So goodly Ida lay.' 420 

I Thus talking mongst themselves, theysun-humt^/r«'keep 
■Upon the lee-ward still, and (sulking up the deep) 
B'or MaurUmia make : where putting-in, they find 
K|L remnant (yet reserv'd) of th' ancient i^nian kind, 

■ ' One of tlie titlei of Diana. 
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By brave Antenor brought from out the Greekiah apoilt 
(0 long renowned Troy .' of thee, and of thy toils, 
What country had Dot heard 1) whicl), to tbeir General, then 
Great Cwineus had, the strong'et of mortal men ; 
To whom (with joyful hearta) Diana's will they show. 

Who eaa'iy being won along with them to go, 4m 

They altogether put into the wat'ry plain ; 
Oft-times with pirates, oft with monsters of the main, 
Distressed in their way ; whom hope forbids to fear. 
Those PUlars first they pass, which Jove's great son did rear, 
And cuffing those stern waves, which like huge mountains roll, 
(Full joy in ev'ry part possessing ev'ry soul) ah 

In Aquilaine at last the I lion race arrive. 
Whom strongly to repulse, when as those recreants strive, 
They (anchoring there at first but to refresh their fleet. 
Yet saw those savage men so rudely them to greet) 4M 

Unshipp'd their warlike youth, advancing to the shore. 
The dwellers, which perceiv'd such danger at the door. 
Their King Gtoffurius get to raise his pow'rful force : 
Who, must'ring up an host of mingled foot and horse, 
Upon the Troiana set ; when suddenly began mi 

A fierce and dangerous fight : where Corimus ran 
With slaughter through the thick-set squadrons of the foea. 
And with his arm^d axe laid on such deadly blows. 
That heaps of lifeless trunks each passage stopp'd up quite, 
Groffarim having lost the honour of the fight, a/i 

Kepairs his ruin'd pow'rs ; not ao to give them breath : 
When they, which must be freed by conquest or by death, ^ 
And conquering them before, hop'd now to do no less, 
(Tlie like in courage still) stand for the hke success. 
Then stern and deadly war put on his horrid'st shape ; m 
And wounds appear'd so wide, as if the grave did gape 
To swallow both at once ; which strove as Imth should fall, 
When they with slaughter Beem.'d to be encircled all ■, 
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M'liol'ii 1\tmH fof the rest) Bruit's sister's valiant son, 

(fly wliote approvM ileeds that day was cliiefly won) teo 

Hix hoiuirMl alew outright through hts peculiar strenglh : 

By nnliitudes of men yet over-press'd at length. 

His nobler uncle theie, to his immortal name, 

§ Hie city TaroH built, and well-endow'd the same. 

.-f/hwa sailing then, theyairivM quickly here 4^ 

I j»Ta in this world men half so joyful were, 

stioais heard up to heav'n, when they beheld the land) 
o Uiis very place where Tolness now doth etand, 
T^TSl Mi iheir gods of Troi/, Idsstng the blessed shore ; 
YImu, fdnging this Isle, long-promis'd them before, 419 

AwOBSst the ra^ed cleeves those monstrous Giants sought : 
W^ of their dreadful kind, t' appall the Troians, brought 
dinAt Qo^magog, an oak that by the roots could tear : 
J So mighty were (that time) the men who liv^d there : 
Bat, for the use of arms he did not understand m 

(KxMpt some rock or tree, that, coming next to hand, 
lltt ras'd out of the earth to execute his rage) 
Ho diallenge makes for strength, and off'reth there his gage. 
Which Corin taketh up, to answer by-and-by, 
IfjKin this son of earth liis utmost pow'r to try. *m 

All doubtful to which part the victory would go, 
Upon that lofty place at Piymmth call'd the Hoe, 
Those mighty wrastlers ' met ; with many an ireful look 
AVho threat'ned, as the one hold of the other took : 
But, grappled, glowing fire shines in their sparkling eyes. «& 
And, whilst at length of arm one from the other lies, 
Their lusty sinews swell like cables, as they strive : 
Their feet such trampling make, as though they forc'd to drive 
A thunder out of earth : which stagger'd with the weight : 
Thus, either's utmost force urg'd to the greatest height. 4m 

' The description of the wrastling betwixt Coriimi^ aiid Qngmagog, 
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Whilst one upon his hip the other seeks to lift, 

And th' adverse (by a turn) doth from liis cunning shift, 

Their short-fetch'd trouhled breath a hollow noise doth inake,1 

Like bellows of a forge. Then Cor'm, up doth take 

The Giant twixt the grayna ; and, voiding of his hold, 

(Before his combrous feet he well recover couldj, 

Pitch'd head-long from the hil! ; aa when a man doth thron 

An axtree, that, with sleight deliver'd from the toe, 

Hoots up the yielding earth : so that his violent fall, 

Strook JV^i^jine with such strength, as shoulJer'd him wilhall j| 

That where the monstrous waves like mountains late il 

stand. 
They leap'd out of the place, and left the bared sand 
To gaze upon wide heaven : so great a blow it gave. 
For which, the conquering Brvie on Corimus brave 
This horn of land hestow'd, and nuirk'd it with his name ; 
§ Of Gorin, Cornwall call'd, to his immortal fame. 

Clear Dert delivering thus the famous Brute's arrive, 
Infiam'd with her report, the straggling rivulets strive 
So highly her to raise, that Timj (whose banks were bles 
By her beloved Nymph, dear Lernan) which addrest 
And fully with her self determined before 
To sing the Danish spoils committed on her shore. 
When hither from the East they came in mighty swarms. 
Nor could their native earth contain their numerous ar 
Their aurcreaae grew so great, as forced them at last 
To seek another soil (aa bees do when they cast) 
And by their impious pride how hard she was bested. 
When all the country swam with blood of Saxons shed : 
This River (as I said) which had determin'd long 
§ The deluge of the Dams exactly to have song, 
It utterly neglects j and studying how to do 
ITie Deri those high respects belonging her unto, 
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h, and DuTtubrook her to bring 
she yet batli ecarcely fonnd her 
i^H t^tUf Cometh in, and FoHo, which inforce 
tkm fcit w to her fall ; as A'm her closeij' clips, 
Aal «■ Imt Easteni side sweet Leman gently slips 
hht her vtden'd banks, her sovereign to assist ; 
As I'UHid wins for Ex, dear Wner and the Clisl, 
CMftA>ttng their streamB their Mistress' fame to ruse. 
As iJB astet the Ex, so Ex coasumetb these ; 
lA* SMM unthrifty youth, dependiDg on the Court, 
X* vvtt Ml idle name, that keeps a needless port ; 
Xl»i taisiug his old rent, exacts his farmers' store 
ftr^ Und'lonl to euricli, the tenants wondrous poor ; 
\nN> ha\~ing lent him theirs, he tlien consumes his own, 
IaI with most vain expense upon the Prince ia thrown 
1^ ttmOi llie lesser brooks unto the greater pay ; 
« II(Kat«r. they again spend all upon the sea ; 
\, f)<W.V (that her name dotli of the Otters take, 

mudii)g in her banks) and Ax, their utmost make 
Ik Aid slout Dtrt, that dar'd Brute's story to revive. 
\ Vfheii llie Saxmi first the Britons forth did drive, 
p into the hills themselves o'er Sererne sliut : 
jwn this point of land, for refuge others put, 
a that brave race of Brute still fortunate. For where 
Great Srule first disembark'd Lis wand'ring Troians, there 
J His offspring (after long expniat the inner land. 
When they the Saxon power no longer could withstand) em 
Fonnd refuge in their fliglit ; ■where jix and Olrey first 
Oftve these poor souls to drink, oppress'dwith grievous thirst. 

Here I'll unyoke awhile, and turn my steeds to meat : 
The laud grows large and wide : my team begins to sweat. . 
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F in prose and religion it were as justifiable, as in 
poetry and fiction, to invoke a. Local power (for 
anciently both Jeivs, GentUes, and Christians have 
euppoaed to every Country a singular Gmiii^y 
I would tlierein join with the Author, Howsoever, in tl ' 
and all m iiii &oyiit.iSa.:* and so I begin to you. 

26. As Amphitrite clips this Island fortunate. 
When Pope Clement VI. granted the Fortunate Isles 
Lewis Earl of Clerenwrtt, by that general name (meanii^ 
only the Seven Cananes, and purposing their Christian 
conversion) the English Ambassadors at Rome seriously 
doubted,' leat their own country had been comprised in 
the donation. Tliey were Henry of Lavmder Earl of Defbij, 
Hugh Spenser, Ralph Lord Stafford, the Bishop of Oxford, and 
others, agents there with the Pope, that he, as a private 
friend, not as a judge or party interested, should determine 
of Edward tho Third's right to France; where you have this 
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' Rabbin, ml 10. Dan. ; Macrob. SatumaL 3 cap. 9. ; Sjin 
EpiBt. 40, lib. 1.; D. Th. 2. dist. 10. art. 3.; iilii. 
* rjoil ttforo. 
■ Itob. Aveaburieiu. A. xvn. Ed. III. 
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^^H Enibitssage in JVithingltdm,^ coiroct Ihgjtum, Anglia, and 

^^B read FrandcB. Brilam's excellence in earth and air (whence 

^^B tho Macares^ and particularly Crete, among the Greeka, had 

^^r their title) together with the Pope's exactions, in taxing, 

^^P cullating, and provising of benefices (an intolerable wrong 

^V to lay-men's inheritanceii, and the Crown revenues) gave 

cause of this jealous conjecture ; seconded in the conceit of 

tiiero which derive Albion, irom oajSio; ;* whereto the Author 

id his title and this verse alludes. But of Albion more 

I presently. 

29. Amongst whose iron r(K}cs giim Saturn yd remains. 
Fabulous JupUer's ill dealing with his father Saturn is 
well known ; and that after deposing him, and his privities 
cut off, he perpetually imprisoned him. Jlonuir^ joins Japet 
with him, living in eternal night about the utmost ends of 
the earth : which well fits the more Northern climate of 
these Islands. Of them (dispersed in the Deucalidonian Sea) 
in one most temperate, of gentle air, and fragrant with 
I'jweetest odours, lying towards the Northwest, it is 
Reported,* that Satnm lies bound in iron chains, kept hy 
■JBriarmis, attended by spirits, continually dreaming of 
.Jiqiiier's projects ; whereby his ministers prognosticate the 
BBorets of Fate. Every thirty years, divers of the adjacent 
Islanders, with solemnity for success of the undertaken 
voyage, and competent provision, enter the vast seas, and 
at last, in tliis Satamian Isle {by this name the Sea* is called 
also) enjoy the happy quiet of the place ; some in studies 
of nature, and the mathematics, which continue ; others i 

' Eypodigmatis NeaBtriie Iocqh emuniliituB, sub aano 13^ 

* I'nmpoD. Mela 1. 2. a. 7. 

' UiaS e. et Heaiod. in ThBogan. 

* Plotar, de fade in Orbe Luiias. et 1. do defect Oraoul. 
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sensuality, which after thirty years return perhaps to thei*^ 
firat home. This fabulous relation might be, and in part i^ 
by Chymiques as well interpreted for mysteries of theirf 
art, as the common tale of Dadnhi^ Labyrinth, Jason a 
hia Argonauim, and almost the whole chaos of Mythic 
ventions. But neither Geography (for I guess not whetd 
or what this Isle should be, unless that ihsMacir<e<m^ t ' " 
Pantagrndl discovered) nor the matter-self peimits it lea 
poetical (although a learned Greek Father^ out of i 
credulous Historian seems to remember it) than the ElysittH 
fields, which, with this, are always laid by Homsr about 
the isiara, ini^a.Ta -yttitts ;* a, place whereof too large libertj 
was given to feign, because of the difficult possibility in 
finding the truth. Only thus note seriously, that this revo- 
lution of thirty years (which ^rith some latitude is Saturn's 
natural motion) is especially^ neted for the longest period, 
or age also among our Dmids ; and that in a particular 
form, to be accounted yearly irom the sixth moon, as their 
New-year's-day; which circuit of time, divers of the ancients 
reckon for their generations in chronology ; as store' < " 
authors show you. 

«. TAcy instantly again do other bodies iaJ;e. 

You cannot be without understanding of this Fythagoreoi 

opinion of Imnmnimatwn (I have like liberty to naturaliai 

that word, as JApsius had to make it a Roman, by turnin' 

iiMri^>j;ij;wmst) if ever you read any that speaks of Pythagorn 

1 Ralwlms. 

* Clem. Aleiandrin. Stroroat. 6. Odysa. t, Diad, 0. 

* DtmoBt enda of the earth. Upon affinity iif this with the C 
de Finiateire, Goro|iiuH thinks the Elyaiim tields were by " ' 
montory oC Spain, vide Strnb. lib. y. 

» Plin. Hist, Nat. IQ. cap, 44. 

' EuBtat. ad lUad a. Herodol. lib. a. Suid. ia jivti. Co 
Die Not. oftp. 17. 
f A pasaiug of aonls from one to anotkei:. 
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(whom, for this particular, Epipltaniiis reckons among his 
heretics) or discourse largely of philosophical doctrine of 
the soul. But especially, if jou affect it tempered with in- 
viting pleasure, take Lucian's Cock, and his Negromancy ; 
if in serious diBcourse, Plato's Pkwdon, and PJuBdi'us with 
his followerB. JApsius doubts' whether Pythagoras received 
it from the Druids, or they from him, because in hia travels 
he conversed as well with Gaulish as Indian Philosophers. 
Out of Cmsa/r and Lucan inform yourself with full testimony 
of this their opinion, too ordinary among the heathen and 
Jews also, which thought our Savictti^ to be Jeremi/ or Elias 
upon this error ; irreligious indeed, yet such a one, as so 
strongly erected moving spirits, that they did never 

redilKrtf parcere vitx,* 

hut most willingly devote their whole selves to the public 
service ; and this was in substance the politic envoyes 
wherewith Pialo and Cicero concluded their Common- 
wealths, as Macrobius hath observed. The Author, with 
pity, imputes to them their being led awayin blindness of 
the time, and errors of their fancies ; as all other the 
moat divine philosophers (not lightened hy the true word) 
have been, although (mere human sufficiencies only con- 
sidered) some of them were sublimate far above earthly 
conceit : as especially Hermes, Orphetis, Pytihagoras (first 
learning the soul's immortality of Pluirec'jde^ a Sy?mn), 
Seneca, Plalo, and Plutarch; which last two, in a Greek 
bymn of an Eastern Bishop,* are commended to Christ for 
[■auch as came nearest to holiness of any untaught Gentiles. 
If the Druids more large in fitter place. ^J 

■ Fhyaiolog. Stoic. 1. 3. diEsert. 12. ^| 

* JuBtin Martyr, dialog. | 

* Spare in apending their lives, which they hoped to receive aguu. 
" Cioer. Tusculan. 1. 

* Joann Euohaitena. jampridBm Etoniie QMeo4 editns, 
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ei. Qavs answer /mm their caves, and took what sitapes tfuypkass. 
In the Seame (an Isle by the coast of the French Brelai§M) 
Nine Virgins, consecrate to perpetnal chastity, were priests . 
of a famous oracle, remembered liy Mela. His printed bookl 
have Qallicenas vacant ; where that great critic Titrnei ri 
Galli Zenas* or Lenas vacant. Bufc Wliile of Basingstoke v 
have it Cenas,'f as interpreting their profession and religioiu 
which was in an arbitrary metamorphosing themselvesl 
charming the winds (as of later time the Witches o 
land and Finland), skill in predictions, more than natui 
medicine, and snch like ; their kindness being in all chiefly 
to sailors.'- But finding that in the Sijllies were also of both 
sexes such kind of professora, that there were Sitmnike,^ 
strangely superstitious in their Baixhamih, in an Isle of 
this coast (as is delivered by Slrabn), and that the Gajtls, 
Britons, Indians {twixt both whom and Pythagoras is found 
no small consent of doctrine) had their philosophers (under 
which name both priests and prophets of those times were in- 
cluded) calledSfflnia)Mw,^andS«)i7i!', and (perhaps by corruption 
of some of these) Samothei, which, to make it Greek, might 
be turned into Semnothd: I doubted whether some relic of 
these words remained in tliat of MHa,* if you read Ctnas or 
Senas, as contracted from Sixmnnm ; which by deduetioB 
from a root of some Eastern tongue, might signify as 
"aa what we call Astrologers. But of this too much. 



^^Kfrilin. Polyhiat. o»p. . 
^^E'A^.'lra. Dtonyi, Afi 

qvorom H. litera tAeti yel abe«t. viile CuBauboii. ncl «. Strab. 



Wime lowns unto the Saints lliol lived here of yore. 
■ only to tlieir own country Saints {whose names f 
very frequent) but also to the Irish; a peojjGI 

The Gaula call them Jupiter's Priests or Bawds. 
Solin. Polyhist. c "" 
'Alii'irai Dtonyi, 
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anok'ntly (according to the name of the Holy Tslafid^ given 
tu iTeland) much devoted to, and by the English mucli re- 
spected for their holiness aad learning. I omit their fabulous 
Ctesura, niece to Noah, their ^urllurlan,- their Ruan, who, as 
they affirm, first planted religion, before Chiist, among 
them : nor desire I your belief of this Suan's age, which 
by their account (supposing him living 300 years after 
the Flood, and christened hy Saint Patrkk) exceeded 1700 
years, and so was elder than that impostor, whose^ 
feigned continuance of life and restless travels, ever since 
the Passion, lately offered to deceive the credulous. Only 
[ thus I note out of FentraUe Bede, that in the Saxon times, 
it was usual for the English and Oaulkh to make Ireland, aa 
it were, both their University and Monastery, for studies ot 
learning and divine contempl ation, as the life of Gildas^ also, 
and other frequent testimonies discover. 

' ion. Fnm which he first was codUd the Hoar-rock in the wood. 

' That the ocean (as in many otter places of other countries) 
hath eaten up much of what was here once shore, ia a com- 
mon report, approved in the Cornish name of S. Michael's 
Mount ; which is Careg Colu} tti dElotn;^ i.e., the hoar-rock 

gin the wood. 

. And our Main-Amber Itei-e, and Burien tri^hy 

lain-Ambtr, i.e., Ambroses stone (not {a.r irom Pensans), so 
f great that many men's united strength cannot remove it, 

' Festo Avieno Ineula sacra dicta Uibemia, 
' Girald. Cambraua. diat. 3, cap. 2. 

" Aaauema Cordounier (dictus in historia Gallica Victorie ante trien- 
" ' m edita rfe ii jNiir, &e.) oiiLaa partes olim egiase videutur Joaephua 
'""' laoiuB (refereute Episcnpo ArinBoiauo npud Matth. Paris " 
) et Joauneii ills {Guidon! Booato in AatrologlA sio iudi- 
nptatoa) BnttB-deos, 

* In Bibliothoo. Floriacena. edit, per Joaun. 6l Boaoo. 
' Caraw Dsatuipt, Com. Lib . 2, 
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yet with one finger you may wag it. The Burten trophy is 
19 stones, circularly disposed, and, in the middle, one much 
exoeediDg the rest in greatness ; by conjecture of most 
learned Camden, greeted either under the Romans, or elsa J 
by King Athclstan in his conquest of these pai'ts. 

100. Were worthy of his end, bui where he had his birth.' 
Near Camd, about Camblan, wns Arthur* slain by MardredS 
and on the same shore, East from the river's mouth, bom il 
Tiiiiagd castle. Chiiois Prince of Cornwall at Uther-Pen- 
dragon's coronation, solemnized in Londort, upon divers too 
kind passages and lascivious regards twixt the King and 
his wife Ige?-ne, grew very jealous, in a rage left the court, 
committed his wife's chastity to this castle's safeguard ; and 
to prevent the wasting of his country (which upon this 
discontent was threatened) betook himself in other forts to 
martial preparation. Vlhr (hia blood still boiling in luat), 
upon advice of Ulfin Bhiiiaradoch, one of his knights, by 
Ambrose Merlin's magic personated like Gorlois, and Vlfii 
like one Jordan, servant to Gorlois, made such 
use of their imposture, that (the Prince in the mean timi 
slain) Arlhiir was the same night begotten, and veritif 
that mStn rs f^o^^e/ yttielm &/i.ii»orts ]^ although 3Terlm by the 
rule of Hermes, or astrological diredion, justified that he 
was conceived three hours after Gmlois' death ; by this shift 
answering the dangerous imputation of bastardy to the 
heir of a crown. For Uther, taking Tgeme to wife, left 
Arthur hia successor in the Kingdom. Here have you a 
Jupiter, an Alcjnena, an Amphilnjo, a Sosiits, and a Mercury; 
nor wants there scarce anything, but that truth-passing 
reports of poetical bards have made the birth an Bercuks. 
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sac. Knmiti by one geueral name «/wn Gtis point thcU dmeU. 
The name Durmunni, DavimnU, or Danmmii, in Solinus 
and BIdemy, comprehended the people of DeeoTKhire and 
ComunUi: whence the Lhiird-prontonton/ is called Dam »('«»» 
in* Martian Beraeleotes; and ll^Uliam of Malmsbury, Florence of 
Worcester, Moger of Hoeeden, and others Btyle DtmmUre by 
naine of Doiimonia, perhaps all from QuBf neint, i.e., low 
valieys in British ; wherein, are most hahitations of the 
countrT, aa judicious Camden teaches me. 
ai. Or Ihal Ihis/oreland lies furth'st out into his sight, 

fHuch spreads his vigiMwts flames 

Fuller report of the excelleuce in wrastling and nimble- 
ne8s of body, wherewith -thia Western people have been, 
and are famous, you may End in Carcw's description of hia 
country. But to give reason of the climate's nature for this 
prerogative in them, I think as difficult as to show why 
about the Maytilanic Straits they are so white, about the 
Cape de Buon ^ptran^a so "black,^ yet both under the same 
Tropic ; why the Abyssins are but tawny Moors, when as ia 
the East Indian Isles, Zeilan and Malabiir, they are very black, 
both in the same parallel ; or why we that live in thia 
liorthern latitude, contpared with the Southern, should not 
be hke affected from like cause. I refer it no more to the 
Sun than the special horsemanship in our Nortliei-n men, the 
nimble ability of the Irish, the fiery motions of the French, 
k Itaiit^ jealousy, German liberty, Spanisli puffed-up vanity, or 
I iJtoBe different and perpetual carnages of state-go veminent, 
't and delay,^ which, as in-bred qualities, were remarkable 
lin the two most martial people of Greece. The cause of 
opiun blackness andcurledhair was long since judiciously 




* OrUlius theatro. 

* Thucjiiid. n at passim, de Athen. et Laoejipm.; et do 'fheliia et 
' ' ' ' 7. Coliiiuell, I. de S.B Iiuatic. cap. 4. 
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fetched' from the disposition of soil, air, water, and singular 
operations of the heavens ; with confutation of tliose which 
attribute it to the Sun'e distance. And I am resolved that 
every land Lath its so singular self-oature, and individual 
habitude with celestial influence, that human knowledge, 
consisting most of all iiL universality, is not yet furnished 
with what is requisite to so particular discovery : but for 
the learning of tbia point in a special treatise lijppocraieSf.. 
Ptolemy, Bodin,, others, have copious disputes. 

312, JFkkh mw the envious world dolk slander for a dream. 
I should the sooner have been of the Author's opinion (in I 
more than poetical form, standing for Brute) if in any Greek 
or Latin story authentic, speaking of yEneas and his planting I 
in Laiium, were mention made of any such like tiling. To J 
reckon the learned men wliich d«ny him, or at least permit J 
him not in conjecture, were too long a catalogue : anil-l 
indeed, this critic age scarce any longer endures any nation ■! 
their first supposed Author's name ; not Ilalm to the Italian, J 
not Mi^alus to the Spaniard, Balo to the Hollander, BTohoM 
to the £rabantine, Francio to the 'JV'ewcA, Cdtis to tlie CeltfM 
Galathes to the Gaul, Scota to the Scot; no, nor scarce I{0'^ 
muius to his Home, because of their unlikely and fictitious 
mixtures : especially this of Brute, supposed long before the 
beginning of the Olympiads (whence all time backward is 
justly called by Farro,' unknown or fabulous) some 2,700 and 
mx>re years since, about Samutl's time, is most of all doubted. 
But (reserving my censure) I thus maintain the Author : 
although nor Greek nor Latin, nor our country stories of 
Bede and Mabiieshirij especially, nor that fragment yet le- - 

' Ooeucrit. ap. Strabon. lib. u. 

' Ap.Cea8orm.deDieNat.cap.21.ChriatoplL.HelaioiChroiioIogiani 
Boquimar, itt accnratijie temporuni BtLbductioni hou loci incnmbamaaa 
refl poatolat ; veriun et Ule aatia aucuratii, ^ul SoniueUB priefeoturam ■ 
&.U. 3350. baiit iniqiio computo poBuit, 
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mBtning of GUdas, Gpenk of him ; and that his name were 
not published until Geffrey of Monmouth's edition of the 
British story, which grew and continuea much euspected, in 
much rejected ; yet observe that Talksifin, a great Bard,^ 
more than 1 ,000 years since affirms it ; Ncnniw (in some copies 
he is under name of Gildas) above 800 years past, and the 
Gloss of Samuel Bmulan, or some other, crept into his text, 
mention both the common report, and descent from JEmas; 
and withal (which I take to be Netinius's own), make him 
son to one Isido or Sesickia (perhaps meaning Asekenas, of 
whom more to the Fourth Song) continuing a pedigree to 
Adam, joining these words : This Genmlogy I found by tra- 
dUUm of the ancients, which were first inhabtlanls of Britain.^ 
In a manuscript Epistle of Henry of Ewniingdo)^ to one 
Wann, I read the Latin of this English : " You ask me, Sir, 
■why omitting the succeeding reigns from Brute to Julius Gtesar, , 
J begin my story at Cffisar 1 / answer ym, that neither by word 
Nor wrUvng, could I find amy certainty of those limes ; although 
wUh diligent search I oft ifiquired U, yet this year in my journey 
iowards Some, in tJie A bbey of Beccensam, even with amazement, 
Ifov/nd the story of Brute :" and in his own printed book he 
affirms, that what Bede had in this part omitted, was sup- 
plied to him by other authors ; of which Girald seems to 
have had use. The British story of Mmvniouth was a trans- 
lation (but with much liberty, and no exact faithfulness) of 
a Welsh book, delivei'ed to Geffrey by one Walter Arch- 
deacon of Oxford, and hath been followed {the translator 
being a man of some credit, and Bishop of S. Asaph's, under 
King Stqihen) by BmUcits Firunniits an Italian j most of oar 

> lo. Pria. def. Hiat. Brit. 
• Ex vctuatiaa & perpuluhri MS. Nennio mib titulo GildiE. 

> Lib. de BanunitatibiiB renmt qui 10 ost hiatorianim in MS. Hun- 
tinfidon began hia Hiatory at Ctt'sar, but upon batter inquisitioQ 
added Brato. Libniiu illuin, in quo'" -■'■ -" • '■ — " — '-- — 
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Country Historians of middle times, and this age, apeakii 
60 certainly of him, that they blazon liis coat' to you, 
Liuvs combalnnl, and croivned. Or, in afield gules; others. Or,, 
a lAoTi piismnt gules; and lastly, by Doctor fFTiik of Basing- 
stoke, lately living at Doway, a Ciyiunt Palatine, according t» 
the title bestowed by the Imperials^ upon their professorB,. 
Arguments are there also drawn from some aiHnily of 
Greek^ tortgiie, and much of Troian and Greek names, witi 
the British. Tliese things are the more enforced by Cam^JW^^ 
Britons, through tliat universal desire, bewitching our Europe, 
to derive their blood from Troians, which for them might 
as well be by* supposition of their ancestors' marriages with 
the hither deduced Eomam. Colonies, who by original were 
certjunly Troian if their antiquities deceive not. You may 
add this weak conjecture ; that in t>hose large excursions of 
the^Gnu/s, Cimmerians, and Cells (among them I doubt not 
but were many Britons, having with them community of 
nation, manners, climate, custonas ; and Brennus himself is 
affirmed a Briton) which under indifitinct names when this 
Western world was undiscovered, overran lialj/, Greece, 
part of Ada, it is reported* that they came to Tivi/ for aafo*' 
guard; presuming perhaps upon like kindness, as 
of twixt the Trmans and Eoma-jis, in their wars with AnOo- 
(lAii^ (which was lovingrespect through contingence of blood) 
upon like cause remembered to them by tradition. Briefly, 
seeing no national etory, except sucb as Thutydides, Xmo. 
;phm, Polybius, Cwswr, Tadlus, Proeopius, Caidacuzen, the late 
GuiedaTdin, Commines, Maccltia/sel, and their like, which 
were employed in the state of their times, can justify them- 
selves but by tradition ; and that many of the Fathers andi 
Ecclesiastical Historians,^ especially the Jewish Eahbina<] 

' HimUng. Nioh. Ujiton. de ro militari. 2. 

' C. tit. de profesBorib. 1. unii^, ' Girald deacript. cap. 15. 

* Cnmdon. ' Ageaianai ap. Strab. lib. ly. ' Troy. Pomp. lib. 31, 

' Melchior Cauns lib. 1 1. de Aut. Hist. Unm. de bia ^tiuuna.. 
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and successive report} have inserted upon tradition nmuy 

relations current enough, where Holy Writ crosses them 

I not : you shall enough please Haturn and Mercury, presidents 

■ of antiquity and learning, if ivitli the Author you foster this 
Kbelief. Where are the authorities (at least of the names) of 

\Jannes and Jamhres^ the writings of Emich, and other suoh 
Jjike, which we know by divine tradition were ) The sama 
1 might he of that infinite loss of authors, whose 
are so frequent in Slqihen, Athenavs, Phdarch, Cle- 
mens, Polybms, Livy, others. And how dangerous it were to ' 
ixaniine antiquities by a foreign writer (especially in those 
times) you may see by the Stories of the Hebrews, delivered 
n Jxisl'm, Straho, Tacitus, and such other, discording and con- 
trary {beside their infinite omissions) to Mosc^ infallible 
P.context. Nay he with his successor Joshua is copious in 
■l^e Israelites entering, conquering, and expelling the 6ei;ge- 
Ewtes,* Jebusites, and the rest out of the Holy Land; yet no 
iritness have they of their transmigration, and peopling of 
Africa, which by testimony of two pillars,^ erected and en- 
graven at TingU hath been affirmed. But you blame me 
thus expatiating. Let me add for the Author, that oor 
B most judicious antiquary of the last age, John Leland,^ with 
kreason and authority hath also for Bfiite argued strongly. 

I aar. NeH, Sylvius km succeeds . 

■ So goes the ordinary descent ; but some malie Si/lvivs son 

■ to ^Eneas, to whom the prophecy was given : 

I Serum Lamnia coniunx 

I Edmel sylvis regem re^mque pareidem.* 

I As you have in Virffil, 

I ' Origen. aA 35. Matth. • See the Sirth Song! 

■ = ProuopiiiB de Bell. VandilJc lib. I. ' Ad Cyg. Cant. 
I • .Eneid. vi. et ibid. Sorv. HoDoratuB, 

B After thy death Lavinia briugs 

I A king bora in the wuimIb, Father of kings. 



THE FIRST SONG. 



31] 



wn. Ilisparenl's only death 

From these unfortunate accidents, one^ will have hit(l 
name Brotus, as from the Greek 0°<itIi(, i.e., mortal; but rather J 
(if it had pleased him) iiom ^gtroiit, i.e., bloody, 

410. He slwuld desert/ the Me 0/ Albion, highly ilest; 
Hia request to Dlawi in an hexastich, and her answwl 
in an ogdoastich, hexameters and pentameters, discovered! 
to him in a dream, with his sacrifice and ritual ceremonies.I 
are in the British story : the verses are pure Latin, - 
clearly (as is written of JpoUo^} was not in those times 
spoken by Diaiui, nor understood by Brute : therefore i 
charity, believe it a translation - by G-lldm a British 1 
as Vimnnlus tells you. The Author takes a justifiablaj 
liberty, making her call it Albion, which was the old namaj 
of this Isle, and remembered in PUni/, Mwreian, the booi 
frtgJ nos/iou, falsely attributed to ArisloUe, Stephen, Apvidm 
others ; and our Monk of Bury' calls Renry the Fifth 

|)rottctour d{ Urtttt'a iSIiiion, 

often using that name for tlio Island. From AIMtU 
daughter to Diockslan* King of J^i/ria, some fetch the n 
others from a lady of that name, one of the Danaidsji 
affinning their arrival' here, copulation with spirits, 
bringing forth Giants ; and all this above 200 years befora 
Brute. But neither waa there any such King in Syri'i, i 
had Danaui (that can be fouad) any such daughter, 1 
travelled they for adventures, but by their father wi 
newly married,* after slaughter of their husbands ; brie( 
nothing can be written more impudently fabulous. Other 

■ BaainBatoch. lib. I. ' Cicer. c3b Divinnt. lib. 2. 

' lo. Lidgat. lib. Aa BbU. Troian. 5, at alibi siepiiis. 

' Chronic, S. Albrnii. " Hugo lie Genes, ap. Harding, cap. ; 

* PmisauiaB in Laconic. 
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■ from King Alhion, Neptuiie's eon ; from the Greek i>.3isi* 
m others, or from (I know not what) Olibhis a Celtish King, 
B remembered by the false Manelhim. Follow them rather, 
I which will it ab albis rupibus,"^ whereby it is Bpecially con- 
K Bpicuous. So was an Isle in the Indian Sea called Leuca, 
M i.e., white, and another In Tonlus,^ supposed also fortunate 
m and a leceptecle of the souls of those great heroes, Feleus 
maad Achiiles. Thus ■wa.i a place by Tuler called Albtona," 
Band the very name of Albion was upon tlie Alps, which from 
BUke cause had their denomination ; Alpum in the Sahin 
Btongue (from the Greek fi^poi-), signifying white. Some 
Bnuch dislike this derivation, because^ it comes from atongue 
■i(8uppose it either Greek or Lalin) not anciently communi- 
■cated to this Isle. For my part, I think clearly (against 
■the common opimon) that the name of Britain was known 
Kto strangers before Albion. I could vouch the finding* of 
Bone of the masts of Riero's Ship it rdfi i^iai rq; Bfirav/ad 
Kf judicions correction admonished me not rather to read 
^^serriecvq;, i.e., the now lower Calabria in Ilahj, a place above 
Bpli other, I remember, for store of ship-timber, commended^ 
H>y AlcUmdea to the Laeedcemonians. But with better surety 
Kan I produce the express name of Bsiranixuv viisiov,^ out of 
Hft writer* that Uved and travelled in warfare with Scipio ; 
■before whose time Scylax (making a Catalogue of twenty 
Bother Isles) and Serodolns <to whom these Western parts 
Bwere by his confession unkDown) never bo much as speak 
nf us by any name. Afterward was Albion imposed uiwa 

■ • Happy. t From IVhite CIIITb. 

' KDpA TJJi/ Xtuc^v a-m^v uti Euripides in Andromiiclii, magia 
vellem, qukm oSi'ica at rd ?rapivri cti-uiri Td \ivt^ r^rucrui, (juod 
vanit Diony aiuB Afer. 

* Strabo lib. t. et Sixt. Pompeiua in Alpnm. 
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^BM cause before touched, expressing the old Brilish name ^^^ 
Snis-fpttn :• which argument moves me before all other, for 
that I see it usual in antiquity to have names among 
strangers in their tongue just fiignificaut with the same in 
the language of the country to which they are applied ; 
as the Red Sea ia (in Strabo, Curtius, Stephoi, others) named 
irom a. King of that coast called Erytkra:us (fcr, to speak of 
red sand, as some, or red hiUs, as an old writer,^ were but 
refuges of shameful ignorance), which was surely the same 
with Esau, called in Holy Writ Mdom ;^ both signifying 
(the one in Greek, the other in Hebrew) rtd. So the River 
Nilt^ in Hebrew and Egyptian called minis', i.e., 6/aeA, 13 
observed by that mighty prince of learning's state, Joseph 
Scaliger, to signify the same colour in the word A/yiwrjoe, J 
used for it by Homer;* which is inforced also by the black j 
Statues^ among the Greeks, erected in honour of NUe, named ■ 
also expressly Melas ;" so in proper names of men ; jSimos 1 
Zdotes,^ in Luke, ia but Simon the Ca/ttaanite, and 'T^oysir,; inl 
OrpAtits the same with jJfas&) ; Janns with. Oemims : and inl 
our times those Authors, Melanchlhon, Maginis, Theocrmus, \ 
felarfftts, in their own language tut Sicerlearih, Cooke, Fouri' 
- lain de Dim, Sttrrka. Divers such other plain examples 
might illustrate the conceit; but, these sufficient. Take 
largest etymological hberty, and you may have it from 
EUanrban,^ i.e., tJie IVhite Isle, in Scottish, as they call theii- 
AlhcmUt; and to fit all together, the name of Britain from 
B^tth-inis, i.e., tite Coloured Isle in Welsh ; tivist which and J 

- The White Isle. 

' Umnius itt Arabic, ap. Staph, vcpl iro\. in Epufifti. 

' Gen. 3tf. Num. 20. ' Jeaai, 23. Jinn. 2. 

' OdyBB. i, — ^IjirrDio fiiutrioc nornfiuio. fort^ talnen, fluviuii i 

^topti, lit Hebrreia B>-ivi9 nnj Gen. 15. e ' '"' ' 

"^Pausm. Arcadio. f/. 
* Feetua in Alceilo. 
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the Greek Bfiroi',^ or B^irmy (used for a Jdnd of drinlfc 
nearly like our beer), I wouldlwith tlie French ForcaMu^ 
think affinity (as Italy was called Oenolria, from the name 
" le) were it not for that Bfiro( may be had from an 
I ordinary primitive, or else from B^lSu, i.e., sweet (aa Solirma 
I teaolies, making Brittymart signify aa much as Sweet Virgin) 
[-in the Crdk tongue. But this is to play ivith syllables, and 
I Kbuse precious time. 

464. The City Turon MU— ■ 

Understand lours npon Loire in France, whose name and 
I' foundation the inhabitants refer* to Tiirnus (of the same 
(time with .Mneas, but whether the samewhich Virgil speaks 
I of, they know not) : hia funeral monuments they yet show, 
■ twaat of, and from him idly derive the word Torneamevis. 
P The British story says Bride built it (so also Nennius) and 
' from one Tvron, Brute's nephew there buried, gives it the 
ne, Horner is cited for testimony ; in his works extant 
8 not found. But, because he had divers others (which 
ongful time hath fiJched ftwm us) as appears in Heradotus . 
ind Suiilas, you may in favour think it to be in some of 
rthose lost ; yet I cannot in conscience offer to persuade yon 
that he ever knew the continent of Gaul (now, in part, I 
iFranM) although a learned German^ endeavours by force of I 
Iffit and etymology, to carry Ulysses (which he makes of I 
WSlisma in Genesis) into Spain, and others before him' (bnt [ 
[■falsely) into the Northern parts of fiffl/iu/ifi. But for Howler's , 
f knowledge, see the last note to the Sixth Song. 

' Vooabnlo Epirov Bfii sirnt .EaciiyliiH, Sophoolas, Hellanicns, Ar- 

cliilochiiB, Eecat^Eoa ap. AthenicuTi^ DeipnOBoph. 10. lifri rnii icpiSlvvu 

Sii'Dv ejasdem foci nature cum tjythn & Curmitbe apud Dioacnridem 

lib. ot cap. btJ & nnj. fortS xapd id ^fiiiir, 

' AnAvi du Chesue ea lea Becherchez dea villes 1. oa, i 

■ GoropiuH in Hispanic, 4. vide Strab. Geograph. y. et ! 
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«4. So mighty were that time tlie men Ihat lived there : 
If yoii trust our Btories, you must believe the land theol 
peopled with Giants, of vast bodily composture. I hav« 
read of the NephiUm, the E^haiim, Anakim, Og, Onliath, anctl 
other in Holy Writ : of Mars, TUyus, Antwus, Twnus, ant 
the Titans in Homer, Virgil, Omd; and of Adam's Htataraa 
(according to Je-msh fiction') e<|^ualling at first the world'* 
diameter : yet sedug that Nature {now aa fertile as of old) J 
hath in her effects determinate limits of quantity, that i 
AristoiUs time' (near 3,000 years since) their beds were bafej 
six foot ordinarily (nor is the difference, twist ours and a 
Greek dimension, much) and that near the same length wafts 
our Saviour's Sepulchre, as Adamnan informed King Alfrid^ 
I could think that there now are some as great statures as 
for the most part have heen, and that Giants were but of a 
Bomewhat more than vulgar excellence^ in body, and martial 
performance. If you object the finding of great bones, 
which, measured by proportion, largely exceed our times, I 
first answer, that in some singulars, aa monsters rather than • 
natural, sueh proof hath been ; but withal, that both now | 
and of ancient time,^ the eye's judgment in such like hath 
been, and is, subject to much imposture ; mistaking boner^ 
of huge beasts for human." Claudius brought over his 
elephants hither, and perhaps JkUus CcEmr some, (for I have 
read'' that he terribly irighted the Britons, with sight of 
one at Coway slal-es) ajid so may you be deceived. But this , 
is no place to examine it. 

' Rabbi Eleazikr ap. Riccinm in epit. Talnmd. cietenilli in hio ri 
sllegoriam vide ap, D. Cyprianum Serm. de montib. iliina & Sion. 

* npo^\tlli. ^q;^. CI. ' Bed, Uiet, EuolesinBt. 5, cup, IT. 

* 'EifUjiSnc (toi iTioriififvoi jroAfjioi'. Barueh. cap. y. Conaule, ai 

flacet, Scoliger. Bxercitat, Bccim. becceselan. 2. ; Atigustin. dv. Dei 
5. cap. 23.; Clemeut, Rom. Kecagnit. 1.; Laotaat.; Ac. 
' Sneton. Ootav, cap. 72, 
' Dio CasB. lib. E. 
7 PolyEKn. Strategemat. t), iii Ciesa.re, 
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^^^M tux. Of Corin, CaTav/a\l call'd, to his immotial fame. 

^^^B Bo, if you believe the tale of Coritt, and Gogmagog : bot 

^^^B rather imagine the aame of Cornwall from this promoutoiy 

^^^B of tliG Land's End ; extending itself like a horn,' whicli in 

^^H most tongues is Corn, or very near. Thus was a promon- 

^^^^ tury in Cy/trus," called Cerastes, and in the now Candy or 

^^^H Cr^e, and Gazaria, (the old Taurica Ckersonesus) another 

^^^1' titled Kgwu fiitia^yi,* and Bmndusium in Italy had name from 

^^^B Srendoii or HreniUm^' i.e., a HarPs-head, in the Messapiaa 

^^^m tongue, for similitude of horns. But MalTnesbury* thus : 

^^^K Tlteij are rnlkd Comewalshmen, bemuse heittg seated «i the 

^^^B Wedemparl of Britain, iliey Ik oner against a flora (a pro- 

^^^ montory) of Gaul. The wliole uame is, as il' you should 

loy Corne-wales; for hither in. the Saaw^ conquest the Brilish 

called Welsh (signifying the people, rather than strangers as 

the vulgar opinion wills) made transmigration : whereof an 

old Rhymer :^ 

, Clu licbit tliAl tner of horn fatUbeS, as in Cornhiaile anb 

SrutDDS tier itamare sdupeli, at ISaltns nfaiis. 

Such wafl the language of your fathers between 300 and 
400 years since : and of it more hereafter. 

iv). The dehige of the Dane exactly to have song. I 

In the fourth year of Brilhric," King of the West Saxons, \ 
at I'orllartil, and at this place (which makes the fiction , 
, proper) three ships of Danish Pirates entered : the King's 
Lieutenant offering inquisition of their iiame, state, and 
I cause of arrival, waa the first English man, in this ^rat 



I. Staph. Bpi(uri((. et Suid, in Bpfi'J, 
eg. 2. cap, 6. ' Rob. OlooeatrBiW, 
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Danish invasion, elain by their hand. Miserable losaea a 
continual, had the English by their frequent irrujitions from 
this time till the Norman Conquest ; twixt which intercedei 
279 years: and that less account of 230,^ during whiel 
space this land endured their tloody slaughters, 
to some men's calculation, begins nt King EUtdiilpk; ( 
whose time Henry of Huniingdon, and Roger of Huvedeii, refajli 
the beginning of the Hatiish mischiefs, continuing so intoleM 
able, that under King Etlidred was there begun a tributflS 
insupportable (yearly afterward exacted from the subjects) 
to give their Kin g Swain, and so prevent their insatiate rapine. 
It was between 30 & 40 thousand pounds^ {for I find no 
certainty of it, so variable are the reports) not instituted 
for pay of Garrisons, imployed in service against them {as 
upon the misunderstanding of the Confesm's Laws some ill 
affirm) but to satisfj' the wasting enemy ; but so that it 
ceased not, although their spoils ceased, but was collected 
to the use of the Crown untiL King Stephen promised to 
remit it. For indeed S. Edward upon imagination of seeing 
a devil dancing about the whole sum of it lying in 
treasury, moved in conscience, caused it to be repaid, t 
released the duty, as Ingvlph Abbot of Croidand tells yi 
yet observe him, and read Flurcnee of Worcester, Marian t 
Scot, Hmry of Hunlingdort, and Itoger Horeden, and you v 
confess that what I report thus from them is truth, ; 
different much from what vulgarly is received. Of t 
Daiiiish race were afterward three Kings, Cntd, ffardcnul, a; 
Harold the First. 

, B49, Sis offspring after long e^ipuh'd the inner land, 
fter some 1,500 years from the supposed arrival of t 

^ Andaoter lege ducentoa vice roC tracantoa in foL 237. Hoveiien^ 
oni prologum libra qiunto H. Huntindoii. committfia licet, 
showed agiuDat a common error, both in remiwion and instltl 

* Mariano Sooto 36,000. libKt, et Florentio Wiijuva, 
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^^^H fi'inarM,* their posterity were by incroacbntent of i 
^^^^ Jutes, Angles; Dunts (for among the Stj-ons that noble Dmti^ 
^^^B.«ills that Burely Daiits were) Frisians'^ and Franks driven 
^^^vinto those AVeatorn parts of the now Wales and Comwales. 
^^^BiOur stories have this at lai^e, and the &ixon Heptarchy ; 
^^m which at last by pubUe edict of King £chert was called 
Giijle-lonb. But John Bishop of Cluirkf^ saith it had that 
name from the first coming of the Angles; others from 
tiie name of nunrjist* (a matter probable enough) whose 
name, wars, policies, and government, being first invested 
[hy Voriigcm in Kaii, are above all the other Germans most 
aiotable in the JSrifish Btories : and ntirdmg 
S!f calleU ft Engestes lanU, 
SHhich aftcrtnarU bas sttatUti, an& talWa tSnslonD. 
accords that of one of our country old Poets ;' 
Engidi Untpid canii insula Brulif 
1 1 should add the idle conceits of Godfrey of Piterbo, d 
ing the name from I know not what Angri, the insertion o 
J., for M. by Pope Gregory, or the conjectures of unlimitable 
^hantasj', I should unwillingly, yet with them impudently, 



* Chronologiam hAc spectactein conEalae in iUustrat. ad. 4 
^ Jail. Cuitz, Anoal. Hulland. 1. &, 6. 

' Proeopina in frag. i. lib. OotMo. ap. Camden. Name of Engl 
' Policratic. lib. 6. cap. 17. 

* Ctrnnic. S. Albani.; Hector, Boet, ^cotoi'. Hist. 7. 
' I. (iower Epigram, io Confeas. Aniantia. 

. j- Britain sings m Hengist'e tongue. 
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The Argument, 



Jfe Mum from Marshwood way atmvmndi. 

Along tte nhore throvgh Chesill'a sande : 

When, OBfTtoiVd, Iter heal to cool, 

Shu bathai hermlhe pleaawiit Poole : 

TTitnce, over-land again dolli scour. 

To fetch in Froonit^ and brmij dman Stoure ; 

FalU vrilh New-forest, as ehe smgn 

The iBaitlBn Wood-i{ymp}ui' raietliags. 

WhUel Itchin, in her lofty liye, 

Chants Bevis of Soiith-hnjnpton'a jwow, 

Sht SotOkwaril wilh her active fiigld 

It wo/W to the Isle of Wight, 

Toaeelhe rutle the Sea^goda lirep ; 

There etoagi/frmg in lite SoIsdI deep. 

Thwee HampaliirB-tairii her laaj/ site betida ; 

Ami msitin^ lier ForalfrieiuU, 

Near Saliabuty her nut doth fake : 

Which the her leeoad pauee doth make. 

|6i^ig|ARCH strongly forth my Muae, whilst yet the ti 

Ilil^^igJ Invites ua, cas'ly on to hasten our repair, [gre 

Thou powerful God of flames (in verae divinely^ 
Touch my invention so with thy trae genuine U«a.t, 



F 

^m Thai 
^B Nor 
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That high and noble things I slightly may not tell, 
Nor light and idle toys my lines may vainly awell j 
But as my eubjpct serves, so high or low to Btrain, 
And to the varying earth bo suit my varying vein, 
That Nature in my work thou may'st thy power avowj' 
That as thou first fouud'st Art, aod didst her rules allo^ 
So I, to thine o*n self that gladly near would be, 
May herein do the best, in imitating thee : 
As thou haBt here a hill, a vale there, there a flood, 
A mead here, there a heath, and now and then a wood,,.! 
These things as in my Song I naturally may show ; 
Now, as the mountain high ; then, as the valley low ; 
Here, fruitful as the mead ; there as the heath he bare y 
Then, aa the gloomy wood, I may be rough, though r 

Through the Dormlian fields that lie in open v 
My progress I again must seriously pursue. 
From Marshwoot^s fruitfiil Vale my Journey on to make^j 
(As Pluehis getting up out of the Eastern lake, 
Kefresh'd with ease and sleep, ia to his labour prest j 
Even BO the labouring Muse, here baited with this reatifl 
■\\liereas the little Lim along doth eas'ly creep. 
And Car, that coming down unto the troubled deep, [ 
Brings on the neighbouring Bert, whose batning mellowM 
From all the British soils, for hemp most hugely rank 
Doth hear away the best; to Beri-fort which hath gais'd 
Tiiat praise from every place, and worthily obtain'd h 

Our cordage' from her store and cableB Bhould be made. 
Of any in that kind most fit for marine trade : 
Not sever'd from the shore, aloft where Chmll lifts [drifta, 
Her ridg^ snake-like sands, in wrecks and smoold'iing 
Which by the South-wind raJs'd, are heav'd on little hiUsisfr 
'\\^oBe valleys with his flows when foaming Neptune flllSiiB 

' By Act of PorEatuent, 21 Hen. 8. 
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Upon a thousand swans* the naked Sea-Nymphs ride 
Within the oozy pools, replenish'd every tide ; 
Wliich ninning on, the Isle of i'm-lland pointeth out 
Upon whose tnoisted skirt witli sea-weed fring'd about, 
The bastard coral breeds, that, drawn out of the brack, 
A brittle stalk becomes, from greenish turn'd to black : 
§ Which tb' ancients, for the love that they to Isis bare, 
(Their Goddess most ador'd) have sacred for her hair. 
Of which the Nn'ides, and the blue iVereiW make 
Them tawdries^ for their necks ; when sporting in the h 
They to their secret how'rs the Sea-gods entertain. 
Where Partlmid from her top doth over-peer the main 
Her nigged front empal'd (on every part) with rocks. 
Though indigent of wood, yet fraught with woolly flockg 
Most famous for her folk excelling with the sling, 
Of any other here this Land inhabiting ; 
That therewith they in war offensively might wound, 
If yet the use of shot invention had not found. [pat! 

"WTiere, from the neighbouring hills her passage Wdj dot 
Whose haven, not our least that watch the mid-day, hath 
The glories that belong unto a complete Port ; 
Though IVey the least of all the Ndides that resort 
To the Sorseiian sands from off tlie higher shore. 
The Froome (a nobler Flood) the Muses doth " 
Her mother Blackmen-e's state they sadly would bewail ; 
Whose big and lordly oaks once bore as brave a sail 
& B they themselves that thought tlie largest shades to spn 
But man's devouring hand, with all the earth not fed, 
Hath hew'd her timber down. Which wounded, when it ft 
By the great noise it made, tlie workmen seem'd to tell 

■ The beauty of the many awans npon the Choeills, noted in 
poetical deliciiuy, 
' Sea-Nymphs. 
• A kind of iiooklacea worn by coTiutry v;eiic\iiia. 
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^^H The loss that to the Land would shortly come thereby,^^^! 
^^H Where no man ever plants to our posterity : ^^^H 

^^* That when sharp Winter shoots her aleet and hardned !i^^^ 

e wind. 
e iiaj^^^ 



Or sudden gusts from sea the harmlsBa deer assail. 

The shrubs are not of powV to shield them from the wind. 

Dear Mother, quoth the Froomf, too late (daa) we ii 
The softness of thy sward coutinoed through thy soil, 
To be the only cause of unrecover'd spoil : 
in When scarce the British ground a finer grass doth bearj! 
I^^LiAnd wish I could, quoth she, (if wishes helpful were) 
^^^n Thou neyer by that name of Wlute-hari hadst been known, 
^^Bfut Etyl6d Blacknwre etiU, which rightly was thine own. 
^^Hl'or why, that change foretold the ruin of tliy state : 
^^^BLo, thus the world may soe what 'tis to innovate. 
^^B By this, her own nam'd Town* the wand'ring Froome ha^ 
^^" And quitting in her course old Dorceder at last, 

Approaching near the Poole, at Warkain on her way, 
Ab eas'ly she doth fall into the peaceful Buy, 
Upon her nobler side, and to the Southward near, 
Fair Purhck she beholds, wliieb nowhere hath her p 
So pleasantly in-isl'd on mighty Nejiiutut's 
A Foreat-Nymph, and one of chaste Diajui's charge, 
Imploy'd in woods and launds her deer to feed and kill : 
§ On whom the wat'ry God would oft have had his will ; eo 
And often her hath woo'd, vv'hich never would be won; 
But, Pwbeck (as profess'd a Luntrcss and a nun) ^^1 

The wide and wealthy Sea, nor all his power, respects ; )^^| 
Her marble-minded breast, impregnable, rejects ^^M 

The ugly orks.^ that for their lord the Ocean woo. oi 

Whilst Froomc was troubled thus where nought she hath 
The Fiddle, that this while bestirr'd her nimble feet, [to do, 
■ In f ullin g to the Poole her sister Froome to meet, 

*s Guard. 
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And having in her train two little slender rills I 

(Besides her proper spring) wherewith her banks she £lls,i« J 
To whom since firat the world this later name her lent, 1 

Who anciently was known to be instyliJd Trent,^ I 

Her small assistant brooks her second nama have gain'd. I 
Whilst Piddle and the I'roome each other entertain'dj I 

Oft praising lovely Poole, their beat-beioVKd Bay, ui •! 

Thus Piddle her bespake, to pass the time away: I 

When Poole (quoth slie) was young, a lusty sea-bom lass, I 
Great Album to this Nymph an earnest suitor waa j 1 

And bare himself so well, and so in favour came, I 

That he in little time, upon tliis lovely dame, lit m 

§ Begot three maiden Isles, his darlings and delight : ■ 

The eldest, Brunhey call'd ; the second, Fursey hight j H 

The youngest and the last, and lesser than the other, H 

Saint Helm's name doth hear, the diJIing of her mother. I 
And, for the goodly Poole^ was one of Tlietis' train, n^| 

Wiio Bcom'd a Nymph of hers her virgin-band shoul^f 

Great Albiim (that forethought, the angry Goddess would ■ 
Both on the dam and brats takii what revenge she could) I 
I' th' bosom of the PonU his little children plac'd : H 

First Bivnksrjj ; Fmseij next; and little Hden last ; iiM 

Then, with his mighty arms doth clip the Pwle about, fl 

To keep the angry Queen, fierce AmphiirUe, out. H 

Against whose lordly might she musters up her waves ; H 
And strongly thence fepuls'd (with madness) scolds anoH 
raves. M 

When now, irom Poole, the Muse (up to her pitch to getrjfl 
Herself in such a place from sight doth almost set, ml 

As by the active pow'r of her commanding wings, fl 

Slie (falcon-like) hvm far doth fetch those plenteous springa^ ■ 

' The anc[ent name of Piddk. " The aten <i'i T'ooU, U 
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WhereStotr'receiveslier strength fromaixclcarrountainsfed; 
AVhich gathering to one stream from every several head, lao 
Her new-beginning liank her water acarcely wields ; 
And fairly ent'reth first on the Dorselian fields : 
Where GiUingham with gifts that for a god were meet, | 
(Enameird paths, rich wreaths, and eveiy so^'reign a 
The earth and air can yield, with many a pleasure mixt) i; 
Eeceives her. Whilst there paas'd great kindness them be- 
The Forest her bespoke : How happy Hoods are ye, [twi' 
From our predestin'd plagues that privileged be ; 
Which only with the fish which in your banks do b 
And daily there increase, man's gourmandize can feedfl 
But had this wretched age such uses to imploy 
Your waters, aa the woods we lately did enjoy, 
Your channels they would leave as barren by their epc 
As they of all our trees have lastly left our soil 
Insatiable Time thus all things doth devour ; 
Whatever saw the sun, that is not in Time's pow'r 1 
Ye fleeting streams last long, outliving many a day : 
Bilt, on more stedfast things Time makes the strongest prey. 

§ Now tow'rds the Solent sea as Sluur her way doth ply. 
On Shaftshwry (by chance) she cast her crystal eye, 
From whose foundation first, such strange reports ai 
§ As brought into her mind the Eagle's prophecies ; 
Of that so dreadful plague, which all great Britain sw^ 
From that wliich highest flew to that which lowest c 
Before the Scuam thence the Britun should expeU, 
And all that thereupon successively befell. 

How then the bloody Diau subdued the Saxon race ; I 
And, next, tlie Norman took possession of the place : 
'^ThoBo ages, once expir'd, the Fates to bring about, 
The British line restor'd ; the Norman linage out. 

• StouT riseth from six fountaius. 
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§ Then, tbose prodigious signs to ponder she began, 
"Which afterward again the Biitoiis' wrack fore-ran ; 
How here the owl at noon in public streets was seen, 
Aa though the peopled towns had way -less deserts been. 
And wiiiliit the loathly toad out of his hole doth crawl, 
And makes bis fulsome stool amid the Prince's hall, 
The crystal fountain tum'd into a gory wound. 
And bloody issues brake (like ulcers) from the ground } 
The seas against their course with double tides return, 
And oft were seen by night like boiling pitch to bum. 

Thus thinking, lively Siour bestirs her tow'rda the main J 
"Which LUldtn leadeth out : then Dulas bears her train 
From Blitckmore, that at once their wat'ry tribute bring : 
When, like some childish wench, she loosely wantoning. 
With tricks and giddy turns seems to in-isle the shore, i 
Betwixt her fishful baoks, then forwai-d she doth scour, 
Until she lastly reach clear Akn in lier race : 
Which calmly cometh down from her dear mother Chase,! 
Of Cranbum that is call'd ; who greatly joys to see 
A riveret born of her, for Stowr'^i should reckon'd be, 
Of that renowned Bood, a favoiirite highly grac'd. 

Whilst Craitbarn, for her child so fortunately plac'd, 
With echoes every way applauds her Alen's state, 
A sudden noiee from Boll ^ seems to congratulate 
With Cranlmm for her brook so happily bestow'd : 
Where to her neighb'ring Chaao, the courteous Forest sho' 
So just conceived joy, that from each rising hurst,^ 
Where many a goodly oak had carefully been nurst, 
The Sylvans in their songs their mirthful meeting tell; 
And Satijra, that in slades and gloomy dimbles dweU, 
Bun whooting to the hiUs to clap their ruder hands. 

As Hull had done before, so Cajiford's goodly lauads 



WBoU Forest. 



' Cranburn Chaaa. 



" A wood in English, 
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(Which lean upon the Ponk) enrich'J with coppraa veins, 

Rejoice to see them join'd. When down from Sanim Plains 
Clear Avon coming in, her aiater Slmtr doth call, 
I And at New-foresfs foot into the sea do fall, 
■Which every day bewdl that deed so full of dread 
"Whereby aha {now bo prond) became first forested ; 
She now who for her sight even boundless seem'd to 
§ Her being that receiv'd by iV'dliams tyranny ; 
Providing laws to keep those beasts here planted then^i 
Whose lawless will from hence before had driven men ; 
Thatwherethe hearth was warm'd with Winter's feasting fires, 
The melancholy hare is fonii'd in brakes and briars : 
The ftg^d ranpick trank where plow-men cast their seed, 
And churches overwhelm'd -with nettles, fern, and wi 
By Conquering JVUlhim first cut ofi" from every trade, 
That here the Norman still might enter to invade ; 
That on this vacant place, and unfrequented shore, 
New forces still might land, to aid those here before. 
But she, as by a King and Conqueror made so great, 
By whom she was allow'd and limited her seat, 
Into her own-self praise mo8t insolently brake, 
And her less fellow-Nymphs, New-forest thus beepako 
1 Thou BudchoU, bow to me, so let thy sister Bere ; 
CMte, kneel thou at my name on this side of the Shierel 
"Where, for their goddess, me the Ihyadx' shall adore, 
WitJi Waliham, and the Bere, that on the aea-wora shore. 
See at the Southern Isles the tides at tilt to run ; 
And TFoolmer plac&l hence upon the rising sun, 2ai 

With AshhoU thine ally (my Wood-Nymphs) and with you, 
'Proud Pamber tow'rds the North, ascribe me worship due. 
Before my princely state let your poor greatness fall ; 
And vail your tops to me, tlie Sov'reign of you all. 
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Amongst the Rivers, so, great diacontent there fell. ml 

Til' efficient cause whereof (as loud report doth tell) I 

Was, that the sprightly Test arising up in Chute, I 

To lUhin, her ally, great weakness should impute, I 

That ehe, to her own wrong, and every other's grief, I 

Would needs bo telling things exceeding all belief: ''^J 

For, she had giveu it out Smilli-fiamplon should not lose I 

§ Her famous Beids so, wer't in her power to choose ; I 

§ And, for great Arthm'i seat, her Wmrjiesttr prefera, I 

Whose old liuund-iabh yet she vaunteth to be hers : M 

And swore, th' inglorious time should not bereave heia 

right : sat M 

But what it could obscure, she would reduce to light. fl 
For.from that wondrous Pond' whence she derives her 1 lead, ■ 

And places by the way, by which she's hongred ; m 

(Old Windi^stcr, that stands near in her middle way, ■ 

And Hampton, at her fall Into tlie Solent sea) utM 

She thinks in all the Isle not any such as she, I 

And for a demi-god she would related be. ■ 

Sweet sister mine (quoth Tesl) adrise you what yoilB 

doj 1 

Think this : For each of us, the Forests here are two : I 

Who, if you speak a thing whereof tbey hold can take, Mtl 

Be't little, or be't much, they double will it make : I 
Whom Hamhk helpeth out ; a handsome proper Flood, I 

In courtesy weU-skill'd, and one that knew her good. I 

Consider, quoth this Nymph, the times be curious now, I 

And nothing of that kind will any way allow, tiM 

Besides, the Muse hath next the British cause in hand, w 

About things later done that now she cannot stand. ■ 

The more they her persuade, the more she doth persist ; ■ 

Let them say what they will, she will do what she list. I 

^Br A pool near nnto Alreeford, yielding on iiduburI abundance q£I 
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And, whatsoe'er she sailh, for oracles must stand. 
Which when the Rivers heard, they further speech forbore. 
And she (to please liwrself that only aeem'd to care) 
To sing til' achievement great of Bevk thus began : 

Redoubted Knight (qiioth she) ; most renown^ 
man! i<xi 

Who, when thou wert but young, thy mother durst reprove 
(Moat wickedly seduc'd by the unlawful love 
Of Mordum, at that time the Alma'm Emperor's son) 
That bUb tliy sire to death disloyally had done. 

Each circumstance whereof she lankly did relate; 
Then, in her song pursu'd his mother's deadly hate; 
And how (by Btiher's hand) when Bhe suppoa'd him del 
Where long upon the Downs a shepherd's life he led; 
Till by tlio great recourse, he came at length to knoirl 
The country there-about could hardly hold the show 
His mother's marriage feast to fair Stuih-hampton d 
Being wedded to that lord who late her husband slew ^ 
Into his noble breast whicb pierc'd so wondrous deep, | 
That (in the poor attire he us'd to tend the sheep, 
And in his hand his hook) unto the town he went j 
Ab having in hia heart a resolute intent 
Or manfully to die, or to revenge his wrong ; 
Where pressing at the gat« the multitude among, 
The porter at that place hia entrance that forbad 
(Supposing him some swain, some boist'rous country-lad) !W 
Upott tile head he lent so violent a stroke. 
That the poor empty skull like some thin potsherd broke, 
The brains and mingled blood were spertled on the walL 
Then hastitig on he came into the upper hall, 
Where murderous Mordure sate embraced by his bridaj* 
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"Who (guilty in himself) had he not Bevis spied, 

His bones had with a, hlow been shatt'red : but, by chance 

(He shifting from his place, whilst £evts did advance 

His hand, with greater strength his deadly foe to hit, 

And missing Lim) his chair he all to shivers split : 

Which strook his mother's breafit with strange and sundr]^* 

That BetU, being then but of so tender years. 

Durst yet attempt a thing so full of death and doubt. 

And, once before deceiv'd, she newly cast about 

To rid him out of sight ; and, with a mighty wage. 

Won such, themselves by oath as deeply durst ingage, 

To execute her will : who shipping him away 

(And making forth their course into the mid-land sea) 

As they had got" before, so now again for gold 

To an Arnttman there that young Alcides sold : 

Of all his gotten prize, who (as the worthiest thing, 

And fittest where-withal to gratify ^s king) 

Presented that brave youth ; the splendour of whose eye 

A wondrous mixture show'd of grace and majesty : 

Whose more than man-like shape, and matchless stature, 

took 
^The king ; that often us'd with great delight to look 
"^pon that English Earl. But though the love he bore 

Bei'is ndght be much, his daughter_ten times more 
Admir'd the god-like man : who, from the hour that first 
His beauty she beheld, felt her soft bosom pierc'd 
With CupuTs deadhest shaft; that Jodan, to her guest, 
Already had resign'd possession of her breast, 

Then sang she, in the fields bow as he went to sport. 
And those damn'd Pai/nints heard, who in despiteful sort 
led Christ the Lord ; for his Bedeemer's sake 
those heathen bounds did there such slaughter make- 
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Tliat vhilst in Uieirblack mouths tbeir blasphemies they di 
They headlong went to heU. As also how he slew 
That cruel Buor, whose tuske tum'd up whole fields of grain, 
L (And, rooting, raWd bills upon the level plain ; lu 

li)t^d caverns in the earth, go dark and wond'rous deep 
P As that, into whose mouth the desperate Bimian' leap) ; 
And cutting off his head, a trophy thence to bear ; 
The foreaters that came to intercept it there, 
How he their scalps and trunks in chips and pieces cleft, sn 
I And in the fields (like beasts) their mangled bodies left 
As to bis further praise, how for that dangerous fight 
i The great Armenian. King made noble Sems Kuight : 
I And having raised pow'r, Damasais to invade, 
1 The General of his force this Enghsh hero made. 
I Then, how fair Josian gave him Amnddl his steed, 
I And Marfflaij his good sword, in many a gallant deed j 
j 'Which manfully he tried. Next, in a buskin'dt b1 
I Sung bow himself he bofe upon Samaseus' Plain 
1 (That dreadful battle) where with Bradafrumd he fou 
I And with his sword and steed such earthly wonders « 

3ven amongst his foes him admiration won ; 
\ Incount'ring in the throng -with mighty liadism; 
l And lopping off his arms, th' imperial standard took. 
I At whose prodigious fall, the conquer'd foe forsook 
■ The field ; where, in one day so many peers they lost, 
So brave commanders, and so absolute an host. 
As to the humbled earth took proud Damascus down, 
Then tributary made to the Armenian Orown. 
And how at hia return, the king (for service done, 
b The honour to hia reign, and to Armenia won) 
\ In marriage to this Earl the PrinceHS Josian gave ; 
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'As into what diatreas him Fortune after drave, 
Ti) great Damascus sent ambassador again ; J 

When, ill revenge of theirs, before by J}ms slain, saj 

(Aud noiv, at his return, for tlmt he so deapis'd j 

Those idols unto whom they da.i!y sacrific'd : J 

Which he to pieces hew'd and scatt'red in tlie dust) I 

They, rising, him by strength iato a dungeon thrust ; J 

In whose black bottom, long two serpents had reinain'd si 
(Bred in the common sewer thatall the city dndn'd) J 

Empois'ning with their smell ; which seiz'd him for them 

prey : 1 

With whom in straggling long (besmear'd with blood and 

clay) § 

He rent their squalid chaps, and from the prison 'scap'd. 1 
As how adult'rons Joure, the King of Mambrant, rap'd sa 
Fair Joshn his dear love, liis noble sword and steed : I 

Which afterward by craft, he in a palmer's weed 1 

Eecover'd, and with him from MambraiU bare away. I 

And with two lions how he lield a desperate fray, I 

Assailing him at once, that fiercely on hi in fiew ; its 

Wliich first he tam'd with wounds, then by the necks theid 

drew, J 

And 'gainst the hard'ned earth their javs and ahouldcra 

burst J 
And that (fioZioA-lite) great Ascufart inforc'd I 

To serve him for a slave, and by !iia horae to run. J 

At Colnn as agdn the glory that he won in 

On that huge Dragon, like the country to destroy; J 

Whose sting strook liko a lance : whoao venom did destToyl 
Aa doth a general plague : hia scales like shields of brass '; I 
His body, when he mov'd, like Borae unwieldy mass, 1 

Even bruia'd the solid earth, A\'hich boldly having song, sm 
With all the sundry turns that niight thereto belong, I 

Whilst yet she shapes her course how he came back W e.W)i 
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What pow*r8 he got abroad, how them he did beBtow ; 1 
In Englaiul here again, liow he by dint of sword 
Unto his ancient Innds and titles was restor'd, 
Kew-forest cried, enough :' and JFaUltam with the Bere, I 
Both bade her hold her peac« ; for they no more would jff 
And for she was a flood, her fellows nought would sajrS 
But slipping to their banks, shd silently away. 

When as the pliant Muse, with fair and even flight, I 
Betwixt her silver wings is wafted to the Wiyhi:^ 
That Isle, which jutting out into the sea so fer, 
Her offspring traineth up in exercise of war; 
Those pirates to put back that oft purloin her trade, 
Or Spaniards, or the French attempting to invade. 
Of all the Southern Isles she holds the highest place, 
And evermore hath been the great'st in Britain's 
Not one of all her Symphs her sov'reign favoreth thna,™ 
Imbrac^d in the arms of old Oceamis. 
For none of her account so near her bosom stand, 
Twixt PenwUk'^ furthest point and Goodwin's' queachy be 
Both for her seat and soil, that far before the other, 
JtfoBt justly may account great Britain for her mother. 1 
A finer fleece than hers not Lemsler's self can boa^t, 
NewpoH for her mart, o'ermatch'd by any coast 
To these, the gentle South, with kisses smooth and s< 
Doth in her bosom breathe, and eeems to court her ofll 
Besides, her little rills, her in-lands that do feed, 
Which with their lavish streams do furnish every neej j 
And meads, that with their fine soft grassy towels s 
To wipe away the drops and moisture from her hand. 
And to the North, betwixt the fore-land and the firm, ' 
She hatb that narrow Sea,^ which we the Solmi term : 

' Isle of Wtyhl. " Tlio forelatuls of Cormcall and EenL i 
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Where those rough ireful tides, ais in her straits they meet, 
With boist'rous shocks and roars eacli other rudely greet : 4iu 
Which fiercely when they charge, and sadly make retreat, 
Upon the bulwark'd forts oi Hurst and Cahhn^ beat, I 

Then to Souili-lMmploji run : which by her shores supplied ' 
(As Porlsnioidh^ by her strength) doth vilify their pride ; I 
Both roads that with our best may boldly hold theun 

pi«, J 

Nor PHmm-ouih's self hath bom more braver ships than they ;] 
That from their anchoring haya have travailed to find 
Large China's wealthy realms, and view'd the either Ind, 
The pearly rich i'em ,- aud witli as prosperous fate, I 

Have borne their full-spread sails upon the streams of PlaieX 
Whose pleasant harbours oft the seaman's hope renew, dB 
To rig his late-craz'd bark, to spread a wanton clue; 1 

Where they with lusty sack, and mirthful sailors' songs. 
Defy their passed storms, and laugh at Nejititw's wrongs : 
The danger quite forgot wherein they were of late ; ai 

Who half so merry now m master and his mate! j 

And victualling again, with brave and man-like minds 
To seaward cast their eyes, and pray for happy winds. 
But, partly by the floods sent thither front the shore, | 

And islands that are set the bord'ring coast before : 49^ 

As one amongst the rest, a brare and lusty dame 
Call'd Porlsty, whence that Bay of Portimoulh hath her nanun 
By her, two little Isles, her handmaids (which compar'd I 
With those within the Poole, for deftness not out-dar'd) J 
The greater Haliruj bight : and fairest though by much, d 
Yet Thonieij very well, but somewhat rough in touch. j 

Whose beauties far and near divulged by report, 
And by the Triton/^ told in mighty Neptam's court, 
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Old Pralmi^ hath Leen known to leave I 
And in their sight to sponge hU foam-beapawlAd h 
The sea-godx, whitli about the vat'iy kingdom lte< 
L Have often for thoir Bakes abandoned the deep ; 
iThat TlifUii many a time to Neptune hath complain'd 
I How for those wanton Kymphs her ladies w^re disdai 
E^d there arose such rut th' unruly rout among, 
I That soon the noise thereof through all the ocean n 
I § When Porlsct/, weighing well the ill to her n " ' 
■In that tlieir mighty stir^ might be her overthrow, 
l'£lie strongly strait' neth-in the entrance to her Bay ; 
ITliut,^ of their haunt ilcban-'d, and shut out to the si 

■ (Each small conceivM wmng helps on distemper'd n 

■ Jill counsel could be heard their choler to assu^^ ; 

■ When every one suspects the next that is in place 
V'Tu be the only cause and means of his dUgrace. 
■Some CDiniti^ from the East^ Bome from the eetUng si 
■Tho lirjuid mountains still together mainly run ; 
ftWave Wdiniilnth wnve again ; and billow billow gores jT 
■And topsy-turvy so, tly tumbling to the shores. 
■From hunue the SoUnl sen, as some men thought, might stand 
■Amongst those things which we call fFmiders of our Land. 
I When towing up ttiat stream," so negligent of fame, 411 

■ As till tliiK vt^ry ihty she yob conceals her name ; 
■By lierl and IFallkam both that's equally imbrao'd, 
I And lastly, nt her fnl), by Tichfidd highly grae'd. 

I Whence, from old WtTtdtor hill, and from the aged Stone,* wi 
K^ie Muse those Countries Bees, which call her to be gone. 
Rriie Forests took their leave : Bere, Chule, and fiucWwith^L 
^Adieu ; so IFolmer, and so AsliMt, kindly did. ^^| 

W < Proteut, a Sen-goil, cbnTiging himself into any shape. ^^^| 

P * A poedcol ilescription of the fiuk«i Sea. ^^^M 

I ' ric'ijield Siver. ^^M 

"' ff Uttle Mil in ntimiiehire. ^^H 



drage^^^ 

roresj^^^l 
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And Pamber shook her head, as grieved at the heart ; 
When far upon her way, and ready to depart, 4ro 

As now the wand'ring Muse so sadly went along, 
To her last farewell, the goodly Forests sung. [brought. 
Dear Muse, to plead our right, whom time at last hath 
Which else forlorn had lain, and banish'd every thought. 
When thou ascend'st the hills, and from their rising shrouds 
Our sisters shalt command, whose tops once toucliki the 

clouds; . 476 

Old Ardev^ when thou meet'st, or dost fair Sherwood? see. 
Tell them, that as they waste, so every day do we : 
Wish them, we of our griefs may be each other's heirs ; 
Let them lament our fall, and we will mourn for theirs. 48o 

Then turning from the South which lies in public view. 
The Muse an oblique course doth seriously pursue : 
And pointing to the Plains, she thither takes her way ; 
For which, to gain her breath she makes a little stay. 

^ The great and ancient forest of Warwickshire, 
2 The goodly forest by Nottingham. 
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bHE Muae, yet observing her began course of Choro- 
graphical loDgitude, traces Eastward the Southern 
shore of the Islfl. In this second, sings Dorset 
and HanUhire ; fitly here joined as they join 

themselves, both having their South limits washed by the 

Briiisk Ocean. 



M 



I 



M. JVhkk th' AmiejUs, jot the lorn that they to lais 
Jvha remembers alike^ coral by the Troglodytic laler 
is here in this Sea) and styles it Isidis plocamos.* True 
reason of the name is no more perhaps to be given, than 
why Adiantiim is called Capillus Veneris, orSengreene Barba 
Jouis. Only thus : Yon have in Phitarch and ApuLeius Buch 
variety of Isis' titles, and, in Clemens ot Alexandria, so laige 
circuits of her travels, that it were no more wonder to hear 
of her name in this Northern climate than in ^Eijypt : es- 
pecially, we having three rivers of note^ synonymous with 
her. Particularly to make her a Sea-goddess, which the 
common story of her and (Mm her husband (son to Cham, 
and of whom Bale dares offer affirmance, that in his travel- 
ling over the world, he first taught the Britons to make beet 

• leia liair. 
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rie) does not : Ms Pelagia,* after Pausania 
testimony, hath an old coin.^ The special notice whiol 
Antiquity took of her hair is not only shewed by her attrr 
biite^ of AmlM/Mi,'^ but aJso in that her hair was kept & 
a sacred relic in Memphis as Geryon's bones at Tliehes, thaj 
Boar's skin at Tegca, and such like elsewhere. And aft^ 
this to fit our coral just with her colour, jEthlopieis soUbtd 
Isui furva,t she is called by AiiMhins.^ Gentlewomen c ' 
black hair§ (no fault with brevity to turn to them) have n 
simple pattern of that part in this great Goddess, whoe 
name indeed comprehended whatsoever in the Deity wh^ 
feminine, and more too ; nor will I swear, but that Am 
creon (a man very judicious in the provoking motives t 
wanton love) intending to bestow on his sweet mistresa that 
one of the titles of women's special ornament, Welt-liaired,[\ 
thought of this, when he gave hia Painter direction to 
make her picture black-haired. But thus much out o£j 
the way. m 

77. Tkmi never hy iliat iiame 0/ White-hart Iwdst been hiown. 
Very likely from the soil was the old name Blacbnore. 
By report of this country, the change was from a white hart, 
reserved here from chase, by expreaa will of Mm. HI. andj 
afterward killed by Thomas dc la Lynd, a gentleman \ 
these parts. For the offence, a mulct imposed on ■ 
eessors of Blackmora (called wkile-kiH^ silver) ie to thia d 
paid into the Exchequer. The destruction of woods^ hetfl 
bewailed by tlie Muse, is (upon occasion too often ^ 

' Ihu of the Sea. ' Onlts. Thas. Antiq. t Loosetiaired. 

' Fbiloatrtit. in fiV. ' Lacian. in lU. 

f .Ethitipian aun-burnt. * Adyera. Gent. 1. § Blaolt-liair. 

|{ KnXXiirXd(a/iDc, anil naWiitipupac, i.e., well-haired, and prott~ 
faoted { two Bpecitd commendatiana, dieperaed in Greek ])oetG, jnini 
in LacUins. 

' Camden. 1[ Destruction of wooiIb. 
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■often seconded: but while the Mase bewaila tfi«n, iC il 

mMam/iu and his countrymen that most want them. 

no, On Klutm the watVy God inould oft hare had Am leiU. 

Purhecke (oained, but indeed not, aa Isle, being joined to 
l(\e firm land) etorod with game of the forest 

Thence alluding to Bian-n'n devotions, the Author well 
I calls hor an Iluntre^ and a Nuit. Nor doth the embradng 
f force of the ocean (whereto she ia adjacent) although very 
vviolent, prevail against her stony clifTa. To this purpose 
Kthe Muse is Iiere wanton with Neptune's wooing. 

110. Thai ?te in little time upon fhia lovely dame' 

Begat three maiden Isles, Aw darlin^i awl ddi'jhL 
Albion (son of Nepim^e) from whom the first name of this 
) Sritain was supposed, is well fitted to the fruitful bed of 
this Poole, thus jiersonated as a Sea-Nymph, Tlie plain 
truth (as words may certify your eyes, saving all impro- 
priety of object) is, that in the Pode are seated three Isles, 
£ranicsey, Ftirseij, and S. Hekn's,'' in situation and magnitude, 
I M I name them. Nor is the fiction of begetting the Isles 
I improper ; seeing Greek antiquities" tell us of divers in the 
ft Mediterranean and the Archipelago, as Jihodes, Ddos, Siera, 
■ the Echiiuidcs, and others, which have been, as it were, 
I'broaght forth out of the salt wontb of Amphitrite. 

I i«. Now towards ilte Solent Sea, as Stour her iray doth ply, . 
I On Shaftesbury, &c. 

I The strait twixt the Wight and HajUshire, is titled 
1: in Bak'a story, Pelagus lalndinis m milliuin, g^iod vocaiUT, 
I Soteiit ;^ famous for the double, and thereby most violent 

I ' lalea newly out of the Sea. 

I ' Luciuk Dialog.; Pindar. Olymp. Z.; Strab.; PansfLiiias. 

I * A Sea three miles over, called ^fciif; lib. 4, Hut. Eccles. cap. IB. 
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floods of the ocean (as iiciiUa and Gliaryhdis twixt Sicihj and | 
Ilalij in Eoimr) ejq)resse(l by tlie Author towards the end I 
of this Song, and reckoned among our Biitish wonders. Of I 
it the Author tells you more presently. Concerning Shafl6S-\ 
hury (which, beside other names, fromi the coriise of St.fl 
Edward, murdered in Corfe Castle through procurement oiM 
the bloodyhate of his steptnotber ^7/rii/i, hither translated, I 
and soma three years lying buried, was once called St. I 
EdurartTs) yo« shall hear a piece out of Harding : I 

Cairt^ ^aUHaiirr that itobi is ^haflcaburn 1 

mhtre an iSngrll s^hv sitting on the buiU I 

99XI\tlc it Inas in luorlting obcr all. 1 

Speaking of Riulhiidibras Ida fabulous building it. I recite it, ■ 
both to mend it,^ reading Sligle for Sngrll, and also that Itm 
might then, according to the Brifhh story, help mo explain I 
the Author in this. I 

163. As brought into her mind the Eagh's prophecies. ■ 
This E'igle (whose prophecies among the Brilvm, with thav 
later of Mmiin, have been of no lass respect than those of B 
Biicis were to the Greeks, or the Sijlnllims to the Jtmn/tns)- 1 
foretold of a reverting of the Crowe, after the BritonSy I 
Bwrnm, and Normans, to the first again, which in Em. FIL, l 
grandchild to Ou'en Tijddour, hath been observed* as fulfilled. I 
This in particular is peremptorily aSirmed by that Cowi^ I 
Palaiim al Basingstoke. Etajmia dixit tempus aliqmndo fora 1 
tit Bntannium im^mimi dvnuo sit ad veleres Brilamws post 1 
Scuaias et NormoTmos reditw^in.,* are his words of thig fl 
Eagle. But this prophecy in manuscript I have seen, and ^ 

' Matmea. 6. Lib. 2. do Pontile. S, Mward'a. 970. 1 

' Camden takee this Cair for Baih. I 

^ H ardiug amended. j 

* Twin, in Albionic. 2. See the Fifth Song. J 

• He pluinly said that there would Im a time of thia reverting of 1 
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without the help of Albertus" secret, Catiace's ring in Chawer, 

' or reading over ATtsCojihane^ Comedy otJBirds, I understood 

I the language ; neither find I in it any 8uch matter expressly. 

Indeed as in Merlin you have in him the IFktie Dragon, the 

[ Bed Dragon, the Black Dragon, for the Saxons, Britons,'^Nor- 

j mtTts, and the Fertile Tree, supposed for Brute, by one that 

I of later cime hath given hia obacurities interpretation^ : in 

, which, not from the Eagle's, but from* an Angelical voice, 

L almost 700 years after ChrUt, given to Cadteallader (whom 

kothers call Cedwalla) that restitution of t!ie Crown to the 

Wtojs is promised, and grounded also upon some general 

pSnd ambiguous words in the Eagle's text, by the Author 

here followed ; wliicli {provided your faith be strong) you 

must believe made more tban 2,500 years since. For a 

corollary, in this not unfit place, I irtll transcribe ft piece 

of the Gloss out of an old copy, speaking thus upon a 

Massage in the prophecy: Henricus IF. (he means ffeji. III. 

Vho, by the ancient account in regard of Henry, son to 

Henn/ Fite-lemp-esse, crown'd in hia father's life, ia in Braeioit 

tiKad others called the Fov/rih) concessit omm jus et damstm, 

%pro se et heredibus suh, quod habuil inDueata Norman.'nm nn<- 

\ferpetuiim. Tune fiactum Jtat ejus sigtllum et mutatum; 

n priun tencbat in sceplro gladium, nunc tenet virgam ; jw 

T'^laditts fuH de conquestu Ducts WHlielmi Baslardi, et idea dieit 

fAquila, separahitur gladivs it seeplro. Such good fortune 

I liave these predictions, that either by conceit (although 

I Btrained) they are applied to accident, or else ever reli- 

[ giously expected ; as Buchanan of Merlin's.* 

' DiBtinct. Aq^nil, Sceptonis. 

' A prophocjf of an angel to CBdwalladcr. 

' A aceptre matead ot a sword first in Hen. the Hiird'g seal, hot 
believe him not ; tbe seala Of thoso timea give nij warrant for it : anit 
even in King A rlhm^n. Lelaud aayp, there was a fleury sceptre ; but 
Ltliat perhapa as feignad, as this faiiu. 

• HiBt. Scot, Lil . 5. in Congallo. 
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101. Thin those prodigious signa to pondsr she hega 

I would not have you lay to tJie Author's charge a justifi- . 

cation of these aigns at tlioee times : but his liherty herein J 

it is not hard to justify, 

Obseditque freqiteits caslromm limina hiho : 

and such like hath SUius Italieus before the Roman over- J 
throw at C'imna; and Historians commonly affirm the like;- 
therefore a Poet may well guess the like. 

196, And at New-forest /oo/ inlo lite sea doth fall. ' 

The fall of Stour and Avon into the ocean is the limit (tf ■ 

the two shires, and here hroits the Author's description ofj 

the first, his Muse now entering New-forest in Hantshire. 

a«i. Her being that reeeiVd by WilliarrCs tyranny. 
New-fored (it is thought the newest in England, ezcepfiv 
that of Baw/pton Court, made by Hen. Fill.) acknowledgt 
William her maker, that is, the Norman Conqueror. HiB 1 
love to this kind of possession and pleasure was such, that 
he constituted loss of eyes^ punishment for taking his 
Venery ; so affirm expressly Florence of Worcester, Henry of 
Huntingdon, Salter Mapes, and others, although the Author 
of DisHnetio A^iilw, with some of later time, falsely laid it 
to WUliam Sufus his charge. To justify my truth, and for 
variety, see these rhymes,^ even breathing antii^uity : 

iSamt of liattnlics Iie loiiclie (nou, anU of tnilti best, 
2lnll is* forrst, anU is biolirs, nnO ntirat the nibic forest) 
Chat >9 tn Suthamteastte, boc thullte lie lobeOe inob 
Hn& iiBtottD tucU mint bestcs, anH leset mis gret huu: 

' Mattli. Paris post Hun. Huiitiugauu. And under WiU. II, it wa 
oamtal to steal deer. 

' llobort (jlotestrena. • His. t With, J Paaturea. 
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ZEor hr cnst out at house anU ham at men n grfat mutt, 
SnD binom* Ihfit lonQ thrttli mile unO mart Hicctaboutr, 
StitU moIiF it all farcSI nviti Irsr Ihr farsts Iio:: In Ulu, 
mt fioutr tittn nionittD hr nam let rl hiHc : 
CHtruore thcmii bell monii misduuin[[, 
SnD ts sont bias Ifiercinr issatr MiUt.im the rrb ^ng,f 
SnD is D]:«Dne, that hcl Sithai-a, taght there is brthalM,. 
9nO KicharU ts o* ntueu, hvtt thetre ts necfa thrreto, 
Ss he roll an hoiilcth an& jierauntcc his horse gpratB, 
She fanright iOa (a gouec men to such mrsauntre trmb. 

But to quit you of this antique verae, I return to the 
pleasanter Muse, 

332. Her fmnous Bevis so werl in her power to choose; 
About tlie Norman invasion was Bms famous with title 
of Earl of Simihamplm ; Dirndon in TFilishire known for his 
residence. What credit you are to give to the hyperboles 
of Ikhin in her relation of Bern, your own judgment, and 
the Author's censure in the admonition of the other rivers 
here personated, I presume, will direct. And it is wished 
that the poetical Monks iQ celebration of him, Arthur, and 
other BUch Worthies had contained themselves within bounds 
of likelihood ; or else that some judges, proportionate to 
those of the Greciuit Games,^ (who always by public autho- 
rity pulled down the statues* erected, if they exceeded the 
true symmetry of the victors) had given such exorbitant 
fictions their desert. The sweet grace of an iiichanting 
Poem (as inimitable Phidnr affirms^) often compels belief ; 
but so for have the undigested reports of barren and Monk- 
ish invention expatiated out of the hsts of Truth, that from 

* Took. + Shot by Walter Tirdl. J His own. 

' 'Et-Xavalitai. ' Lutian. mpi lUai: 

' Olymp. a et Ntan. t, aofla ii iiXEirrn aapdyutua (luSnic. 



THE SECOND SONG, 63 

their intennixed and absurd fauxeties hath proceeded doubt; 
and, in some, even denial of what was truth. His sword is 
kept as a relic in Arundel Castle, not equalling in length 
(as it is now worn) that of Edward the Third! s at West- 
minster, 

233. And for great Arthur's seat her Winchester ^e/ers, 
WTiose old Kound Table yet, &c. 

For him, his Table, Order, Knights, and places of their 
celebration, look to the Fourth Song. 

447. When Portsey weighing well the ill to her might grow, 
Portsey an Island in a creek of the Solent, coming in by 
Portsmouth, endures the forcible violence of that troublesome 
sea, as the Verse tells you in this fiction of wooing. 
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The Argument. 



In thin Jliinl Song, great thraU'niiiya ati; 

And Ifitilatg atl to .Vjimfite/i ifflir. 

Old Wanadike tUlertth woi-dsqf fialr. 

Depraving Stonenflge'fl estate. 

Clear Avon ami fair Willy «(riiw, 

HaiA pleadina her prmigMlve. 

The Pluu tlie Foratt dotK disdain : 

The Forei/ji rail upon {Ae .Plain. 

The Muse then seeia thf. Sfiire'i extrevir.*, 

Tojiail tlie Foimtaia qfgreal Tames ; 

Fails down Mh Atod, and deseria 

Doth Bftth'B and BriatoVa bravfnes : 

Tlirn vKini thf Somwersetiaa mil ; 

Through Harsltee, Miiia, aitd JHoors dolh loH. 

To Avalon la Arthur's Oraee, 

A'lwf /^ btrioan'd of Ochy Cave. 

Tlita aiilh dtligU the lively bnugn 

The prlnteiy Panet front htr sprinna : 

Preparinfifor the learned plea 

I The next Song) in (Ae Sevorne Sea. 

c^ralP with the jocund lark ^too long we take oui- rest)'] 
^ WhI ^^'1"'^' y^' ^^ blushing dawn out of the oheerf 
&^ East 

Is usltering forth the daj* to light tho Musu along ; 
Whose moat delightl'ul touch, and sweetness of her son;;,. 
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Shall force the lusty swains out of the country-towns, s 

To lead the loving girls in Juunces to the downs. 

The Nymphs, in Se! wood's shades and Braden's woods that be, 

Their oaken wreaths, Muse, Bhall offer up to thee. 

And when thou shap'st thy course tow'tds where the loi 

is rank. 
The Sommersstian maids, by swelling Sahrifn's bant » 

Shall strew the ways with flowers {where thou art com- 
ing on) 
Brought from the marshy-grounds by aged Avalony 

§ From Sarum thus we set, remov'd from whence it stood 
By Avon to reside, her dearest lov^d Flood : 
"Where her imperious Fane^ her former seat disdains, ii 
And proudly overtops the spacious neighbouring Plaiiis. 
What pleasures hath this Isle, of us eateem'd most dear, 
lu any place, but poor unto the plenty here ) 
The chalky Chilki-n? fields, nor Kelimrsh' self compat 
With Ev&rki/ for store and swiftness of her hares : 
A horse of greater speed, nor yet a righter hound. 
Not anywhere twixt Kmt and Calidon^ is found. 
Nor yet the level South can shew a smoother race, 
Whereas the hallow" nag outstrips the winds in chac 
As famous in the West fof matches yearly tried, 
As CuiVer/ey," poasess'd of all the Northern pride : 
And on Ms match as ranch the Western horseman la;^ 
As the rank-riding Scots upon their GallowafisJ 

And as the Western soil as sound a horse doth bre 
As doth tho land that lies betwixt the Trent and 2 



' QUtttenbury. * The goodly Church at SalUbury. 

' Two pkcDs famous fur hares, the one in IlucLiiiy/iatnihire, the 
other in NBTth-liam/doiitliire. 

* Mnrlfy warren nf harea. ° The furthest part of S 

* Caunt. ° A fajiiou.8 I'orWi ire horsc-raee. 
' The best kind of Srollish iiajrs. 
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So hunter, so, but finds the breeding of the Weat, 
The ouly kind of hounds,' for mouth and nostril beat ; 
That cold doth seldom fret, nor heat doth over-hale ; 
As standing in the flight, as pleasunt on the trail ; 
Free hunting, eas'ly check'd, and loving «very chaoe ; 
^^Straight running, hard, and tough, of reasonable pace ; 
^^Sot heavy, aa that hound which Lancashire doth breed; 
^^BTor as the Northera kind, so light and hot of speed, 
^^^port the clearer chase, or ou the foiled traiu, 
H^Doth make the sweetest cry, in woodland, or on plain. 
I Where she, of all the Flalns of Britain, that doth bear 
P The name to be the first (renowned everywhere) 

§ Hatli worthily obtained that Sioitmdge there ahonlelj 

stand: 
She, first of Plains; and that,^ Srat Wonder of the Land. 
She Wimhsdike also wins, by whom she is imbrac'd, * 

That in his aged arms doth gird her ampler waist : 
Who {for a mighty Mound aith long Le did remain 
§ Betsvixt the Mercian's rule, and the West-Saxon^ reign, 
And therefore of his place himself he proudly bare) 
Had very oft been heard with Stonmdge to compare ; 
Whom for a paltry Ditch, when Sionendge pteas'd t' upbraid, I 
The old man taking heart, thus to that Trophy said : 

Dull heap, that thus thy head above the rest dost rear. 
Precisely yet not know'st who first did place thee there j 
But traitor basely tum'd, to Merlin's skill dost fly, h 

And with bis magiques doat thy Maker's truth belie : 
Conspirator with Time, now grown so mean and poor, 
I Comparing these his spirits witb those that weut before ; 

I Yet rather art content thy builders' praise to lose. 
Than passed greatness should thy present wants discloae. wj 
111 did thoae mighty men to trust thee with their story. 
That hast forgot their names, who rear'd thee for their glory : | 
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For all their wondrous cost, thou that hast serv'd them so, ' 
What 'tis to trust to tombs, lay thee we eas'ly know. 

In these invectives thus whilst Wamdihe doth eomplain,66 
He interrupted is by that imperious Plain,^ 
§ To hear two crystal Floods to court her, that apply 
Themselves, which should he seen most gracious in her eye. 

■ First, Willy boasts herself more worthy than the other, 
And better far deriv'd ; as having to her mother w 

Fair Sdvmd,^ and to bring up Dwi-i^ iu her tiMU ; 
Which, when the envious soil would from her course resttunj 
A mile creeps under earth, as flying all resort : 
And how clear Nadur waits attendance in her court ; 
And therefore claims of right the Plain should help her 
dear, vs 

Which gives that Town* the name; which likewise nameB the 

I The Eastern Avon vaunts, and doth upou her take [Shire. 
To be the only child of shajeful Savemah ■■• 
As Ambraye'a ancient flood ; herself and to enetyle 
The Stonendge's beat^lov'd, first wonder of the Isle ; m 

And what {in her behoof) might any want supply, 
She vaunts the goodly seat of famous Salsbury; 
Where meeting pretty Bourne, with many a kind embrace, 
Betwixt their crystal arms they clip that lov&i place. 
Report, ae lately rais'd, unto these Elvers came, as 

§ That BcUhe's clear Avon (wax'd imperious through her 
fame) 
Their dalliance should deride ; and that by her diBdaiii, 
Some other smaller Brooks, belonging to the Plain, 
A question scem'd to make, whereas the Shire sent forth 
Two j^i'pns, which should be the Flood of greatest^wotthju 
' Saiisbury Plain. 

* A Forest betwixt Wiltshire nnd SomereeUhi)^. 
' Of diving imdpr tho earth. 

* Wmoii ol Willir, and WilMire of Wilton. 
" A Forest in WUlih'a-f, as the Map will tell yon. 
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This stream, which to the South the CeliUk^ Sea doth get, I 
Or that which from the North saluteth Somerset. m 

This when these Rivera heard, that even but lately strova ■ 
"Which beat did love the Plain, or had the Flain's best lo7^ V 
They straight themselves combine: for /fi% wisely weigh'd, J 
That should her Avon lose the day for want of aid, m I 

If one ao great and near were overpresa'd with pow'r, I 

The foe (she being less) would quickly her devour. I 

Aa two contentious Kings, that, on each little jar, I 

Defiances send forth, proclaiming open war, m I 

UutO some other realm, that on their frontier lies, I 

Be hazarded again by other enemiea, I 

Do then betwixt themselves to composition fall, ' I 

To countercheck that sword, else like to conquer all ; I 

So falls it with these Floods, that deadly hate do bear, m I 
And whilst on either part strong preparations were, I 

It greatly was suppos'd strange strife would there have been, M 
Had not the goodly Plain (piac'd equally between) ■ 

Forewam'd them to desist, and off their purpose brake ; I 
When in behalf of Plains thus (gloriously) she apake : no I 

^ Away ye barb'rous Woods ; Jiow ever ye be piac'd I 

On mountains, or in dales, or happily be grao'd I 

With floods, or marshy fella,* with pasture, or with earth I 
By nature made to till, that by the yearly birth I 

The iarge-bay'd barn doth fill, yea though the fruitfull'at J 
ground. utfl 

For, in respect of Plains, what pleasure can be found I 

In dark and sleepy shades ! where mists and rotten fogs I 
Hang in the gloomy thicks, and make unstedfast bogs, ■ 

By dropping from the boughs, the o'ergrown trees among, I 
With caterpillars' kella, and dusky cobwebs hung. iso I 

^^^M Tlie French .Seii, ks ;oa bave ici the nota before. I 

^^^B* The Plain of SaiUbarij's epeeoh in defence of all Plains. I 

^^K* Boggy places. A word frequent iu Laneaakvc. I 
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The deadly screech-owl sits, in gloomy covert hid 
Whereas the amooth-brow'd I'lain, as liberally doth bid 
The lark to leave her bow'r, and on her trembling wing 
In climbing up tow'rds heav'n, her high-pitch'd hymns toi 
BJng 

iTInto the epringing day ; when 'gwnst the sun's arise iss 
The early dawning strews the goodly Eastern akiea 
With rosea everywhere : who scarcely lifts his head 
To view this upper world, but ho hia beams doth spread 
Upon the goodly Plains ; yet at his noonated'a height, 
Doth scarcely pierce the brake with hia far-shooting sight, itt 

The gentle shepherds here survey their gentler sheep ; 
Amongst the bushy woods luxurious Salgrs keep. 
To these brave sports of field, who with desire ia won, 
To see his greyhound course, his horse (in diet) run, 
His deep-mouth'd hound to hunt, hia long-wing'd hawk to fly, 
To these most noble sports his mind who doth apply, m 

'Eesorts unto the Plams. And not a foughten Field, 

'"Where Kingdoms' rights have lain upon the spear aiid 

shield, 
But Plains have been the place; and all those trophies high 

iThat ancient times have rear'd to noble memory ; 
Slonendge, that to tell the PHCkh Princes slain 

iBy those false Sojojis' fraud, here ever shall remain. 

■ It was upon the Plain of Mature (to the fame 
Of me and all our kindj whereas the Angels came 
To Abraham in hia tent, and there with him did feed : 
To Saiu his dear wife then promising the Seed 
By "Whom all nations should so highly honor'd be. 
In which the Son of God they in the flesh should see. 
But Forests, to your plague there soon will come an Age, 
In which all damned sius mast vehemently shall 

,An Age ! what have I said! nay. Ages there shall nseA 
senseless of the good of their posterities, 
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That of your greatest groves they scarce shall leave a tree J 
(By which the harmless deer may after shelter'd be) 
Their luxury and pride but only to maintain, 
And for your long excess shall turn ye all to pain. 

Thus ending; though some hills themselve-a that do applj 
To please the goodly Plain, still standing in her eye, 
Did much applaud her speech (as Raradon,^ whose head 
Old Ambry atill doth awe, and Bagden from his stead 
Surveying of the Vies, whose likings do allure 
Both Onldbry and Saiiii Anm; and they again procure 
Mount Marting-mll: and he those hills that stand aloof. 
Those brothers Barbwry and Badbury, whose proof 
Adds much unto her praise) yet in most high disdain 
The Forests take her words, and swear the prating Plain, | 
Grown old, began to dote : and Savemake so much 
Is galMd with her taunts (whom, they so nearly touch) 
That she in spiteful teims defies her to her facej 
And Aldburm with the rest, though being but a Chace, 
At worse than nought her sets : but Bradm all-afloat 
When it was told her, set open such a throat, 
That all the country rang. She calls her barren jade, 
Base quean, and riv'Id witch, and wish'd she could be madjj 
But worthy of her hate (which most of all her grieves) 
The basest beggar's bawd, a harfaourer of thiovea. 
Then Pmsliam, and with her old Blackmnn (not behind) 
Do wish that fi^im the seas some sultry Southern wind, 
The foul infectious damps and pois'ned airs would sweep, 
And pour them on the Plain, to rot her aiid her sheep, iso 

But whilst tlie sportive Muse delights her with thesa 
She strangely taken is with those delicious springs [thin 
Of Kennel rising here, and of the nobler stream 
Of Isis setting forth upon her way to Tumi:, 

* Divers billB near and about ■'iitlii!>urij Plain, 
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§ By Oretidaik ; wliose great name yet vaunts that li 
Where lo great BrUain first the sacrod Muses song ; [tong, 
AVliich first were seated here, at I^.i' liounleouB head, 
A^ telling that her fame should through the world be spread; 
And templed by this flood, to Oxford after came, 
There likewise to delight her bridegroom, lovely Tame: W 
Whose beauty when titey saw, so much they did adon, 
That Oreeldiule they forsook, and would go back no more. 
Then ISi-adun gently brings forth Ann from her souiM: 
Which Southward making soon in her most quiet comae, 
Ileceives the gentle CWne .- when on Iter rising ude, IK 

First lilackmoore crowns her bank, as }'tnsham with her pride 
Sets out tier murmuring shoals, till (turning to the West) 
Her Somtrwl receives, with all the bounties blest 
f That Nature can produce in that Batlnmian Spring, 
Which from tlie sulphury mines her med'cinal force 
bring; 
H Physio hath found out by colour, taste, and snifttli 
I Which taught the world at first the virtue of the Wi ' 
pWhat quicldiest it could cure: which men of kno" 

drew 

[ From that first mineral cause : but some that little knew 
[ (Yet fiilt the great effects continually it ivrought) a 

rj Aacrib'd it to that skill, which Blnd'id hither brought, 
■ As by that learned King th« Baths should be begun ; 
r Not from the quick'ned mine, by the begetting sua 
I Giving that natural pow'r, whiuh by the vig'rous sweat, 
I Dotb lend the lively Springs their perdurable heati ■ a; 
\ In passing through the veins, where matter doth not need 
1 Which in that minerous earth insep'rably doth breed : 
rSo Nature bath purvey'd, that during all her reign 
F The Batlts their native power for ever shall retfun : 
^liere Time that City buUt, which to lier greater fame, 2 
•ving of that Spring, participates her name ; 
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The tutelage whereof (as those past worlds did please) 

* Some to Miiw.na gave, and some to Hsrctiles: 
Proud Phabus' loved Spring, in whose diurnal course, 

§ When on this point of earth he bends his greatest force, 
By his so strong approach, provokes her to desire ; 
Stung with the kindly rage of love's impatient fire ; 
Which boiling in her womb, projects {as to a birth) 
Such matter as she takes from the gross humorous earth ; 
Till purg'd of dregs and shme, and her complexion clear, aa 
She smileth on the light, and looks with mirthful cheer. 

Then came the lusty Froome, the first of Floods that m 
•Fair Avon ent'ring into fruitful SoTMrsel, 
With her attending Brooks ; and her to Balk doth bring. 
Much honoured by that place, MiwTvi'n sacred Spring. 
To noble Avon, next, clear Chufe as kindly came, 

* To Bfislow her to bear, the fairest seat of Fame : 
To eutertain this Flood, as great a mind that hath, 
And etriving in that kind far to excel the Bn/Jt. 
-As when some wealthy lord prepares to entertain 
A man of high account, and feast his gallant train, 
Of him that did the like, doth aeriouaiy enquire 
His diet, his device, his service, his attire ; 

That varying everything (exampled by his store) 

He every way may pass wliat th' other did before : 

Even so this City doth ; the prospect of which place 

To her fair building adds au admirable grace ; 

Well-fash ion' d as tlie best, and with a double wall. 

As brave as any town ; but yet excelling all 

For easement, that to health is requisite and meet ; 

Her pilled shores, to keep her delicate and sweet : 

Hereto, she hath her tides j that when she is opprest 

With heat or drought, still pour their floods upon her breastJ 
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To Mtsndip then tbe Kluse upon the South incKnu, 
Which is the only store, and coffer of her mines : at 

Elsewhere the fields and meads their sundry traffics nit: 
The foreata yield her wood, the orchards give her fruit 

As in some rich roan's house his several charges Be, 
There stands hia wardrobe, here remains his treasDTy; 
Hia larg^ provision there, of fish, of fowl, and neat ; ai 
Ilia cellars for hia wines, Iiis larders for his meat; 
Tliere banquet- houses, walks for pleasure ; here again 
Cribs, granera, stables, barns, the other to maintain: 
So this rich country liath, itself what may suffice ; 
Or that which through exohange a smaller want BDp|diei.M 

Yet Odiy's dreadful Hole Btill held herself disgrac'd, 
§ With th' wonders* of thia Isle that she should not be 

plac'd : 
But that which yex'd her most, was, that the Pcakish Cm^ 
Before her darksome self such dignity should have ; 
And th' IFyckes^ for then' sal ta such state on them should take; 
Or Chesliire should prefer her sad Deathrhodingiiikt ,■* m 

And StoncTtdge in the world should get ao high 
Which imitating Art but idly did erect : 
And that amougat the rest, the vain inconstant Dee,* 
By changing of his fords, for one should reckon'd be; 
As of another sort, wood tucn'd to stone ;'' among, 
Th' anatomii6d fish,^ and fowla' from planchera sprong ; 
And on the Camliriim side those strange and won^ou 

L Springs f '*^" 

Our beasts' that seldom drink ; a thousand other thi 




* A CtttalociiB of many wonders of this Land. 
' The Devil's ArBH. " 7ha Bait-wells in Chmhiti 

* fJruejion'a Pond. ' A river by WrMehalfr. 
' By sundry soils of Britain. 
' Our pikes, ripped and aewad-up, live 
' BamacloB, a bird b,- - '--- " ■ 

* WondruBS Springs 
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Which Ochj inly vex'd, that they to fame should mount, stis I 
And greatly griev'd her friends for her so small acconnt ; I 
That there was scarcely rock, or river, marah, or mere I 

That held not Oehfs ^vronga (for all held Ochy dear) I 

§ la great and high disdain : and Froome for her disgrace I 
Since scarcely ever Tvash'd the coal-sleek from her face ; aso I 
Bat (melancholy grown) to Avon gets a path, 1 

Through siotness forc'd to seeh for cure imto the Bath ; I 

§ And Chsdder, for mere grief his teen he could not wreak, 1 
Gush'd forth so forceful streams, that he was like to break 1 
Tiie greater hanks of Ax, as from his mother's cave asa 1 

He wand'red towards the sea ; for madness who doth rave J 
At his drad mother's wrong ; but who so woe begone J 

For Ochy, as the Isle of ancient Avaha ! I 

AVho having ia herself, as ioward cause of grief, I 

Neglecteth yet her own, to give lier friend relief. 2»J 

The other so again for her doth sorrow make, I 

And in the Isle's behalf the dreadful Cavern spake : I 

three times famous Isle, where is that place that might I 
Bo with thyself compar'd for glory and delight, I 

Whilst Glashrihii-y stood ) exalted to that pride, 20B I 

Whose Monastery seeni'd all other to deride? I 

who thy ruin sees, whom wonder doth not fill I 

With our great fathers' pomp, devotion, and their skill 1 I 
Thou more than mortal pow'r (this judgment rightly weigh'd} ■ 
Then present to assist, as that foundation laid ; awl 

On whom, for this sad waste, should Justice lay the crime fl 
Is there a pow'r in Fate, or doth it yield to Time 1 I 

Or was their error such, that thou could'st not protect I 

Those buildings which thy hand did with their zeal erect ) I 
To whom didet thou commit that monument to keep, aMrl 
That sufTroth with the dead their memory to sleep i I 

§ When not great Arthur's Tomb, nor holy Joseph's^ Gravefj 
From sacrilege had power their eacred bones to save ; I 
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He who that God-in-maii to his Beptilclire bronght. 
Or he which for the faith twelve famona battles foughL s» 
What ? Did bo many Kings do honour to that place, 
For avarice at last so vilely to deface! 
For re^-'rence to that seat which liath ascribi^-d been. 
Trees' yet in winter bloom, and bear their summer's green, 
This said, she many a sigh from ber fiill stomach cast, nii 
Which issued through her breast in many a boist'rous blast; 
And with such floods of tears her sorrows doth condole. 
As into rivers turn witliin that darksome hole : 
Like soiTow fur herself, this goodly Isle doth try ; 
§ Imbrac'd by Schcood's son, her flood the lovely Bry, sat 
On whom the Fates beatow'd (when he conceiv^ was) 
He should be much beloVd of many a dainty lass ; 
Wlio gives all leave to like, yet of them liketh none : 
But his aSection sets on beauteous AvnJon ; [do prove 

Though many a plump-thigh'd moor, and full-flank'd nuiTsh 
To force his chaste desires, so dainty of his love. m 

First ^Seigemore shews this Good her bosom all unbraced, , 
And caste ber wanton arms about Ills slender waist : 
Her lover to obtain, so amorous Audry seeks : 
And Gedaetj softly steals swnet kisses from his cbM 
One takes him by the hand, intreating him to stay - ' 
Another plucks him back, when he would fain aw&y^ 
But, having caught at length, whom long he did pui 
Is so intranc'd with love, her goodly parts to view, > 
That alt'ring quite his shape, to her he doth appeaTi. I 
And casta his crystal self into an ample mere : 
But for his greater growth when needs he must de[ 
And forc'd to leave his love (though with a heavy li 
As be his Lack doth turn, and is departing out. 
The batning marshy BreTil environs him about : 
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I But loathing lier Imbrace, away in haste he dings, fl 

] And in tliB Severne sea surrounds his plenteous springs. ■ 
But, dallying in this place, so long why dost thou dwell, I 
io many sundry things hero having yet to tell i I 

Occasion calls the- Muse her pinions to prepare. atsV 

Which (striking with the wind the vast and open air) I 

Now, in the finny heaths, then in the chaiapains roves ; m 
Now, measures out this plain; and then surveys those grovesjB 
The batfnll postures fenc'd, and most with quickset moand^B 
The sundry sorts of soil, diversity of ground ; SM9 

Where ploughmen cleanse theearthof rubhish, weed, and filt^J 
And give the fallow lands their seasons and their tiith : m 
\Vhere best for breeding horse ; where cattle fitt'et to keep : j 
Which good for bearing com ; which pasturing for sheep : fl 
Tlie lean and hungry earth, the fat and marly mould, 3^9 
Where sands be always hot, and where the clays be cold ; fl 
With plenty where they waste, some others touch'd with wantiS 
Here set.and there they sow; here proin, and tliere theyplanS,* 
As Wills/lire is a placa best pleas'd with that resort m 

Wliich spend away the time eontinually in sport ; sttfl 

So Somersci herself to profit doth apply, M 

As given all to gain, and tbriving housewifry. I 

For, whereas in a land one doth consume and waste, I 

'Tis fit another be to gather in as fast : I 

This liketh moory plots, dehghts in sedgy bow'rs, SH 

The grassy garlands loves, and oft attir'd with flow'rs fl 
Of rank and mellow glebe ; a sward as soft as wool, M 

With lier complexion strong, a belly plump and full. I 

Thuswhilst the activeMuse strainsout these various thing(jj9 
Clear Pairei makes approach, with all those plenteous springfl 
Hex fruitful banks that bless ; by whose monarclial sway, sin 
She fortifies herself against that mighty day I 

Wherein her utmost power she should be forc'd to try. I 
For, from the Druid^ time there was a prophecy, I 
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TUafc there should come a day (which now was near at hand ' 

By all foreruniiing signs) that on the Eastern Gtraiid, sjo 

If Parrel^ stood not fast upon the English side, 

Tliey all should bo euppress'd : and by the British pride 

In cunning overcome ; for why, impartial Pate 

(Yet constant always to the Bnlon^ craai-d state) m 

Forbad they yet should fall ; by whom she meant to show ' 

Uow much the present Age, and after-times should owe 

Unto the line of Bnde, Clear Parrel therefore preas'd 

Her tribataiy ttreams, and wholly her addresa'd 

Against the ancient foe : First, calling to her aid sss 

Two Rivers of one name;- which seem as though they stay'd 

Their empress as she went, her either hand that take.. . 

The first upon the right, a.a from her source doth n 

Lai^e Machslncy an Isle, and unto Ivdl lends 

Her hardly-rend'red name : That on hex left, descenitol 

From Novch'a neighbouring woods ; which, of that fbrns^ 

Her rival's proffer'd grace opprobriously dotli scorn, [born, 

She by her wand'ring course doth Athdney in-isle : 

And for the greater state, herself she doth instile 

§ The nearest neighbouring flood to Arthw's ancient seat, aK 

Which made the Brihns' name through all the world so 

Like Cixmekt, what place was ever yet renown'dl [great. 

Where, as at Carl'um, oft, he kept the TnUe-rmind, 

Most famous for the sports at Pentecost so long, [spiong. 

From whence all knightly deeds, and brave acbievemente 

As some soft-sliding rill, ■which from a lesser head in 

(Yet in his going fortli, by many a fountain fed) 

Extends itself at length unto a goodly stream ; 

So, almost through the world his fame flew from this realm j 

That justly I may charge those ancient Bards at wrong, uu 

So idly to neglect his glory in their son; 

' A supposed propliaey npoo Parrfl, 
• ' ' ' <ta winck the town IvdiB lit 
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For some abundant brain, there had been a story 
Bej'ond the Blind-njan's^ might to have inhanc'd ouf glory, 

Tow'rds the Sabtinian sea then Parrel setting on, 
To fier attendance next comes in the beauteous Tone, no 
Crown'd with embroid'red banlcs, and gorgeously array'd 
With all th' enamell'd flowers of many a goodly mead : 
In orchards richly clad ; whose proud aspiring houghs 
Even of the tallest woods do Boom a jot to lose, 
Though Selwood's mighty self, and Ncroch standing by : m 
The sweetness of her soil through every coast doth fly. 
What ear so empty is, that hath not heard the sound 
Of Tawdon's fruitful Deane P not match'd by any ground ; 
By Athdrn'^ ador'd, a neighbourer to her land : 
Whereas those higher hUls to view fair Toiie that stand, laii , 
Her coadjuting Springs with much content behold : 
Where sea-ward Quanlock stands as Ifepluiie he controU'd, 
And Bla^kdown inland born, a Mountain and a Mound, 
As though he stood to look about the country round : 
But Parrtt as a Prince, attended here tho while, laa 

Imich'd with every Moor, and every inland Isle, 
Upon her taketh state, well forward tow'rds her fall ; 
Whom lastly yet to grace, and not the least of ail, 
Comes in the lively Carre, a Nymph most lovely clear. 
From Somerton sent down the Sovereign of the Shire ; taa 
Which makes our Parrel proud. And wallomng in excess, 
Whilst like a Prince she vaunts amid the wat'ry press. 
The breathless Muse awhile her wearied wings shall ease. 
To get her strength to stem the rough Sabinim seas. 
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Ifc^fM ISCONTISTJIMG her first course, the Muse retuiw 
isSmjI *° Soijurxt and Wiltsliin, which lie twiit tie 
I^^^S Seveme and Sunt/ihire; ae the song here joins 
them. 

13. From Samm ihus we set, remov'd from whence it stood. 

Old Salhlmry seated Iforth-eaat Irom the now iamoilB 
Salwhinj, some mile distant, about Richard Cceur de lAotlt 
time had her Bome and inliabitants hither tnmslated, upon 
the meeting of Avon and Aderhom ; where not long afttf 
ebe enjoyed, among other, that glorious title of admiration 
for her sumptuous Church -buildings. Of that, one o( jag. 
authors' thus : 

in the ncarc ot ^Rtt 

Stuell liunSrcO null to .iittt tbintii in tfir batieylaie 

Cf the noble ittunatie at ^alcsIiuLt hii It'Az Axe famlc 

fitonf 
€h;it inr not in (CfiriBltnbDm bairorr borli nmt. 
Chftr bias UanbuIC the %rQat, anS .is hcDt at cdion, 
!^e Uilie biue (he bcrste atoms : as bou the ^opc ignt m^^ 

' Rub. Oloueetreas. ^^^^| 
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Che oliur faor brc* Bonge iging, the thrtV&e as mc sejc 

Sor the go3ei£Tlcof ^Misbuct SStlUamt the iLongeSf n, I 

i!Che berth bav the UTontesse, the bifCe he letlie tho i 

Bar die £ishop:|: of i^atesburt, anil he ne UiOe ns mo. | 

This work then began, was by Hobert of Bingliatn, next suc- 
ceeding Bishop to that excellency, prosecuted. I 

M. Hoik worthily ohlain'd that Stonelienge Ihert should aland. \ 

Upon Salkhury Plain stones of huge weight and greatness, i 
some in the earth pitched, and in form erected, as it were 
circnlar ; others lying cross over them, a» if their own poise 

did no less than their supporters give tliem that proper I 

place, have tliia name of Sloite-lieitge ; J 

B^t so confus'd that neilJier any eye I 

Can count tjievh just, nor nason reason try, 1 

Wlial force brought them to so unlihl'j gnnind. 1 

As the noble Sidney^ of them. 

No man knows, saith Iliinlingdan'^ (making them the first, \ 
wonder of this Land, as the Author doth) how, or why^ 
they came here. The cause thus take from the Sritish 

story : Hengld under colour of a friendly treaty with Vorti- i 

gem at Anteshury, his falsehood's watchword to his Soicons j 

(provided there prifily with long Icnives) being Nimef youp I 

rexer,^ there traitorously slew 660 noble Briloiis, and kept I 

the King prisoner. Some thirty years after King Arnbros | 

(to honour with one monument the name of so many mur- I 

dered Worthies) by help of Vter-pen-dragon's forces and I 

Merlin's magic, got them transported from off a plain (others j 

say a liill) near Naas* in Kildars in Ireland, hither, to re- I 

• Hen, III. + Wahelm. da longl apatba, t Biohanl Foore. I 
' In liiB Sonnets. » Histor. lib. I, ' i.e.. Take your Bwords. 

* (lirolil. (Jamlirenaia Topugraph, Hib. (list. '1. uati. IS. Cliorta | 
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main ae a trophy, not of victory, but of wronged innt 
This Merlin persuaded the King that they were medicinal, 

id first brought out of the ntmoat parts of Afri^e by 
Giants which thence came to inhabit Irdwiui. Non ett iU 
lapU qui medicamcnlo carel^ as in Mn'Un's person Geffrey of 
Momnoufh speaks ; whoso authority in this treacherons 
slaughter of the Brilons, I respect not so much aa Nennm, 
ilalnmbunj, Sigebai, Matthew of IVealminsler, and others, 
who report it as I deliver. "Whether they be naturally solid, 
or with cement artificially composed, I will not dispute. 
Although the last be of easier credit ; yet I would, with 
our late Historian IFhite, believe the first sooner, than that 
l/lyssB^ ship was by Neptune turned into one stone, as it ie 
in the Odysnetit, and that the j^ijijptmn King Atrutsis had a 
house cut out in one marble (which, by Herodoitu^ deecrii'- 
tion, could not after the worfamansbip hare less content 
than 2,394 solid cubits, if my Geometry fail me not) or 
that which the Jewi^ are not ashamed to aiErm of a stone, 
with which King Og at one throw from his head purposed 
to have crushed all the Isractika, had not a lapwing strangely 
pecked such a hole through it, that it fell on liia shonlders, 
and by miracle his upper teeth suddenly extended, kept it 
there fast from motion. It is possible they may be of some 
such earthy dust as that of Puzzolo, and by .^Ina, which 
cast into t!ie ivater turns stony, as Flmj after Strabo of 
them and other like remembers. And for certain^ I find it 
reported, that in Caimanan upon Snowdon Hills is a stone 
(which miraculously somewhat more than sixty years since, 
raised itself out of a lake at; the hill's foot) equalling a large 
house in greatness, and supposed not moveable by a thousand 
yoke of oxen. For the form of bringing them, your opinion 

^ Not one at tie stonea but is good Eor Bomewhat iu Hiyaic. 

* Apnd MniiBter. ad Deut«r. 3. If among them thero be a « 

me, let tko Jew Have it, 

» Powelftdlib. 2. cap. 0. Oirald, Itinerarii.- 
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may take freedom. TLat great one whichiZereuZM^iB wondered 
at for the carriage waa but a cartload,^ which he lei't for a 
monument in Otranto of Italy ; and except Geffrey of Mon- 
mouth, with some which follow him, scarce any aifirm or 
epeak of it, nor Nennivs, nor Muhieihunj ; the first living 
somewhat near the supposed time. 

48. Eetmxl the Mercian nik, and the Weat-Saxons' reiijn. 

So thinks our Antiquary and Light of this Kingdom ; 
that, to be a limit of those two ancient states, sometime 
divided by Avon, which falls into Sevei-ne, ^aftsdike crossing 
the Shire Westward ovex the Plain was first east up. ^Wodtms- 
dike, the old name, is supposed from Woden ; of no less (if 
not greater) esteem to the Saxuns, than Arsacts, Pelops, Cud- 
mils, and other such, to their posterity; but so that I guess 
it went but for their greatest God Mei-eury {he is called 
rather Wmden, from Win, that is, gam, by Lipsius*) as the 
Gci-jnan and English antiquities discover. And very likely, 
when this limit was made, that in honour of him, being by 
name President of ways, and by his office of Heraldship 
I'acifex, i.e.. Peacemaker,' as an old stamp titles him, they 
called it Wodensdike; as not only the Greeks had their 
'K;/iaT thiiiDi mgayXai^riif (statues erected) for limits and 
direction of ways, and the Lutins their I'urminvs, but 
ancient Jews also, as upon interpretation of noj'iQ3^ in 
Proverbs, i.e., into an lieap of Msrcury (in the Vulgate) for 
heap of stones in that sense, Goroplna in his hieroglyphi 
affirms, somewhat boldly deriving Mercury from Mtn, 
which signifies a limit in his and our tongue, and so fits 
this place in name and nature. StmJienge and it not 

^ AriBtnt. jrfpi 6aup. ijfouifi. " a/ioEoTec- 

• M'oden or WcpndBii. * Ad Germ. Tacit. 

* IpmnnfuU. Snx. Meronry. Adam Bramens. cap. 5. aad beni: 
rrmwg.trrale. 

' PttiiaDn. saipiiis; et Theocrit. iti. ki. ' ProverbB 2( 
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properly contend, being several works of two i 
nations andently hateful to each other ; BrUons and SiLOrra. 

07. To htar two crystal fioods to court hfr uhkJi aj/plf 
WilUlxnmu: (by the old name the Anthor calls her Willi) 
derived from near Selirood by WammUr, with her creeky 
passage, crossing to H'iltnn, nummg both that town and the 
sliire, and on the other side Awn taking her coarse ont of 
Savfmake by Markbm-ow through the shire Sonthward, 
washing ^jnfo"«j6M7*y and the SalidnirUs (New Sufefrwry being 
her Episcopal city) both watering the Plain, and furnished 
with these reasons, are iitly thus personated, striving to en- 
dear themseives in her love : and prosecuting this fiction, 
tlie Muse tlms adds : 

M. How tkil Bathe's Avon loax'd imperioue through her fame. 
Divers rivers of that name have we ; but two of eminent 
note ill WillMrt: one 18 next before shewed you, which 
falls through Biirsd into the Ocean ; the other here men- 
tioned hatli her head in the edge of Glocester: and with her 
snaky course, visiting MalinesbuTy, Chijfpenliam, Bra^ori, 
and divers towns of alight note, turns into Somerset, passes 
Bath, and casts herself into Seveme at Bristtne. This com- 
pendious contention (whose proportionate example is a 
special elegancy for the expressing of diversity, as in the 
Paatonds of Thcocrilns aod Virgil) is aptly concluded with 
that point of ancient politic observation,^ that Oultmrd com- 
iiwn fair m the mre^ band of friendship. 

iH5. J'y Greeklade whose great name yet vawiis ikal learned long. 

The History of Oxford in the Proctors' book, and certain 

old verses,^ kept somewhere in this tract, affirm, that with 

Bniie came hither certain Greek Philosophers, from whose 

' In Thucyilid. et Liv. ' Lelond. ad Cyg, Cant, i 
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name and profession here it waa thus called, and as a4fl 
University afterward translated to Ozford (upon like nota 
tion a company of PhysieianB retiring to LecMade^ in thi 
shire, gave that its title, as I. Eoug adds in his stoiy b 
Hen. FIL), But Godwin and a very old Aiumr/Tims, a.be^ 
by Br. Twine, refer it to Theodore of Tarsus in Cilicia (made 
Archbishop of Canlerbmy hy Pope Filalian under £c3i«'i,King 
of Ketii) very skilful in both tongues, and an extraordinary 
restorer of learning to the English-Saxons; That lie had 
(among other) Greek schools, is certain by Bede'i afBrmation 
that some of his scholars uoderstood both Greek and Latin 
as their mother language. Richard of the Viea^ will that 
Penda, King of Merdand, first deduced a colony of Cambridge 
men hither, and caUa it Crekelade, as other KirMade with 
variety of names : but I suspect all ; as well for omission of 
it in best authorities, as also that the name is so different 
in itself. Grecolade was never honoured with Greek schools, 
OS the ignorant multitude think, saith Leland^ afirEtdng it 
should be rather Credade, Lechelade, or Lathlade. Nor me- 
thinks (of ail) stands it with the British, story,* making the 
tongue then a kind of Greek (a matter, that way reasonable 
enough, seeing it is questionless that colonies anciently de- 
rived out of the Western Asia, Peloponmsus, Hellas, and 
those Continents into the coast whence Bitile came, trans- 
ported the Greek with them) that profession of Gredana 
should make this so particular a name. 
sw. Ascrib'd to titat high skill which learned Bladud frrowjiSi.l 
You are now in Somersetshire. I doubt not but t] 
cause is that which is ordinary of other hot springs ; e 



' i.c„ The Phyaician's I 

* Apud. Cni, de jastiq. Cantabrig. lib. 2. ei Cod. Nig. i 
ipud ftut. Msert. antiq. — 

' Ad Cyg. Cant, in Isid 

* CumiB CriBCUB BBnoe 
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^H tiie sun's heat (saTing the Author's opinion, which hath 
^B warrant enough in others) or agitatiou of wind, as some 
^* -will ; but either passage through metallic, bituminous, and 
sulphurous veins, or rather a real subterranean fire, as Em- 
pedoclet^ first thought, and with most witty ai^uments (ac- 
cording to the poetical conceit of T<tphm? buried in Prochyta; 
I vhereto SlTaho refers the best Baths in Italy) my learned 
I wid kind friend Mr, Li/diaf, that accurate Chrooologer, in 
[ Itis ingenious Philosophy, hath lately disputed. But, as 
Xibe Author tells you, some Brili^ vanity imputes it to 
BladuSs art, which in a very ancient fragment of rhymes' 
\ I found expressed : and if yua can endure the language and 
^ fiction you may read it, and then laugh at it. 
STioa tiMiur tijtrc brtl) ot bxa.e, 
Sii9 ot|)cr tluo im.ihtn o[ glaif 
Scitt itB,li ll)trr tiut^ nine 
Siih ol^tr t!)iii3 iuuhcli hiiti^ Qumc : 
(@ui(h hi'imetoii fit tljfm aliio, 
Mit^ Inini Str imiiietl cf]crtto : 
Sal gemmffi nnW sal petrie, 
Sal armonak tljtre is t&l 
Sal albrod a:i% sal alkino 
Sal G-eminK is iniuHtB luiti^ Ijiiu, 
Sal Comin aiiB sal almetre bright 
C^at boriKtIj batl; Dau aiiD iiig^t, 
SlI ti)id IS iti t^t iQuiit iDo 
SiiD otl]» ti)in(j;^ mann mo, 
SitD hoiiictt) botl^ nisljt aiiH aay, 
QTljat niiiti' qucnih ■( nc man 
fu bout b)clepnn(];g iijt toutics iiggetl)* 
Ss t^c $Iji[nSQ;^^ird bd ^igailli 

1 Sense. Natural. Qiuest. lib. 3. cap. 34. 
" Pindar. Pyth. c. • Ex antiq. Bohed. 
* See the Author's Eighth Song. 
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JIH.ihEtl) It I)ot nl nliniit 

HL^t tba tt)cld|)tiiig^ tamell] uicvt 

fliitr tiK olljcr Una b^tlj iiiiKr dtrc. 

Ct)cr{ is mnfttD full ibid 

C^nt llingd Ijad] tcIitpcD is. 

Cfjt ti(l) Igins BlaUud 

Cljt SitiigS floiinE'Ltid 

9nll tuljrn I)c m^tttli [|],it batt i)ot 

3iiV if I)im faiUV oii9l)t 

®f tt)^t ti)<it SbouIO ll)ntto, 

JStrfatiulI) toljat Ik tajoiilO Ho 

jTcotn Batli to London i)t tuDiilI) flee 

9nD t{]iilhi^tiiip Stiff ari,iiti( tire 

SnU fttcl) t1)at t1)crcta biucl, 

fit tuas qiiidtc, aiiD eluitl) fell 

Ctjo ttc m.'t^tci' loas UcU 

SnO IE cattle iDniU to tl)( ®iuli 

jfoi' goS nt iD.iS not put phoir 

Jiov ttlij EfitfficS Ijiiii biuoit. 

I -will aa soon Lelieve all this, as that S. ZJmi or Julius j 
CrtMi^ (who never oame near it) was autlior of it, or that A 
he nin,de Knights of the Bath. They are Bot wanting irhicll-a 
have durst gay go. 

2211. JFIien on this jtohit of earth he hends his greatest force. 

From eight in the morning till three {within which tinw] 
the Bunheams make their strongest angles of incidence) it 
purges itself (as boiling) of unclean excrements, nor then 
doth any enter it ; which the Muse here expresses in a fer- 
vent sympathy of love twixt the Water and the Sun, andl 

' Bal. cent. I. ■ Malmeabnry, lib. 1. lEfflAi&a. 
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I the more proptrly because it liad tfae name oP Ajks 
I Solis* 

1 M2. Iftih Hi' wonders of the Isle thai she shaiitd twl hjilac'i. 
JVockey holcf (so culled in my conceit, &om poc5' which 
I'lB the aame with fie, signifying a Mlow or ereeh/ ptutagt) in ' 

Wfndip HiUa by fFellg, for her spacious vaults, stocy walk, 
sweeping labyrinths, unimaginable cause of posting in the 
Peartb, and her neighbours' report (all whicli almcet equal 
lier to that OroUa della Sihiltw' in the Aptmn of JUarra ^a- 
emiilana, and the Dutch song of little IMniel) ni^ht well 
wonder ehe had not place among her country wonders.' 
One that seems to increase Samuel Beaulan upon Ncnnm, 
I reckons tbiiteen by that name, but with vain and false 
I reports (as that of the Balh to be both hot and cold, accord- 
ing to the desire of him that washes) and in some ihe 
Author of Poiychronkm follows him; neither speaking oi 
this. But the last, and Benry of ffuntingdon, reckon only 
four remarkable ; the Ptakt, Slonlienge, GlitderhoU, and a 
hill out of which it rains, That wonder of human excel- 
lence, SiTtPhilij) Sidney, to fit his Sonnet, makes six ; and to 
fit that number conceitedly adds a froward, but cbaat«, 
Lady for the seventh. And the Author here tells you tlie 
chiefesL 

279. ■ ■■ ■ — Ih-at Froome/w Iter disgraee 

Since scarcely ever wcuilt'd the coalsleck frmi her faee. 

Out of Meiidip Hills Froome springoth, and through the 
Coalpits after a short course Eastward turns upward to 
BtUhe's Avon. The fiction of her besmeared face happens 
the better, in that Froome, aiter our old mother language, 

' AntooinuB in Itinorario. * Watera of tho Sun. 
+ Or, Oc/ii/. ' Boat. Uheniin. lib. 2. Rer. Germanic. 
■ Orteliua Tlioat. Mundi. * The wondera of JSai/laji 
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signifies /aiV, as that paradoxical Mecanus,^ in expoaition o 
the E^i/plkn Fyromis m Herodoins,^ would by notation 
teach us. 

ass. And Cheddar /w mere grief his teen lie could not wreak. 

Near Axhr^dge, Chedder Cleeaes, rocky and vaulted, by 

continual distilling, is the fountain of a forcible stream 

(driving twelve mills within a mile's quarter of its head) 

which runs into Ax derived out of Wochy. 

.H07. When not great Arthur's Tomh, nor hoh/ Joseph's Grmt. 
Henry the Second in his expedition towards Ireland enter- 
tained by the way in JVales with Bardish aongs, wherein he 
heard it affirmed' that in Glasletibury (made almost an Isle 
by the River's embracementa) Arikur was buried twixt two 
pillars, gave commaudment to Henry of Blois then Abbot, 
to make search for the corpse: which was found in a wooden 
coffin {Girald saith oaken, Leland thinks alder) some sixteen 
foot deep ; but after they had digged nine foot, they found* 
a stone on whose lower side was fix'd a leaden cross (crosses 
Jixed upon the tombs of old Christians were in ^11 places 
ordinary) with his name inscribed, and the letter side of it 
turned to the stone. He was then honoured with a sump- 
tuous monument, and afterward the sculls of him and his 
wife Guinever were taken out (to remain as separate relics 
and spectacles) by Edward LontfffJtanlcs and Elianm: Of 
this, Girald, Leland, Prise, divers others (although Pd^dore 
made slight of it) have more copious testimony. The Sards' 
Songs suppose, that after the Battle of Camlan in Cornwall, 
where traitorous Mordred was slain, and Arikur wounded, 
Morgain Ic Fay, a great E/Jin Lady (supposed his near kins- 
woman) conveyed the body hither to cure it : which done, 
Arthur is to return (yet expected) to the rule of his country. 
' Hermothen. lib, 5. ' Euterpe. ' Chroaicoa, Gi\B»ttQ"iaBt»._ 
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\ Eead these attributed to tlie 
a much ; 



' of the Bnnis, expressog 



Morpain siisc^U honorc, 

Iwpt6 mis IhalamU posail mper imrea refftm 
Fidmt, manvque siU delerU tndtius lumesld, 
In^etdtqw diii : tandemque redm mlutem 
Fosse sibi dixit, si secum tempore laago 
Esstt, et ipsitts vdltt medicamiiK fwigi. 

English in metre for me thus by the Author ; 

Muri/aia with honour took. 

And. in a cluir of State doth (mUBe biiu to repoae ; 
Then with a mudeiit hAnd his wounds she doth nncloae : 
And having search 'd them well, she bad him not to danbt, 
He sboiUd in time be cnr'd, if be would stay it out, 
And WDviId the raad'cine ta-ke that she to him wonld giTC. 



The same a 



1 excellent Poet^ of his time 



?)r is fl ^1115 rrouuetl in Fairic, 

'WiH) &»pUr anV 6\uatV ai\a tuftlj Tjid trgallsl 

Sl^all ttSott as iLatD an9 ^ouctiiigitt 

©ut al Fairie anll rrijnt I'u Britaine : 

eiiiO tfpairt a^aim the Round Table 

JSj projjijtdo Merlin Btt ti)t Bntt, 

Smonfi SriiictS ^iiis iiitoitipsr.iblt 

feid 6c,\t a^aim ta'.CiLrOon to trauslatt 

SEljc Pai'clias Siiffirtn g(iaiinc,ta IjiS hu 

Wi CEpitn})!)" rtcurUtti) sa ctrtaiiit 

fecre iiEtJj K. Arthur tljat filjall laigur aQaiiieJ 

' Talieaain. ap. Pris, dofens. !hist. Brit. 
' Dan Lidgat. lili. 8. vers. Boucat. cap. 24. Nieniaa ad hM rdW* 
lanas de Inaulia illud Merlini vaticininm. EiituB ejus dubius erit, 
" Hiejaeti Arthurae, Rex quondam, Bexquefatur 
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WortMy famoas was the Abbey also from Joseph of 
irifnalkta (that, Ele^^fiuv ^ouXfur-in,* as S. Mark calls him) 
lere buried, which gives proof of Christianily in the Isle 
lefore our Lucius.^ Heoce in a Charter of liberties by Hen. 
I. to the Abbey {made in presence of Eeradivs Patriarch 
f Jerusalem, and others) I read, Olim & qiiibusdam mtUer 
inclorum dicta est, ab aiiis lwiiulu£ sandorum,f g^iam ab ipsis 
iscipuiis Domini edificaiam ei ab ipso Domim dedicalam primb 
uisse ven^uUlis habel aniUptomm aulhoritas. It goes for 
urrent truth that a Hawthorn thereby on Christmas day 
Iways blossometh ■? which the Author tells you in that, 
Vees yet in winter, &r.. You may caat this into the account 
f your greatest Wonders. 

SM. Jwirac'd by Selwood'a son her flood the lovely Bry. 

Selwood sends forth Bry, which after a winding course 
rom Bruion, (so called of the River) through part of Sed/j- 
tore, and Aiulrejitore, comes to Glmitrihunj, and almost 
aisles it ; thence to Gedjiey Moor, and out of £rent marsh 
Qto Seveme, 
39a. The maresl neighbmring floods to Arthur's ancienl seat. 

By South Cadbunj is that Camslot ; a hill of a mile com- 
lass at the top, four trenches circling it, and twixt every of 
hem an earthen wall j the content of it, within, about 
wenty acres, full of ruins and relics of old buildings. 
Imong Roman coins there found, and other works of anti- 
[uity, iStao speaks of a silver Horseshoe there digged up 
n the memory of our fathers ; Dii boni (saith Leland) 
uot ktc profundiasi-auirum fossantm! qwt hie egeslx ierrm 
idla I qute drmiiim prwcipilia / alqiie «t paucis finiam, mdetur 
' Nolile ConnBellor. 
' First ChriatiiLnity in BrWiiH : but see the Ei^jhth Song. 
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mihi quidem esse et AriU el Nafvra miracalufn.* Antjqnei 
port makes tUa one of Arthur's places of his £oimd Tabi 
as the Mnse here sings. Bat of thia more ia the ne 
Canto. 
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The Argument. 

England and Walea atrivr, in (Aw Song, 

To vihethar Lundy doth bekmg : 

When eithCT'ii 2fymphii, to clear the doubt. 

By Music taeaa fo try it oat. 

0/ might!/ Neptune leave tkei/ ask : 

Each one /Klaki-s her to her lath ; 

The BriCons, with the Harp aad Crotnd : 

The English, bolh u-ith elill and load. 

The Britons ^hanid King Arthur's giory : 

The English fang their Siixona' story. 

The NiUa of Wales their loeopons lal-e, 

And are an uproar like to make. 

To keep the English part in awe, 

Thera't ktaae and tliave, and hold and drato 

T^al Seveme ean Ourm sea rce ditiide. 

Till Jud'jmmt may the Catuf decide. 

rMfiS HIS while in Sabnn's Court strong factions strangely a 

'i^au Sicce Cornwall for her own, anrl as lier proper dne^ 
Claim'd Lundy, which was stud to Cmabria t 
belong, 
Wlio oft had sought ledrosa for that her ancient wrong : 
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But her inveterate foe, bome-out by Ewjlanils miglit, 
O'erawayB her weaker pow'r ; tli.it (now in either'a right) 
As Seveme finds no Flood so great, nor poorly mean. 
But that the natural Spring (her force which doth mai 

tain) 
From this' or that she takes ; so from this faction free 
(Begun about this Isle) not one was like to be. 

This Luiidy ia a Nymph to Idle toys inclined ; 
And, all on pleaeure set, doth wholly give her mind 
To see upon her shores her fowl and coniea fed, 
§ And wantonly to Latch the birds of Gimijmcd. 
Of traffic or return she never taketh care : 
Not provident of pelf, as many Islands are ; 
A lusty black-brow'd Girl, with forehead broad and high, 
That often had bewitch'd the Sea-gods with her eye. 
Of all the inlaid Isles her sovereign Severne keeps, 
That bathe their amorous breasts within her secret 
(To love her Bamf much and SUlij though she seem, 
The Flat Holms and the Sieep as likewise to esteem) 
This noblest British Nymph* yet likes her Lujtdij 
And to great Neptune's grace prefers before the rest. 

Thus, Camhiu? to her right that would herself 
And rather than to lose Loegna,* looks for more ; 
The Nymphs of either part, whom passion doth invade, 
To trial straight will go, though Neptune should dissuade 
But of the weaker sex, the most part full of spleen, 
And only wanting strength to wreak their angry teen. 
For skill their challengo make, which every one prof 
And in the learned Arts (of knowledges the beat, 
And to th' heroic spirit most pleasing under sky) 
Sweet Music, rightly match'd with heavenly Poesy, 

■^ From England or Wales. 

' Certain IjUle Isltja lying within Sei'emf, * BfVi 

^ ■\Valefl, • England, 



ye. 

em, J^l 
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In which they all exceed : and in this kind alone * as 
They conquerorB vow to be, or lastly overthrown. 

Which when fair Sabrim saw {aa she is wondrous wise) 
And that it were in vain them better to advise, 
Stth this contention sprang irom countries like allied, 
That she would not be found t' incline to either side, w 
To mighty Neptune sues to have bis free consent 
Due trial they might make : When he incoutinent 
His Tritons sendeth out tlie challenge to proclaim. 

No sooner that divulg'd in his so dreadful name. 
But such a shout was sent from every neighb'ring Spring, 4s 
That the report was heard tlirough all Ins Court to ring : 
And from the largest Stream uuto the lesser 3rook, 
Them to this wondrous task they seriously betook : 
They curl their ivory fronts ; and not the smallest Beck 
But with white pebbles makes her tawdries for her neck; ii> 
Lay forth their amorous breasts unto the pubhc view, 
Enamelling the white, with veins that were as blue ; 
Each Moor, each Marsh, each Mead, preparing rich array 
To set their Kivers forth against this general day. [shove 
'Mongst Forests, Hills, and Floods, was ne'er such heave and 
Since Albion wielded arms against the son of Jovi} ^ 

When as the English part their courage to declare, 
Them to th' appointed place immediately prepare. 
A troop of stately Nympha proud Avon with her brings 
(Aa she that hath the charge of wise Uinen;a's Springs^) so 
From Maidip tripping down, about the tinny Mine, 
And Ax, no less imploy'd about this great design, 
Leads forth a lusty rout ; when Btij, with all her throng 
(With very madness swoll'n that she had atay'd so long) 
Comes from the boggy meres and queachy fana below : m 
That Parrel (highly pleas'd to see the gallant show) 
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Set out with such a train aa bore so great a swo-j. 
The soil hut scaroely serves to give her hugeness way. 

Then the Devonian Tatee, from Derimore dcck'd with pearl, 

Unto the conflict conies : with her that gallant Girl m 

k § Clear Towridge, whom they I'ear'd would have estraiiy'd her 

1 Whose coming, lastly, bred such courage in them all, [fall : 

I As drew down many a Nymph from the Comvhiait shore 

I That paint their goodly breasts with sundry aorta o 

The Brilish, that this while had stood a view to ti 

I What to her utmost pow'r the public foe could make, £ 

I But slightly weigh their strength : for by her natural^ 

As Btill the Brikin. bears a brave and noble mind ; 

Jo, trusting to their skill, and goodness of their cause 

For speedy trial call, and for indifferent laws. 

At length, by both allow'd, it to this issue grew ; 
To make a likely choice of some most expert crew, 
Whose number coming near unto the others dower, 
The English should not urge they were o'erbome by power. 
§ Yet hardly upon Powse they dare their hopes to lay, es 
For that she hath commerce with England every day ; 
j Nor Bosse ; for that too much she aliens doth respect; 
I And following them, foregoes her ancient dialect. 
I The Venedolian Floods,! t^j^t ancient Britons were, 
I The Mountains kept them tack, and shut them in the rear : 
T But Brecknuck, long time known a country of much worth, in 
' Unto this conflict brings her goodly Fountains forth : 
oat not a Brook of Morgany, nor Qwent? 
But from her fruitful womb do fetch their liigh des 
For Brecan, was a Prince once fortunate and great 
Vho dying, lent liis name to that his nobler si 
'ith twice twelve daughters blest, by one and 
''ho for their beauties rare, and sanctity of lift 

^ Flooja o£ Nottli Wolea, ' Glamorgan and Monmovfh S 
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To Rivers were tranafomi'd ;* whose purenesa doth declare " 

How excellent they were, by being what they are : ii»" 

Who dying virgins all, and Rivere now by fete. 

To tell their former love to the uumairied state, [bear; | 

To Seveme shape their course, which now their form doth . 

Ere she was made a flood, a. virgin as they were. 

And from the Irish aeaa with fear they still do fly : ws" i 

So much they yet delight in maiden company. 

Then most renowned If^ales, thou famous ancient place, 
Which still hast been the Nurse of all the Brilisk race, 
Since Nature thee denies that purple-cluster'd vine, 
Which others' temples chafes with fragrant sparkling wine; 
And being now in hand, to write thy glorious praise. 
Fill me a bowl of meatk, my working spirit to raise : 
And ere Seven Books have end, I'll strike so high a string, , 
Thy Bards shall stand amaz'd with wonder whilst I aing ; 
§ That Taliessen, once which made the Rivers dance, i 
And in his rapture rais'd the Mountains from their trance, 
Sliall tremble at my verse, rebounding from the sHes, 
Which like an earthquake shakes the tomb wherein he lies. 

First our triumphing Muse of sprightly Ush shall tell, 
And what to every Nymph attending her befell r i» 

Which Cray and Camlas first for Pages doth retain ; 
With whom the next in place comes in the tripping Bret 
With le/cer; and with her comes Ilodnij fine and clear, 
Of Brecknock best belov'd, the Sovereign of the Sheere : 
And Orony, at an inch, waits on her Mistress' heels. 
And ent'ring {at the last) the Monumethian fields. 
Small Fidan, with Ckdaufjh, increase her goodly menie, 
Short Kehhy, and the Brook that christ'neth Ahergeny. 

With all her wat'ry train, when now at lost she came 
Unto that happy Town+ which bears her only name. 
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BrigKt Birthin, with her &iend fair Olwy^ kindly mee? 
Which for her prftsent haste, have scarcely time to greet 

her: 
But earnest on her way, she aecdEly will be gone ; ^^ 

So much she longs to see the aucient Carleon. ^^^| 

\MieQ Avon cometh in, than which amongst them sll>^^^| 
A finer is not found betwixt her head and falL ^^^1 

Then Ebtrith, and with her slideB Srowi/; which forelay 
Her progress, and for Usfce keep entrance to the sea. 

When Mimno, all this while, that {for her own behoof) 
From this their great recourse bad Etrangely stood aloof, ii« 
Made proud by Monmouth's name appointed her by Fate, 
Of all the rest herein observed special state. 
For once the Bards foretold she should produce a King,^ 
Which everlasting praise to her great name should bring, 
^Vlio by his conquering sword should all the land surpids^ , 
Wliich twixt the Penmeniimur^ and the Pyreni^ lies ; 
She tlierefore is allow'd her leisure ; and by her 
They win the goodly J^i/e, whom strongly ehe doth H 
Her powerful help to lend : which else she had denied^ 
Because herself so oft to England she allied : 
But being by Munno made for Wales, away she goes. 
Which when as Tliroggt; aeea, herself she headlong thrown 
Into the wat'ry throng, with many another Rill, 
Eepoiring to the Welcli, tlieir number up to fill. 
That Eemny when she sa,w those gallant Nymplis of fftcwt^ 
On thie appointed match, were all so hotly bent. 
Where she of ancient tinae had parted, as a mound,. 
The MonwrnelMan fields, and Glamorganian ground, 
Intreats the Titffe along, as gray as any glass : 
With whom dear Cunno comes, a lusty Cambrian 1 
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Th^ia Elwy, and with her Ewemiy holds her way, 

And Ogmort, that would yet be there a& soon as they, 

By Avon called in : when nimbkr Neath anon [known ;fl 

(To all the neighbouring Nymphs for her rare beauties 

Besides her double head, to help her stream that hath 

Her handmaids, Mdla sweet, clear Bepsey, and Tragath) 

From 5i« cinwit forth doth break; then Dvlas and C" 

By Morgany* do drive her throagh her wat'ry sangy ; 

With Tawy, taking part t' assist the Camhrian power : 

g Then Lhu and Logur, given to strengthen them by GowerM 

'Mongst whom, some £(»'(is . there were, that i 
sacred rage 

liecorded tlie descents, and acts of every Age. [stringa 

Some with their nimbler joints that strook the warblini 
In fing'ring some unskill'd, but only ua'd to sing 
Unto the other's harp : of which you both might find 
Great plenty, and of both excelling in their kind, 
§ That at the Slethva oft obtain'd a victor's praise, 
Had won the Siker Harp, and worn Apollo's bays : 
Whose verses they deilue'd from those first golden times, 
Of sundry sorts of feet, and sundry suits of rhymes. is 

In Englins^ some there were that on their subject strain ; 
Some Makers that again affect the loftier vein, 
Eehearse their high conceits in CoieiUis : other-some 
In Owdells theirs express, as matter haps to come ; 
So varying still their moods, observing yet in all 
Their quantities, their i-esta, their ceasurea metrical : 
For to that sacred skill they most themselves apply. 
Addicted from their births so much to poesy, 
That in the mountdns those who scarce have seen a bool 
Most skilfully \vill make, as though from Art they took. 

* Ola nioiyan. ' A kind, of trench. 

1 SuglJUS, €o^it\)i, anO ^tolltlld, British loAne of vers. 
Seu the IHuatrations. A word, osed by the Aadentfl, Bignifying ti 



Jwt » l*i F M tfm mat a m j U aa^ of worth 
Tkt^ tag «17 mif^ Mt bcr gMAf Ktcr fortb, 
Aa akB« kr iMtiire ait &« th« GmiiMii sUoad, 
■v fhi*Hn notU them pari ; BaAtiment diamond : 
Sb €^inm of her !4finph> apedal ai« vill hare. i<^ 

J^CmmfmatdM Lhcm pesri to nnke tbtm wtrndrons brave, 
TW aemd Virgm'tvctU,^ her man most sw««t and rare, 
A pif t infoctiuUH dompx for ponunder to Wear : 
^d Golddijt^ uf liii ore in plenteous eon allowa, 

b ipanKl** tlu'ir Bttirr> nnd deck their unoroos brows. 
I And liwlly, Imly Ure (whose pray'rs were highly ptia'i 
u ill hoavetily things devoutly exenris'd : 

nxi, iihnnijing of hia fords,^ by divination had 
reli>lii tho nuittUbouring folk of fortone good or bad) 

B tliuil' intended iiourso eith needs they will proceed, xi 

~» IiBnailiiition sends in way of happy speed. 

)nil tliiiunh tliero were such haste unto this long-Iook'd hour, 
E«t IhL they not lo call upon th' Eternal Pow'r. 

or, who will have hla work his wished end to win, 

[msI him with hearty prayer religiously begin. ■ 

Whorofore the EngUih part, with full devout intent, H 
In meet and godly sort to Glastenbui-y eent, H 

EeseectuDg of the Saints in Avaimi that were, ^ 

There off'ring at their Tomba for every one a tear. 
§ Aiid humbly to Saint George their Country's Patron pray, 
To prosper their dedgn now in this mighty day, an 

Tlie BHlom, Ulte devout, their messengers direct 
To David, that he would their ancient right protect. 
'Mongst llaUerUVs lofty hills, that with tho clouds are c 
The Valley Eidag* lies, immur'd so deep and round, 
As they below that see the motintaina rise so high, 
Might thinlt the straggling herds were grazing in the sky 
a Mmivumt 
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Whicb in it such a shape of solitude doth bear, 

As Nature at the first appointed it for pray'r ; 

Where, in an aged Cel], with moss and ivy grown, 

In- which not to this day the aun hath ever shone, 

That reverend BrUish Saint, in zealous ages past, 

To contemplation liT'd ; and did so truly fast, 

As he did only drink what crystal Hodney yields, 

And fed upon the Leeks he gather'd in the fields. 

In memory of whom, in the revolving year, 

The Welch-men on hia day that sacred herb do wear 

Where, of that holy man, as humbly they do crave, 

That in their just defence they might bis furtherance haw^ 

Thus either, well-prepar'd the other's pow'r -before. 
Conveniently being plac'd upon their equal shore; 
The Britims, to whose lot the ODset doth belong. 
Give signal to the foe for silence to their song. 

To tell each various strain and turning of their rhymes. 
How tbia in compass falls, or that in sharpness climbs, w. 
(As where they rest and rise, how take it one Irom o 
As every several chord hath a peculiar tone) 
Even Memory herself, thongh striving, would come short ^ 
But the material things Muse help me to report. 

As first, t' affront the Foe, in tb' ancient Britons' right, l 
With Arthur they begin, their most renowned Knight ; 
The richness of the arms their well-made Worthy' wore, 
The temper of his aword (the tried EmUuhoitre) 
The bigness and the length of Bm£, his noble spear ; 
With Pridu'in his great shield, and what the proof could bes 
His baudric how adorn'd with stones of wondrous price, ■ 
§ The sacred Virgin's shape he bore for bis device j 
These monuments of worth the ancient Brilons song, [long, 

Novf, doubting lest these things might hold them but too 

' Arlbvr, one of the Nino WorthieB. 




E 

^H Vafa tbM* fnal ttammt fwin : wliat, caUuig to his aid 

^r^'i >"i— flMrflitlll fi iTnTrin) llii Ti 

" " " - - - - gtoj^ipress 

noqnest all to gain. 
afAtoS^iLaLlJmeei»t: vhere die plain m 
mimta nie h? icattecd with the d< 
Aad vfacB Ae coa^Qo'd f^M^ ^«t Eraoi the omflict fl< 
Betook thoa to the wDodi. be Bene kft th«m there 
t Until tlw firitiA outh be fon'd tham to lOTsvesr. 

il u hb BctioBf roM, so tmae Atj idll their rein si 
wohIb, wbo«e weight bc«t Mit > cabBnated strain. 
f ThfT* mng how he himself at BaAm bom that (iaj,, 
ilVli«n at the gloriotu goal his Sriliii «iceplre Ist" : ^ 

FTw) (layii together how the battle stnngljr stood : ^M 
iJ'rriitru'jon'H worthy son,' who waded there in Mood, ^| 
pTIirve hii[|ilri!<I Sartms slew with hjs own valiant hand. 

And afW (call'd the I'id snd Irish to withstand) 
I Bow he by force of amiB Allania of errao, 
FurMuing of the Put beyoDd Mount Caiidnn : 

e strongly shut them up whom Gtontly be snbda'd. ■^■ 
How GiUamore again to Irrhnd he pnrsu'd, 
"o oft aa he presum'd the envious Pkl to aid 
I And having slain the King, the Country waste he laid.l'i 

To GuthAaiid how again this Conqueror maketh foi 

I "With his so prMp'rous pow'rs into the farthest North 

(, Isdand first he won, and Orhieij after got. 

To Noncay sailing next, with his dear Nephew Loi, 

~ Y deadly dint of sword did Rieoll there defeat 

tnd having plac'd the Prinoe on that Norwegian seat, 

•! this courageous King did Demiuirlie then control 

,t si;arcely there was found a Country to the Pole 
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That dreaded not his deeds, too long that were to tell. 
And after these, in France th' adventures him befell 
At Paris, in the lists, where he with FlolHo fought ; 
The Emperor icore's power to raise his siege that brought, a 

Then bravely set they forth, in combat how these Knightf 
On horseback and on foot perform'd their several fights : 
Aa with what marvellous force each other they assail'd, 
How mighty Flollio first, how Artlittr then prevail'd ; 
For best advantaged how they traversed their grounds, 
The horrid blows they lent, the world-amazing wounds, 
Until the Tribune, tir'd, sank under Arihui's sword- 
Then sing they how he first ordain'd the Circled-board, 
The Knights whose martial deeds far fam'd that TaUe-rounda 
"Which, true.st in their loves; which, most in arms renown'd^ 
The Laws, which long upheld that Order, they repurt; 
§ The Ftniecosls prepar'd at Carleon in his Court, 
That Table's ancient seat ; her Temples and her Groves, 
Her Palaces, her Walks, Baths, Theatres, and Stoves : 
Her Academy, then, as likewise they prefer : ■ 
Of Cumihit they sing, and then of Windiester. 
The feasts that underground the Faerie did him make, 
And there how he enjoy'd the Lady of the Lake. 

Then to!d they, how himself great Arthur did advance, 
To meet (with his allies) that puissant force in France, aio 
By Lucius thither led ; those armies that while-ere 
Affrighted all the world, by him strook dead with fear : 
Th' report of his great acts that over Europe ran, 
In tiiat most famous Field lie with the Emperor wan : 
As bow great Eythoiis self he slew in his repuir, 
"Who ravish'd HowdVs niece, yoimg Hehna the fair ; 
And for a trophy brought the Giant's coat away 
Miide of the beards of Kings. Then bravely chanted the; 
The several twelve pitcli'd Fields he with the Samns f< 
The certain day and place to memory they brought ; 
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The hour of his decease, his place of barial. 

^Vhen out the English cried, to interrupt their song: 
But they, which knew to tkLs more matter must belong. 
Not out at all for that, nor any whit dismaj'd, sss 

But to their well-tun'd Harps iheir fingers closely liud ; 
Twixt ev'ry one of which they plac'd their country's Crewd, 

I And with courageous spirits thus boldly sang aloud ; 
How Merlin by his skill, and magic's wondrous might. 
From Ireland hither brought the Slatimdge in a night : sm 
§ And for Ca,rmaTden's sake, would fain have brouglit to 
About it to have built a wall of solid brass : [pass, 

And set his Fiends to work upon the mighty frame; 
Some to the anvil ; some, that still iaiforc'd the flame : 
But whilst it was in hand, by loving of an Elfe ^H 

(For all his wondrous skill) was cos'ned by himself. ^H 
For, walking with his Fay, ter to the rock he brought, ^H 

>In which he oft before his nigromancies wrought : 
And going in thereat his magic to have shown. 
She stopp'd the cavern's mouth with an inchanted stone : sv> 
Whose cunning strongly crost, amaz'd whilst he did stand, 
She captive him convey'd uato the Fame Land. 

Then, how the laboring spirits, to rocks by fetters bound, 

I With bellows' rumbling groans, and hammers' thund'ring 
A fearful horrid din still in the earth do keep, [sound, 

Their Master to awake, suppos'd by them to sleep ; mb 

As at their work how still the grieved spirits repine, 
Tormented in the fire, and tir^d at the mine. 
When now the Britkk side scarce finished their song. 
But th' English that repia'd to be delay'd so long. 
All quickly at the hint, as with one free consent, 
Strook up at once and sung each to the instrument 
(Of sundry sorts that were, as the musician likes) 
On which the practis'd hand with perfect'st fing'ring sti 
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Whereljy their height of skill might liveliest be expreat. sssl 
The trembling Lak^ some touch, some strain t!ie Viol best V 
In sets which there were seen, bhe music wondrous choice : 
Some likewise there affect the Gamba with the Toice, 
To shew that EngluTui could variety afford. 
Some that delight to touch the atemer wiry Chord, sta. 

The Cylhron, the Pandorf, and the Theorbo strike : 
The Gitiem and the KU the wand'ring Fiddlers like, 
Ho were there some again, in this their learned strife 
Loud Instruments that lov'd ; the Uamet and the Fife, 
The Hoboy, Snglmt deep, Betm-dtr, and the FMe : ta 

Even from the shrillest Shawm uuto the Cottiamvie. 
Some'blow the Bagpipe up, that plaja the Cmatry-roand : 
The Tuher and the Pipe some take delight to sound. 
Of Germanie they sung the long and ancient fame, 
From whence their noble Sires the valiant Saxons came, 
Who sought by sen and land adventures far and near; 
And seizing at the last npon the Britons here, 
Surpriz'd the spacious Isle, which etill for theirs they hold : J 
Aa in that Country's praise how in those times of old, 
§ Tuiseo, Gotner's son, from unbuilt Babel* brought 
His people to that place, with most high knowledge fraught, J 
And under wholesome laws eatablish'd their abode j 
IVhom his Tudesid since have honor'd aa a. God : 
Whose clear creation made them absolute in all, 
Ketaining till this time their puxe ori^naL 
And as they boast themselves the Nation moat unmix'd. 
Their language as at first, their ancient customs fix'd. 
The people of the world moat hardy, wise and strong; 
So gloriously they show, that all the rest among 
The Saxons of her sorts the very noblest were : i 

And of those crooked skaines they us'd in war to bear. 
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AVhicli, in their thund'ritig tongae, the Gennans, Handsmx 
name, 

, § They S(Uons first were call'd : whose far-extended fan 
For hardiness in war, whom danger never fray'd, 
§ Allur'd the Mrilons here to call tUem to their aid : 
From whom tliey after reft Loiijriii as their own, 
Brutes offspring then too weak to keep it hcing grow; 
This told : the Nymphs again, in nimble Btnuns ofl 
Next neatly come about, the Englishmen to quit 
Of that inglorioQB blot by Bastitiii ffiUium brought 
Upon this conquered Isle i than which Fate never wrought 
A fitter mean {say they} great Ga'mn.'ny to grace ; 
To graft again in one two remnants of her race : 
Upon their several ways, two several times that went 1 
To forage for themselves. The first of which she senG- 
§ To get their seat in Guvl : which on Nuestna light. 
And (in a famous war the Frf.nr.hmm put to flight) 
PoBsess'd that fruitful place, where only from their name 
§ 'Call'd Norlli-men (from the North of Gtrmany that came, 
Who thence expell'd the ffujtis, and did their rooms supply) 

I This, first Nuestria, nam'd, was then call'd Normaiuly. -wo 
That by this means, the less (in conquering of the great) 
Being drawn from their late home unto this ampler seat, 
Residing here, resigii'd what they before had won ; 
§ 2 That as the Conqueror's blood, did to the conquer'd tun. 
So kindly heiug mix'd, and up together growl 
Aa sever'd, they were hers ; united, still her o 

But these mysterious things desisting now to shoWi 
{The secret works of heaven) to long descents thi 
How Egtlred {the Sire of Edward the last King 
Of th' English Saxon Line) by nobly marrying 
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With harfly Ekhard's heir, the Norman Emma, bred 
Alliance in their bloods. Like Brooks that from one head ( 
Bear several ways (aa though to sundry seas to haste) 
But by the varying soil, int' one again are cast : 
So chauciSd it in this the nearness of their blood. 
For when as £nglaTuffs right in question after stood, 
Proud Barould, Goodwh^s heir, the sceptre having won 
From Edgar Eiheling young, the outlaw'd Edicard's son ; 
The valiant Bastard this his only colour made, 
With Ids brave Norman powers this kingdom to invade. 
Which leaving, they proceed to pedigrees again, 
Their after-Kings to fetch from that old Saxon strain ; 
From Margarit that was made the Scottish Mulaim's Bride, 
Who to her Grandsire had courageous Ironside: 
Which ontlaw'd Edwaa-d left ; wliose wife to him did bring.l 
This Margarii Qneen oi Scots, and Edgar Eiheling: [gava-'l 
That Margarii brought forth Maiul; which gracious Malcotim 
To Hiwry Bmidtirk's bed (so Fate it pleas'd to have) [spare : 
§ Who him a daughter brought ; which heaven did strangely 
And for the special love he to the mother bare, tat 

Her Maude again he nara'd, to tli' Alttuiin Emperor wed : 
Whose Dowager whilst she liv'd (her puissant Ca-sar dead) 
She th' Earl of Anjoa next to husband doth prefer. 
The Second Henry then by him begot of her, 
Into the Saxon Line the sceptre thus doth bring. 

Then presently again prepare themselves to sing 
The sundry foreign Fields the Englishmen had fought. 
Which when the Mountains saw {and not in vain) they thougha 
That if they stiU went on as tiius they bad begon, 
Then from the Camlrian Nympha (sure) Liini!;/ would be woit.1 
And therefore from their first they challeng'd them to fly ; 
And (idly running on with vain prolixity) 
A larger subject took than it was iit they should. 

But, whilst those would proceed, these threat'uing them « 
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Blath-Mmintaiv^ for the love he to his Country bare. 

As to the beateous L'skt, hla joy and only care, 

(Id wbow defence t' appear more stern and full of dread) 

Put on a helm of clouds upon hU rugged bead. 

Moune}uUmj doth the like for his beloved Tawe : 

Which quickly all the rest by their example draw : 

Afl ffallerell in the tight of ancient JFaUs will stand. 

To these three Slounlains, first of the Bi-ekmntan band, 

The ManuTiteihian Hilla, like insolent and stoat, 

On lofty tip-toes then began to look about ; 

That SkeridvauT at last (a Mountain much in might, 

In hunting that had set his absolute delight) 

Caught up his Country-hook f nor cares for future 

But irefully enrag'd, would needs to open arms 

^Vhich quickly put PenvayJ^ in such outrageous heat 

That whilst for very teen his hairless scalp doth swi 

The Blorench looketh big upon his bartd crowi 

And tall Tomberlow seems so terribly to frown, 

That where it was suppos'd with small ado or 

Th' event of this debate would eas'ly have been known) 

Buch strange tumultuous stirs upon this strife ensue. 

As where all griefs should end, old sorrows still renew : 

That Sevenu- thus forewam'd to look unto the worst 

(And finds the latter ill more dang'rous than the first) 

The doom she should pronounce yet for awhile delay'd, *7J 

Till these rebellious routs by justice might be stay'd ; 

A period that sho pat to ray discourse so long, 

To finish this debate the next ensuing Song. 

' These and the rest EoUowmg, the EamouBeBt Hills in Brecia 
■ GlmnoTU"", bmA. ManinouOi. 

' Weluli-hook. ' So named of hia liald head. 
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KS«jIi|VER SeverM (but visiting Luttdey, a little Me twixt 
* ^ffil Harlland and Gevm Point) you are transported 
p^jMj into IFales. Your travels with the Muse are 
most of all in Monmouth, Glamorgan, and the 
South maritime Shires. 

It jind wantonly to hatch the Birds of Ganymed, 
WiiMer Saker a Canon of Osn^ (interpreter of Thomas de 
la Moore's Life of Edward the Second) affirms, that it com- 
monly breeds Conies, Pigeons, d struconas, qvos vocai Alux- 
atlder Nechamus (so you must read,' not Nechrislum, as the 
Francfmi print senselessly mistook, with Conday for Lundey) 
Ganymedis aves. What he means by his £irds of Gtimjmed. 
out of the name, unless Eagles or Ostriches (as the common 
fiction of the Caiamile's ravishment, and this French Latin 
word of the Translator, would) I collect not. But rather 
read also Palamedis owes, i.e.. Cranes) of which Necham^ 
indeed hath a whole chapter : what the other should be, 
or whence reason of the name comos, I confess I am igno- 
rant. 
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' Tho. Jc la Moore cmendatua. 



' Den 



extenders 



■ no POLV.OLBIO.Y, 

Ti. Clear Towriilge tihwii Ihey feafd would liare eitiixii'i'il her 

fall. 

For she rising near HaTllaiuI, wantonly rues to Eatlierlay 

a Bemn, as if she would to the Southern Ocean ; but w 

tummg, there at last is discharged into the Seveme S 

Bfi. Yet hardly upon Powse IJiey dare their Jwpes to U 
JVates hail her three parts,' Northteaks, SouthKale^, 
'^owis.^ The last, as the middle twixt the other, extendei^ 
from Cardigan to Slvrepshire ; and on the English side from 
Chester to ffereford (being the portion of Anarawd, son to 
great EoderiipK) bears this accusation, .because it corapi*- 
hends, for the most, both Kations and both tongues. But 
eee for this division to the Seventh Song. 

57, Nor Eosse/or that too mucli she aliens doth resped. 

Under Henry I. a Colony of Flemings driven out of their 

country by inundation, and kindly received liere -n respect 

' that alliance which the King had with their Earl (for 
his mother Mamie, wife to the Conqwror, was daughter to 
Baldidn Earl of Flanders) afterward upon diiference 'twixt 
the King and Earl Soheri, were out of divers parts, but 
especially Northumbtrlund, where they most of all (as it 
seems by Soveden) had residence, constrained into Jiosse* 
in PenbroIi4, which retains yet in name and tongue express 

,otes of being aliens to the Camhro-BritoTts. See the Author 

Q his next Song. 

115. That Taliessen once ■wUiek rnade the Iiivers dance. 
Taliessin (not Tetmn, as Bak calls him) a learned Bard, 

' Oirald. DcBcript, cap. S. at Powel ad Caradoc. Lauchaman. 

' Tripartite dijiaion of ICufea. 

• So called perhaps baoauao it is almost inisled witliin the Sea, and 
Lhogor as Roaay in Scotlauri, expressing almost an Isle, Buoiuum. 
Hist. B. in Eugenlo 4. 
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styled Ben ISefrali,^ i.e., the CUefest of the Bards, Master to 
Merlin Sylvester, livad about Arthw's reign, whose acts hia 
Muse hatb celebrated. 



170. Jnih Lbu arid Lbogor given, to slrengllten ili^m Ij) 
Gower. 
Twixt Neih and Lliogor in Glamorgan, ia tbia Gover, a bttla I 
province, extended into tbe sea as a cbersonese ; out of ib^ 
on tbe West, rise tbese two Rivers meant by tlie Autbor. 

177. Thai eii Ike Stetbva oft ohiaiwd a victor's jwaise. 
Understand tbia Stdkea to be tbe meeting of tbe SMiisJt'i 
Poets and Minstrels for trial ^ of tbeir Poems and Music4 
sufficiencieB, wbere tbe beat had bis reward, a Silver Barp.i 
Some example is of it under Sfes ap G^'iffitk, Prince of Soulhr^U 
wales, in tbe year 1176. A custom ao good, tbat, had ifciT 
been judicionaly observed, truth of Story bad not been saj 
uncertain : for there was, by suppose, a correction of what* 
was faulty in form or matter, or at least a cenaure^ of tbo J 
hearers upon wbat was recited. As (according to tbaJ 
Roman use) it is noted/ tbat G-irald of Cambria, when bsfl 
had written his Topography of Irelmid, made at three several J 
days several recitals of liia tbrea distinctions in Oxford; of ■ 
which course some have wished a recontinuance, that eithenfl 
amendment of opinion, or change of purpose in publishing, F 
might prevent blazoned errors. The sorts of these PoetM 
and Minstrels out of Doctor PoweTs interserted annotations 
upon Caradoc Lhanearuan, I note to you j first Beirdla: 
otherwise Prydaidj (called in Athenetus, Lucan, and otherB^B 

' Pris. in deacript. Walliie. 
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^^■'Taris) vlio, Bomewhat Ukethe 'Fa-^niiai emaag the Greeks, 
^^B *foriia virorum Utusirium facia heroids composita vi^sibus cum 
^^^ ^labitslyrm modulis caidilartaU,'^ 'which was the chief est form 
of the ancienteat music amoDg the Geutiles, as Zarlino- hath 
fully collected. Their charge also a» heralds, was to describe 
and preserve pedigrees, wherein their line ascendent went 
from the Petruccius to £. M., thence to Sylvius and Ascanius, 
from them to Adam. Thus Girald reporting, hath his B.M, m 
some copies by transcription^ of ignorant monkfi (forgetting 
their tenent of perpetual virginity, and that' relation of Thto- 
dosms) turned into Btatam Ma.riamf, whereas it stands for 
Belinum Magnum (that was Hdi, in their writers, father to 
^^ Lvd and Cambelin) to whom tlieir genealogies had always 
^ELieference. 'The second are which play on the Harp and 
^^ECVvun^ ; their music, for the most part, cams out of Ireland 
^^^with Gniffith ap Conan Prince of Nm-thwaks, about King 
Slq'hen's time. This Gmjjilh reformed the ahuaes of those 
Minstrels by a particular statate, extant to this day. The 
third are called Atammid; they sing to instruments played 
on by others. For the (Snglsiia, (CDhtilhs and SblUI^;^ tlie 
first are couplets interchanged of sixteen and fourteen feet, 
called ItoUlItrics and ^enacls, the second of equal tetra- 
meters, the third of variety in both rhyme and quantity. 
Sutdivision of them, and better information may be had 
in the elaborate institution of the Cumraeg language hy 
David ap Bees. "Of their mnsic anciently, out of an old 

* Did sing the valiant deeds of famous mea to tlie swe 
miti the B.aTp. 

^ Anunian Marceliii. Hiit. 15. ' Parte secouda, cap, 4 et 1|| 

' Dftv. Powet. ad Girald. desoript. cap. 3. 

■* Sold, in Iiji. t S. Mary, i 

' For the Harp and other masio iuBtruments, their form s~* 
ntiqi}ity, see to the Sixth Song ; whether a special occiuion c 
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■writer read this : Won nmformiler, ui dliM, sed multiplkiler * 
muUis^ modis ei modvlis canlitenas emiUant, adeb id, iiDrlA | 
caitmlium, iptot videas capUa tol a-udias carmtjia, discrinaTiaqm I 
vocum varia, in unam denique, mb B. mollis dulcedme bhnddy 
amsomniiam et orgunkam convenientia mdodiam. A good I 
iniisician will better understand it, than I that transcribe 
it. But by it you see they especially affected the mind- 
corapo.sing Doric (which is shewed in that of an old author, ' 
affirming that ^fifjtuffiuj %if'v* the Western people of the 
world constituted use of music in their assemblies), though 
the IrisK^ (from whence they learned) are wholly for the I 
sprightful Phrygian. Seo the next Canto. 

ai;.. Aiid hmhhj to S. George i/teir Country's Patron proy. 
Our Author (a judgement-day thus appointed twixt th^ 
Water-Nyrapha) seems to allude to the course used of old' I 
with us, that those which were to end their cause by 
combat, were sent to several Saints for invocation, as i 
our Ijaw-annals* appears. For S. Georgt,i that he is patron 
to the English, as S. Denis, S. James, S. Painck, S. Andreui, , 
S. Antony, S. Mark, to the French, Spanish, Iiish, Scolish, 
Italian, FeneUan, aearce any is that knows not. 'Who he j 
was, and when the English took him, is not so manifest. 
The old Martyrologies give, with us, to the honor of hia . 
birth the 23rd of April. His passion is supposed in Diode- . 
liiin's persecution. His country Cappadoce. Hia 
divers and strange, reported by hia servant Pasicrutes, S 
jneon Mttaphrasies, and lately collected by Sanus. 
his Knightly form, and the Dragon under him, as he i 



* To nuke tbem uentle-ni 
> Girald. Topog. (list 3, cap. 11. 
» 30Ed. III. fol. 20. 

f Tropelophorus dictns ia Menologio Grcaco spud Baroniam, f 
PoTrniopopoc sivB Tpon-aiojopoc, quid a. TropelopluitVia'. 
voi« I. * 
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pictured in Berijih, a City of Cypni», with a young niaid 
kneeling to him, an unwarrantable report goes that it was 
for his martial delivery of the King's daughter from the 
Dragon, as Ileskim and Atidromeda were from the Whales by 
Hercules and Persats. Your more neat judgements, finding 
no such matter in true antiquity, rather make it symbolical 
than truly proper. So that some aecount him an allegory 
of our Saviour Christ ; and our admired Speiiser^ hath made 
him an emblem of Keligion. So Chaucer to the Knights of 
that Order. ^^^h 

hut for ®o&s ylcasancf ^^^| 

S-tCa his mothir, nn& in sttpitfiance ^^^| 

Soeth him seruite anti -bnighlln obtisanct 
dFor Chtists cxusc ia hts, totU ttnohifn ^re. 

Others interpret that picture of him as some country or city 
(signified by the Virgin) imploring liis aid against the Devil, 
charactered in the Dragon. Of him you may particnhu'ly 
see, especially in Usuard's Martyrology, and Saronius bis 
annotations upon the Iterman Calendar, with Erhard Cdlg 
his description of Frederick Dulce of Wiltemberg's instaUation 
in the Garter:by favour of our present Sovereign. Bat 
what is delivered of him in the legend, even the Church of' 
Jiome^ hath disallowed in these words ; That ml so maSa at 
any scandal may rise in flic Udy Jioman Church, the pasaiant, 
of S. Gteorge, afid such like, supposed to he. written hy heretics, 
are ■not read in, it. But you may better believe the Legend, 
than that he was a Ctminiry man bom, with his Caleb Lady 
of the woods, or that he descended from the Saam race, 
and such like ; which some Entjlidi, fictions deliver. Hia 
name (as generally ■"' also S. Maurice and S- Sehaslian) ■WSB 
anciently called on by Christians as an advocate of victory 

' Faery Q. Eb. 1. 

' 0. Sancta Horn, EcoleH. 3. dist. 15. Gelaaius PP. 

' Ord. Horn, de divin. officiia apud Baronliim in Martjrolog. 
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(when in tlie Church that kind of doctrine was) so that our 
pai'ticular right to him (although they say King jii-thur^ 
bare him in one of Iiia Banners) appears not until EdwuvA 
III. consecrated to S. George the Knightly Order of tha^ 
Garter, soon after the victory at Gidak against the French^^ 
in which his invocation was %a §>. IBtitaxtti, ^a 
Scorge. Some authority' refers tliia to Richard Cttfir I 
Lion, who supposed himself comforted by S " 
wars against the Turks and Eiiffarens. But howsoever, sind 
that he hath been a Patron among others, as in that c 
Freilerk HI.'s institation* of the quadripartite Society of 
S. George's shield, and more of that nature, you find. And 
under ffen. VIII. it was enaGted,^ that the Irish should 
leave their dlronialua and ^n-tUtaboD, words of unlawful 
patronage, and name themselves as under S. George and the 
Khtfj of England. More proper is S. Deii'i/ (we call him 
S, David) to the JFchL Reports of him affirm that hs ■ 
of that country, uncle to King Arthur {Bale and others san 
gotten upon Melaria a Nun, hij Xantus Pnncc of Cardigtn ' 
and successor to Dulrice Archbishop of Caer-koii upon Oki( 
(whereto a long time the Brilisk Bishoprics as to thog 
Metropolitic See were subject) and thence translated wit^ 
his nephew's consent the Primary to Memvia, which is now 
S. Bevies in Penbroke.'^ He was a strong oppugner of the 
Pelagian heresy. To hitn our country Calendars give the 
let of March, hut in the old Martyrologtes I find him not 
remembered : yet I read that Calvdus II.' first canonize! 
him. See him in the next Canto. 

^ Harding, cap. 72. 

' Th. cle WiJsing. an. 1350, nnd 24 Ed. III. FaUan pats !l 
before this ^ear, bnt erroDBOUBly. 

^ Ex antiq, MS. ap. Camd. in Berkaoir. 

' ' '"" le Kt\tt\ all %. fficorgcn at^lltl. Martin. Cms. A 

lib. 0. 

._ _ :n. insti 

■ Polychronic. lib. 1. < 
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Ml. Tht sncred Vir^'s shape ht hare /or his device. 
Arlhut't shield' Pridwen (or hia Banner) had in it the 
piuturo of Our Lady, and hia helm an ingraven Dragon. 
From the like form was his father called Uler-pen-dragon. 
To have terrible crests or ingraven beasts of rapine {Hero- 
dotus and Sirabo fetch the beginning of them, and the bearing 
of arms from the Carians) hath been from inmost antiquity 
continued;^ as appears in that epithet of rejyaWpaf, proper 
to Minerva, but applied to others in Arisl^havfs, and also 
iu the Th(h«.n war." Either hence may jou derive the 
English Dragon' now as a supporter, and usually pitched in 
fields by the Saxm, EnijlU-h, and Ncfrman Kings for their 
Standard {which ia frequent in Hmeden, MaUkew Paris, and 
Florileyvs) or from tho Eomans, who after the Mtwitaur, 
Horse, Eagle, and other their antique ensigns took this 
beast ; or else imagine that our Kings joined in that gene- 
ral consent, whereby so many nations bare it. Per by 
plain and good authority, collected by a great critic,* you 
may find it afdrmed of the Assyriarts, Indians, Sa/ihiana, . 
Fergus, Daeiam, Romans ,- and of the Grceh too for their 
shields, and otherwise : wherein Lipmi3 unjustly finds fault 
with Isidore, but forgets ttat in a number of Greek authors' 
ia copious witness of as much. 

267, Tlisy sing Iww He himself ai Badon bars the day. 
That is Baunsedowne in Somerset (not JBlachnare in York- ' 
shire, aa Polydore mistakes) aa ia expressly proved out of a ' 
Jits'. Gildas,'' different from that published by Josselwi. 

' NeimiuB. Hiator. Galfred. lib. 6. cap. 2. et lib, 7. op- 2, 
^ BeginninK of arms and crests. 
' /Eeohyl. Sept. c. Theb.; Euripid. in PhcenisB. 
' The Dragon aupportflr aad filandard of Englanil, 
' Lips. Com. ad Polyb. 4. diaaert. 5, 
< Pindar. Fytbiomc. tii. ij.; Homer. Iliad. \.; Suid _ 
Hesiod. Sent, Heru.; Plntorck Lfsand.; Enripid. in Iph. 
' Camden. 
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SS3. That BCatcdy there was found a country to lite poli 
Some, too hyperbolic, stories make liim a large conquerf 
on every adjacent country, as the Muse recites : and 
sea!, which Leland eaya he saw in Westminster Abbey, 
red wax pictured with a Mound, bearing a Cross in his left 
hand {which was iirat Justinian's^ device ; and surely, in 
later time, with the seal counterfeited and applied to Arthur: 
no King of this Land, except the Confcfisor, before the 
Conquest^ ever using in their Charters more than Bubscrip- 
tion of wame and crosses) and a Seeptre fisii/ry in his right, 
calls him Briiannim, Galliw, Germania, DacicB Impcrator.* 
Tiie Bards' songs have with this kind of unlimited attri- 
bute so loaden him, that you can hardly gviess what is true 
of him. Such indulgence to false report hath wronged 
many Worthies, and among them even that great AlexaTtdci' 
prodigious suppositions (like SHchti^ his Geography, lay- 
.ng Pimtus in Arabia) as Straio often complains ; and some 
idle Monk of middle time is so impudent to affirm, that at 
BabijloK he erected a column, inscribed with Latin and Greek 
verses, as notes of his victory ; of them you shall taste ia. 
these two : 1 

Anglicus et Scottts Britonum, superqw mtewa I 

Irlandus, Flander, Comwallis, et qimptr, Norguey. I 

Only but that Akxander and his followers were no gooa 
Latinista (wherein, when you have done laughing, you maa 
wonder at the decorum) I should censure my Inbberly verm 
fier to no lees punishment than Marnyas his excoriatioiu 
But for Arthur, you shall best know him in this elogn 

' Suid. in JuBtiniau, - No seals bafore the Conquest. 1 

' InguIphuB. I 

" Emperor of Britain, Gau', (!enita:iij, and ZJiuimnci?; for bo thw 
falsely turned Daciu. ] 

" Plftut. in Sti«ho. I 
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Irue story, 



I 
I 



'This is that Arthur 0/ w/wiji. i/w Britons evento this iay^ti&- 
I # i^hi " ""i^ '^?''*' wojiht/ to have freen cdtbrated by true story, 
1 not false tales, seeing it was he that long time i^hetd hisdscH 
I country, trad even itispired marital courage into liis amniry 
s the Monk of Midmesbury of liim : 

302. Tlte Pentecost ^rflpaVi at Caer-leon in his Court. 
At Caer-leon in MonmoiUlt, after his victories, a pompous 
celebration was at Whitsontide, whither were invited divers 
Kings and Princes of the neighbouring coasts ; he, with 
them, and hiii Queen Guinevm; with the ladies, keeping 
those solemnities ia their several conclaves.^ For so thu 
Bfitish story makes it according to the Trotan custom, that 
in festival solemnities both sexes should not sit together. 
Of the Troians I remember no warrant for it ; but among 
the Greeks one S^hyroniacJius'^ first instituted it. Torneaments 
and jousts were their exercises, nor vouchsafed any lady 
to bestow her favour on him which had not been thricti 
crowned with fame of martial performance. For this order 
{which herein is delineated) know, that the old Gauls (whose 
customs and the British were near the same) had their 
Orbicular' tables to avoid controversy of precedency (a form 
much commended by a late writer^ for the like distance of 
all from the salt, being centre, first, and last of the furni- 
ture) and at them every Knight attended by his Esquire 
(on-Xopoj«Ct7-6(* Athenau^ calls them) holding his ebield. 
Of the like in Hen. III. Matthew Paris, of MoriimsT's tit 
Kelingworth, under Edw. J. and that of Windsor, celebrated 
by Edw. III. If^alsingham speaks. Of the Arthurian 

' Knights Bud Ladies sate in several rooms. 
' Schatiast. ad Aristoplian. Ecclea.; et Snidas. 
' Eound Tables. ' Gemoa. Halograph. lib. 3, cap. 9. 

" ArmigBri, wWcli is expreaaed in the word Schilporn in 
Warnfred. lib. 2, lie gert. Lcmgoiiard. cap. 28. 
"Oeipiioaopli. lib. 4. 
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Histories hare scarce mention. Bat Eavillan's ArchUrenius, 
Robert of Gloucester, John lAdijat Mook of Bury, and English 
rhymes in divers hands sing it. It is rememhered by LeltMid, 
Camden, Volcderan, Philip of Btrgomo, lAly, Avibert Mwet, 
others, but very diversely. JVIiiie of Basingslohe defends it, 
and imagines the original from an election by ArUmr and 
Hmcell Kijig of Armotia Britain of six of each of their 
worthiest Peers to be always assistant in council. The 
antiquity of the Earldom of Ma/iisfeld^ in old Soiwny i» 
hence affirmed, because Heger Earl thereof was honoured in 
Arthur's Court with this order ; ^places of name for resi- 
dence of him and his Knights were this Caer-leon, TFinclieder 
(where his Tahle is yet supposed to bo, but that seeme of 
later date) and Camelol in Somerset. Some put his number 
twelve. I have seen them anciently pictured twenty-four 
in a poetical story of him; and in DmUghsIiire, Stow tell*', 
us, in the parish of Lansannan on the side of a stony hill 
a circular plain, cut out of a main rock, with some twent] 
four seats unequal, which they call Arlkar's Round Tal' 
Some Catalogues of arms have the coats of the Knights 
blazoned ; but I think with as good warrant as Rablais^ can 
justify, that Sir Lancelot du Lac flays horses in heil, and 
that Tous les clwvali^s ds la TaUe rimde estmtnt poures gaii/ne- 
d&iiers tirans la Tarns pwr passer les rivers de Oocyte, Phleg^m^]^ 
Styx, Acheron, d Leihe qaand Mesdews ks diables se veal«ni'[ 
Bsbatre sur Veau come foni les Basfeliers de Lijon et Gondoliers i ~ 
Venise. Mais paw chacune passade its n'tmt qu'un nazarde tS 
sur h soir qudqiie morgan de pain chavimeny.* Of them, their' 



_. Pns. Defeni. Hiat. Brit. ftc. <!Eh» air an^nt, i.e., JrHw>J 

Chair in Brecbnock. Oirold. Itm. Camb. cap. 2. An. 9rt||UTS CBben ia ff 
Stirling of Scottand. ' Livre 2. cbapit. 30. I 

* Tho Kniglits of the ItonuJ Table use to ferry spirits over Stys, 1 
Aohoron, and otlier rivera, and for ttoir fare liave B hlllp On tb" ■'~" ' 
uad a piece of mouldy bread. 
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I number, exploits, and prodigious performances yoa may 
I read Caxton's published volume, digested by him into twenty- 
L one books, out of divers French and Italian fables. From. 
Buch I abstain, as I may. 



And for Caermardhin's 



Two Merliiis^ have our stories: One of Swi/afid commonly 
tjtled Sylvester, or Caledonius, living under Arthur; the other 
Ambrosius (of whom before) bom of a Nun {daughter to the 
King of Southwaks) in Caermardhin, not naming the place 
(for rather in Bnlish his name is Merdhln) but the place 
(which in Fiolemy is Maridunum) naming him ; begotten, 
[ as the vulgar, by an Incubus. For his burial (in supposition 
■ as uncertain as his birth, actions, and all of those too fabu- 
P iously mixed stories) and his Lady of the Lake, it is by liberty 
of profession laid in France by that Italian Ariosto^ : which 
perhaps is as credible as some more of his attributes, seeing 
no persuading authority, in any of them, rectifies the un- 
certainty. But for his birth sea the next Song, and, to it, 

I 3T6i Tuisco Gomel's son from. unWdl Babel hroughi. 

According to the text,^ the Jews affirm that all the sons of 

Koah were disponed through the earth, and every ojk^s Tiame Uft 

til the la/nd which he possessed. Upon this tradition, and false 

Bero^ testimony, it is affirmed that Tuiscn (son of Noah, 

I gotten with others after the Flood* upon his wife Anzia) 

I took to his part the coast about Rhine, and that thence 

name of Teutschknid and Tevisch, which we call 

k Diiteh, through Germany. Some^ make him the same with 

I Gomer, eldest son to Japliei (by whom these parts of Europe 

B were peopled) out of notation of his name, deriving Tuiscaii 

r Tuision (for so Tacitus calls him) itom SIir-Iiool>t=9anf 

^ Girald. Itiuer, Camb. 3. cap. 8. 

» Orland. Furios. cant. 3. See Xpenaer'a Faery Q. lib. 3. caot. 3. 
f em, IB. * MnaatBT. Ooam. lib. 3. ° Goropina in Indoacytto. 
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i.e., the elDest sonnr. Others (as the Author here) suppose 
him son to Gomer, and take^ lijm for Aschenai: (remembered 
by Moses as first son to Gomer, and from whom the HebreKs 
call the Get-matis Aschmaaim^) whose rehca probably indeed 
seem to be in Tmsco, which hath been made of Asclie^i either 
by the Sutdi. prepositive article 6ie or lie, aa our (he {accord- 
ing to Derceto for Alergatis^ which should be Adardaga in 
Ctems; and DmMUus for Advimus in Feshis, perhaps 
therein corrupted, as Joseph Scaliger observes; as TheudiloXd 
for Ildihald in Procapiui ; and Dicenms for Geneus among the 
Crete) or through mistaking of K for a or n in the Hebrew, 
as in Wwdanm -i for n* being Dodanim, and in Ckalibes and 
Abjhes for Thalyhes from Tiilai by taking H or s for n ; for 
in ruder manuscripts by an imperfect reader, the first 
mistaking might be as soon as the rest. I conjecture it the 
rather, for that in most Histories diversity with affinity 
twixt the same-meant proper names (especially Eastern aa 
this was) is ordinary; as Megabysiis in Ctesias is Bacaiasus 
in Justin, who calls Am-on, Arms, and Herodaia^s Sr/ierdis, 
Mergidls; Asa/rhadoit, Corns and Esther in the Scriptures, are 
thus Sardanapalus, Gyrus, and A-mestris in the Greek stories; 
Eporedorix, An^orix, Ariminlus, in Gaaar, and Sutton, sup- 
posed to have been Fredeii^, Henry, Herman: divers like 
examples occur; and in comparison of Arnan with Q. Cur- 
tius very many; like as also in the life of S. John the 
Evangelist, anciently written^ in Arabic you have Asaht 
aaifiisu, Thithimse, Damihiansv,su for Vespadan, Titiw, 
tian, and in our stories Androgsas for C<Esafs Maiiduhrai 
From Tuisco is onr name of Tuesday; and in that 

^ Jodoc. Willich, Comm. ad TacLt. Germamani. et Pantaleon lib. ] 
PxoBopograpii. 
^ EUas Lavit. in Tbiab.; Ariaa. Mont, in Poleg. 
■ Strah. lib. I. if. et i?. do aliis (jnie hk congorimus, 

* Broughtan in concent, pnef. 

• r..^ tr- -J-- -" [ji (jraconiaticie ArabtCffl Bubiunxit. 
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miakiDg the place of Mars (the most fiery Star, and ofaBCire 
I withal that against the vulgar opinion the planetary account 
I of days ia very ancient^) discovers afBnity with Aschenaz, iu 
I whose notation (as aomebodj^ observee) ipK aignifii ~ 

jsB. TMy Sax.onsfird were call'd 

Ho B. Latin rhyme in EmjeilMse^ also j 

Qitipjie brevis jjladius apud illos Saxa ivcattir, 
Unde siU Saxo iwmfii tm-dssi piUatitr. 
I Although from the Sdcaiis or Sagans a populous nation in 
I jisia {which were also ScjikMiis, and of whom an old Poet,* 
1 ae most others in their epithets and passages of Uie Scy- 
t ihians, ^H 

A faculty for which the Emjlish^ have Lad no small honour 
in their later wai-s with the French) botb Goropius ivith long 
argumeot in his Beccesehna, our judicious Camdm and others 
L will have them, as it were, SacaJs-sons. According here- 
Ito is that name of Saeasena,'^ which a colony of them gave 
I to part oi Armenia and the Sasones' in Scylhia on this side 
I of Imam. Howsoever, the Author's conceit thus chosen is 
I Tery apt, nor disagreeing to this other, in that some com- 
I munity was twixt the name of Saex or Sagw, and a certain 
f sharp weapon caUed SagarL% used by the Amasons, Sacans, 
I and Persiam, as the Greek stories" inform us. 

I ' Ejualig. in prologam . ad Emendat. Temp. 

I ' Melancthon ap. Beciin. in ImloBuytli. 

1 * Ap. Uamdeuum. ■* Dionya. Afer. in Perieg. 750. 

I * The ehooting Sacw none cnu teach them Art : 

I For what they loos'd at, never 'acapea their dart. 

I " The English from their original, excellent Arehera. Saa thft,, 

, Eighth Song. ^^H 
* Strabo, lib. in, ' Ptotem. Geogrsiph. lib. ?. cap. i9.,j^^^| 

. ' Hetodot. rolyhyom,; Xenoph. Anab, 4.; Strabo, lib. (.(. ^^^M 
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seo. Tha Britons here alliir'd lo call tltem to Uitk aid. 
*Most suppose them sent to "by the Brilons much aubject 
to the irruptions of Picls and Scots, and so invited hither for 
aid : but the Btoriea of Gildini and JVwmm'us have no such 
thing, hut only that there landed of them (as banished their 
country, which Geffrey of Momiiffutli. expresses also) three 
long boats in Rent with Horse and ne,ngist Captains. They 
afterward were most willingly requested to multiply thi " 
number by sending for more of their countrymen to 
King Finiiffem, and under that colour, and by Banix (daugh- 
ter to Hengist, and wife to Vorligern) her womanish subtlety, 
iu greater number were here planted. Of this, more large in 
every common story. But to believe their first arrival 
i-ather for new place of habitation, than upon embassage of 
the Britons, I am persuaded by this, that^ among the Oim- 
hrians, Gaids, Gollis, Baciuns, Scytkiutis, and especially the 
SnaiKS (if Stabo deceive not ; from whom our S(ixons} with 
other Northern people, it was a custom upon numerous 
abundance to transplant colonies : from which use the Ficr- 
ihlans (sent out of ScyHiia, as the Romans did their Vee\ 
Saa-am^) retain that name, signifying banished (says Trogusi^ 
not unlikely, from the Hebrew Furats,^ which is to separc ' 
and also to multijplij in this kind of propagation, as it is usf 
in the promise to AhralMin, and in hay's consolation to tiw 
Church. Here being the main change of the BriiUh ni 
and State, a. word or two of the time and year is not un- 
timely. Most put it under 4i3 (according to Bede's copies 
and their followers) or 450 of Christ ; whereas indeed by 
iil>parent proof it was m 428 aJid the 4th of Vakntinitn 
the Emperor. So Prise and Camden (out of an old 

' See the Eighth tlong. 

° Justm-lib. 21. et41.; Herodot, Clio.; Waleiiigh.Uypodig.Neoat.il 

(iometicens. lib. 1. cap. 4, Sabima at Grtecis morem hunc la- 

mini legisBO mo apatt Varronem ut ColmuEillam. 

' Featiu in aa&. et Mamertiuia. * inn. Gen. 2S. W.\ &b« 
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^^V anTiexed to Nennius) and, before them, the Author of Fasd- 

^^B. cuius Temponim have placed it. The error I imagine to be 

^^B from restoring of worn-out times in Bedi and others, "by 

^^H those which fell into the Bame error with Florence of WoT' 

^^H aster and Marian the Scot, who begin the received Christian 

^^B accompt but twelve years before the Passion, thereby omit- 

^^B ting twenty-two. For although .Marian's published Ohro- 

^^H-nicle (which is but a defloration^ by lioberl of Lorraine 

^^B Bishop of Hereford under Ren. I. and an epitome of Marian) 

^^^ goes near from the ordinary time of Incarnation under 

Augvsliis, yet he lays it also, according to the Smmn Abbot 

Diamjdus, in the twenty-third year following, which was 

rather by taking advantage of Dionysius hia error than 

following hie opinion.^ For when be (about Justinian's time) 

made his period of 532 years of the Golden Number and 

cycle of the Sun multiplied, it fell out so in his computation 

that the fifteenth Moon foUowiog the Jews' Passover, the 

Dominical letter, Friday, and other concurrents according 

to Ecclesiastical tradition supposed for the Passion could 

not be but in the twelfth year^ after his birth (a lapse by 

himself much repented) and then supposing Christ lived 

thirty-four years, thirty-two must needs be omitted ; a col- 

I lection directly against his meaning, having only forgotten 

b to fit those concurrents. This accompt (in itself, and \sy 

itbe Ahhot's purpose, aa our vulgar is now, but with some 

y little difference) erroneously followed, I conjecture, made 

■ them, which too much desired correction, add the supposed 

' Evangelical twenty-two years to such times as were before 

' true ; and so came 438 to be 449 and 450 which White of 

Sasinffstoh (although aiming to be accurate) unjustly follows, 

I Subtraction of this number, and, in some, addition (of addi- 

- fciou you shall have perhaps example in amendment of the 1 56 

* Maltnesb. lib. 4. de Fontificib, 

^ MistakinK in our ClironologiM. 

' Paul, de ftlidleburgo. part 2. lib. 5. 
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year for King Lucius his letters to PP. Ekullnrii^) will n 
tify many gross absurditie3 in our Clironologies, wiich are 
by tranacribiug, interpolation, misprinting, and creeping in J 
(if anti-chroniama, now and then strangely disordered. 

401. I'o gel their seat in Gaul which on Nuestria Ughl. 
And a little after, 

Caird NoTthmeu. from the North 0/ Germany tltaC came. 

What ia now Normandy is, in some, styled Nemtria and 
Nuedriti corruptly, as moat think, for TFestria, that is ®Ses(' 
rich,* i.e., the West Kingdom {confined anciently twixt the 
Mense and the Loire), in respect of 2ltistTtdl or Gwltcidi, 
i.e., the Eaat Kingdom, now Lorraine, upon such reason as 
the Archdukedom hath his name at this day, Eollo, son 
a Danish Potentate, accompanied with divers Danes, Nor- 
wegiam, Scythians, Goths, and a supplement of English, which, 
he had of King Aihelslan, about the year 900, made trans- 
migration into France, and there, after some martial dis- 
cords, honored in holy tincture of Christianity with the 
name of Moherl, received^ of Charles the Simple with his 
daughter (or sister) OUla this Tract as her dower contain- 
ing (as before) more than Normandy, It is reported,^ that 
when the £ishopB at thia donation required him to kiss the 
King's foot for homage, after scornful refusal, he commanded 
one of his Knights to do it; the Knight took up the King' 
leg, and in straining it to his mouth, overturned him^ ; yet 
nothing but honourable respect fallowed on either part. 

«o. That as the Conqueror's blood did to the conquered run. 

Oar Author makes the Norman Invasion a re-uniting oi 

severed kindred, rather than a conquest by a mere stranger, 

taking argument as well from identity of countryehip {being 

all Germans by original, and the people of the C'imMca Cher' 

• Wastrich. ' Pa^il, iEmainB, Hist. Franc. 3. 

■ Gnil. QemiticenB, lib, 2, cap. 17. * Au amtu>au&exVj ' 
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smemis,^ now Danmareh, anciently called Saxons), as from 
contingency of blood twixt the Anglo-Saxon ICings, and the 
Norman Dukea thus expressed :*— 




'. cap. 30. et lib. 3. csp. 1 
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Object not that Duke JloheH got the Conqueror upon Ar- 
letla (from whom perhaps came our name of Harlot) his Con- 
cuhine, nor that' Consanguinitalis el adgnationis jura d, patre 
tanlum d leffitimis nupHis oHimiuf;* aa the Ciml Law, and upon 
the matter the English also, defines ; hut rather allow it by 
law of Nature and Nobility, which justifies the bastard's 
beaming of his father's coat, distinguished with a bend sinis- _ 
ter : Nicholas Vpton calls it Fissiira, eb qiwdfaiditur h palriA I 
heeredUate;^ which la but his conceit: and read ffmiier's trout 
de, Uierd hominis noiivitaie, where you shall find a kind o 
legitimation of that now disgraceful name Bastard; which 
in more antique times woa, as & proud title, inserted in the 
style of great and most honourable Princes. Pretending 
this consanguinity, S. Edward's adoption, and King Baron's 
oath, aided by snccessfol orma, the Norman acquired the 
English Crown^ ; although JFUliam of Poitiers* affirms, that 
on his death-bed he made protestation, that his right was 
not hereditary, bat by effusion of blood, and loss of many 

t lives. 
BS, W7io Aim a. daughter hrovjht, ichkh Heaven did slrangelf J 
» spare. ' 

After composition of Frmcli troubles Hen. I., returning 
into England, the ship, wherein bis sons William and 
Ilkhard were, twixt Barheflm and South-hamplm, was cast 
away, so that Heaven only spared him tMs issue Maude the 
Fmpress, married, at last, to Oeffrty Plardagened Earl of 
Anjoii, from whom in a continued race through Hen. II. 
(son to this Maude) until Ilich. III. that most noble surname^ 
possessed the royal Throne of Evjland. 

' ff. unde cognati, 1, 4. Bpurivia. at tit. de grail, affin. I. 4. uoit 
lile. S S. Bcieadum. 

* Right oE blood and kiiulred comes ouly by lawful marriaigc. 
► A division, beoaiiae he it Bejittratedfrora hisfather'B iiiluH\te» 
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The Ahgumknt. 

In this Song, Seveme gief» the doom 
What of her Lundy iihoald became. 
And luhiM Ike nimble Cunbrian Billl 
Dana hs-day-gies amonyBi the HUU, 
Tlte Male them to Carmorden brings ; 
Whtre Merlin's wandroia birth she sbigt, 
lYoTit theace to Peabrooke she doth make. 
To see ioio Milford slate itoth take : 
Tli£ scattered Islands there doth leU .' 
And, mailing Saint David's Cell, 
Doth sport her all the shares along. 
Preparing the enming Song. 

[E^ffiaOW SahrirK, as a Queen, miraculously fair, 
KaR^n '"^ absolutely plac'd in lier Emperial Cliair 
[^^£^ Of crystal richly wrouglit.thatgloriously did ahiDe J 

Her grace becouung wcW, a creature so divine ; 
And aa her god-like Belf, so glorious was lier throne, 
In which himself to sit great Neplum had been known ; 
Whereon there were Ingrav'd those Nymphs the God hadi 

wooed, 
And every several shape wherein for love he sued ; 
Each daughter, her estate and beauty, every son ; 
What Natiooa he had rul'd, wh%t Countries he h&d v 



lisg ooii ^^^^H 
imboet. ^^H 

ons ware, . ^^H 
lave; ^^ 
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No fish in this wide waate but with exceeding o 

Was there in antique wurk most curiously imboet. 

8he, in a watchet weed, with many a 

Which as a princely gift great AmphitrUe gave ; 

Whose skirts were to the knee, with coral fring'd below 

To grace her goodly steps. And where she meant to go, 

The path was strew'd with pearl : whidi though they orieut 

were. 
Yet scarce known from her f«et, they were so wondrous clear : 
To whom the Mermaids hold her glass, thai she may see 
iJcfore all other Floods how far her beauties be : % 

Who was by Nereiis taught, the most profoundly wise, 
That learned her the skill of hidden prophecies. 
By Thetis specisl care ; aa Chirim^ erst had done 
To that proud bane of Troy, her god-resembbng son. 
For her wise censure now, whilst eveiy list'ning Flood a 
(When reason some-what cool'd their late distemp'red mood) 
Inclos6d Sere7Tie in ; before this mighty rout, 
She sitting well-prepar'd, with count'nance grave and stout, 
Like some great learned Judge, to end a weighty cause, 
Well-fumish'd with the foi-ce of arguments and laws, su 

And every special proof that justly may be brought ; 
Kow with a constant brow, a fiim and settled thought. 
And at the point to give the last and final doom : 
The people crowding near within the pest'red room 
A slow soft miirmuring mov«s amongst the wond'ring throng. 
As though with open ears they would devour his tongue : ;<» 
So Scrm-jie hare herself, and silence so she wan, 
V hen to tli' assembly thus she seriously began : 

My near and lov^d NjTnphs, good hap ye both betide ; 
Well Britons have ye sung ; you Evglish, weU replied ; m 
A\'hich to succeeding times shall memorise your stoiies 
To either Country's praise, as both your endless glories. 
' Cli'iroii broiielit up Adiilhn, son to lliHig. 



THE FIFTH SUXG. 13l ] 

And from your list'niiig ears, sith vain it were to hold 

What all- appointing Heaven will plainly shall be told, 

Koth gladly be yon pleas'd : for thus the Powers reveal, 

That when the Norman Line in strength shall lastly fail 

(Fate limiting the time) the ancient Brikn race 

Hhall come again to sit upon the sovereign place. 

A branch sprung out of Brttif, th' imperial top shall get, 

"Which grafted in the atock of great Plantagt.Mt, 

The Stem shall strongly wax, as still the Trunk doth witlier; 

That power which bare it thence, again shall bring it thitliti 

By Tudor, with fair winds from Little Brihiine driven, 

§ To whom the goodly Bay of Milff»-d shall be given ; 

As thy wise Prophets, Wideg, fore-told his wish'd arrive, m 

S And how LewtU'nUs Line in him should doubly thrive. 

For from hia issue sent to Albartij before, 

AVhere hia neglected blood his virtue did restore. 

Ha first unto himself in fair succession gain'd 

The Stewards' nobler name ; and afterward attain'd 

The royal Scottish wreath, upholding it in state. 

This Stem, to TudorY joiu'd (which thing all-powerful Fatttl 

S^ happily produc'd out of that prosperous Bed, 

Whose marriages conjoin'd the White-ruse and the Eed) 

'Suppressing every Pltkut, shall spread itself so wide, 

As in his arras shall clip the Isle on every side. 

By whom three sever'd Realms in one shall firmly stand. 

As £i'ifain-foundiug Brule first monarchiz'd the Land : 

And CommiU, for that tiiou no longer shalt coute.nd, 

But to old Camhria cleave, ae to thy aneieut friend, ; 

Acknowledge thou thy brood of Briile's high blood to be ; 

And what hath haptto her, the like t' have chanc'd tathei.>; 

The Briltms to receive, when Heaven on them did low'r, 

/.neffrki forc'd to leave ; who from the Saj^ins' puw'r 
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^^B TheroBelves in deserts, creeks, and iaouut'noHS wastes b»" 

^^H Btow'd, 

^^V Or wbere the fruitless rocks could promise them al>ode ; 

'^\']iy strive ye then for that, in little time that shall ^^H 
(As you are all made one) be one unto you all ; ^^| 

Then take my final doom pronounc<id lastly, this ; ^^| 

That Lvndy like allied to W^ales and England is, tI^ 

Kach part most highly pleaa'd, then up the session brake : 
When to the learm^d Maids again Invention spake : 
ye Peffusian Nymphs, that, hating viler things, ^^ 

Delight in lofty Hills, and in delicious Springs, ^^M 

That on Piens^ born, and nam^d of the place, ^^M 

Tlie Tliracian Fimpla love, and Pindiis often grace ; ^^| 

■ In Aganippiis Fount, and in CaMaliu'e brims. 
That often have been known to bathe your crystal limbs ; 
Conduct me through these brooks, and with a faat'ned cluei 
Direct me in my course, to take a perfect view ^^1 

( )f all the wand'ring strearan, in. whose entrancing gyi'^^^H 
Wise Nature oft herself her workmaiisliip admires ^^H 

B(tk) manifold they are, with sach meanders wound, ^^| 
;As may with wonder seem invention to confound) ^^H 

Tliat to those BriUxk names, untaught the ear to pleas^^^| 
Such relish I may give in my delicious lays, ^^H 

That all the armi^d orks oi Neptune's grisly band, ^^H 

With music of my verse, amaz'd may list'uing stand ; ^^| 
As when-his Tritons' trumps do them to battle call ^^| 
Within his suiting Hats to combat with the whale. ^^H 
Thus, have we over-gone the GlamorgaiUan Gowre, ^^H 
^^^ Whose promontory (plac'd to check tlie Ocean's pow'r) ^^H 
^^LXept Sereme yet herself, till, being grown too great, ^^H 
^^B£he with extended arms unbounds hiT ancient seal : ^^H 
^^KAud turning lastly sea,^ resigns unto the main ^^H 

^^^■^hat sovereignty herself but lately did retain. i^^^| 

^^^H ' The SeitH of the Moses. ■ Scvfnu- turned aea^^^| 
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Next, Loglior leads the way, who with a lusty crew 
(Her wild and wand'ring etepa that ceaseleaaly pursue) 
StUI forward is iuforc'd ; aa, Amoad thrusts her on, 
And Morlas (as a maid she much relies upon) 
Intreata her preseot speed ; assuring her witliall, 
Her beat-bclov^d Isle, Bachannis, for her fall 
Stands specially prepar'd, of everything supplied. 

When Guendra with such grace deliberately doth glide 
As Toiy doth entice : who setteth out prepar'd 
At all points like a Prince, attended with a Guard : 
Of which, as by her name, the near'st to her of kin 
Is Toothy, tripping down from VerwhCs rushy lin,^ 
Through Rcacob running out, with Pescnver to meet 
Those KOIb that Forest loves ; and doth so kindiy greet, ii 
As to intreat their slay she gladly would prevail. 
Then Tranant nicely treads upon the wat'ry trail : 
The lively skipping Brane, along with Gweihrick goes ; 
In Tovy's wand'ring banks themselves that scarcely lose, 
But Mudny, with Cledaugh, and Saidky, soon resort. 
Which at Langaddock grace their Sovereign's wat'ry Coiii-vl 

As when the servile world some gathering man espies, 
Whose thriving fortune shows, he to much wealth may not, 
And through his Prince's grace hia followers may prefer, 
Or by revenue left by some dead ancester ; 
All lowting low to hinij Iiim humbly they observe, 
And happy is that man hia nod that may deserve : 
To Tovt/ eo they 6toop, to them upon the way 
Which thus displays the Spring within their view that U}^ 

Near Denevoir, the seat of tha DemeHan King,* 
Whilst Camim was herself, full, strong, and flourishing, 
There is a pleasant Spring, that^ constant doth abide 

Y those winding shores wherein we nimbly slide; 

> A i>ooI or wntory muor. • 0( .SuuJLl..--<Bo.\f». 

" EUbioj and Qovia^ viVut ^^ ^^ik^ 
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I^ing of the Ocean lov'd, since his victorious hand 
First proudly ili<i insult upon the uonquer'd Laud. 
Ami thoagli a hundred Nymplis in fair Bcnt^iia b 
Whose fenturea might allure the Sel^godB more than she, 
His fancy takes her form, and her he only likes 
I Whoe'er knew half the shafts wherewith blind CujM strikes?) 
^^'llich great and constant faith, ahow'd by the God of Sea, 
'I'his clear and lovely Nymph so kindly dotli repay, 
As 8uft''ring for his sake what loTe ta lover owes, 
"With him she sadiy ebbs, with him she proudly flowa^ « 
To him her secret vows perpetually doth keep, 
Observing every law and custom of the Deep. 

Now Tovy toward her fall (Langtiddock overgone) 
Her Hulas forward drives : and Colht/ coming on 
The train to overtake, the nearest way doth cast 
Ere she CarriuiTden get : wliero Owilly, making haste, 
Bright Tovij entertains at that most &mous Town 
I \Miich her great Prophet' bred, who Wales doth so renown : 
And taking her a harp, aod tuning well the strings, ^^ 
To princely Tumj thus she of the Prophet sings : ^^| 

Of Merlin and his skill what region doth not hear? ^^| 
The world shall still be full of Merlin, everywhere. ^^H 
A thousand lingering years his prophecies have run, ^^^| 
And scarcely shall have end till Time itself be doue : 1^^| 
Who of a BrUish Nymph was gotten, whilst she play'^^^| 
With a seducing Spirit, wkich won the goodly maid ; ^^^| 
(As all Demelia through, there was not found her peurjii^^l 
.Who, being so much renown'd for beauty far aud neai;^^^| 
Great Lords her liking sought, but still in v^ they pBE^^| 
i That Spirit (to her unknown) this Virgin only luv'4 {i^^H 
W^hich taking human shape, of such perfection seem'4,J^^| 
As (all her suitors scorn'd) she only him esteem'd. ^^M 

Who, feigning fur her sake that he was come from &r,'^^| 
I ' JTeiiiii, bora ia Caer-Tntrd-kin. ^^^^H 
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And richly could endow (a lusty batcheler) 

On her that Prophet got, which from his Mother's womb 

Of things to come foretold until the general Di>om. 

But, of his feigaf J hirtii in sporting idly thus, 
■Suspect me aot, that I this dreiim^d Inciihui 
By strange opinions should liceotiously subsist ; 
Or. self-conceited, play the humorous Plaionist, 
Which boldly dares affinn, that Spirits themselves supply 1 
With bodies, to commix with frail mortality. 
And here allow them place, beneath this lower Sphere 
Of the unconstant Moon, to tempt us daily here. 
Some, earthly mixture take ; as others, which aspire, 
Tliem subtler shapes resume, of water, air, and fire, 
Being those immortals loug befure the heaven that fell, 
Wliose deprivation thence d«termiti6d their hell : 
And losing through their pride that place to them assign'dd 
Pi-edestin^d that was to man's regenerate kind, 
They, for th' inveterate hate to hi? election, still 
Desist not him to tempt to every damned ill : 
And to seduce the spirit, oft prompt the frailer blood, 
Inveigling it with tastes of counterfeited good, 
And teach it all the sleights the soul that may excite 
To yield up all her power unto the appetite. 
And to those curious wits if we ourselves apply, 
Which search the gloomy shades of deep Philosophy, 
They Reason so will clothe, as well the mind can show. 
That contrary effects from contraries may grow ; 
And that the soul a shape so strongly may conceit, 
As to herself the-while may seem it to create ; 
By which th' abused Sense more easily oft is led 
To think that it enjoys the thing imagined. 

But, toil'd in these dark tracts with sundry doubts repleat, ' 
Calm shades, and cooler atreaffia must quench this furious 
heat : 
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Which Sfteking, soon we find where Coieen in her course, aw 

Tow'rds the Sabrinian, shores, as sweeping from her source. 

Takes Towa, cftUiog then Karkenny by the way, 

Her through the wayless woods of Cardi^e to convey; 

A Forest, with her floods inviron'd so about, 

That hardly she restrains th' unruly wat'ry rout, 

When swelling, they would seem her Empire to invaileS 

And oft the lustful Fauns and Satyrs from her shade 

Were by the streams entic'd, abode with them to mak«t 

Then Morlas meeting Taw, her kindly in doth take ; 

Cair coming with the rest, their wat'ry tracts that treatj,- J 

Increase the Cowen all ; that as their general head 

Their largess doth receive, to bear out his expence; 

Who to vast Iftptune leads this Courtly confluence. 

To the Penbrokian^ parts the Muse her still doth kec 
Upon that utmost point to the Tberian Deep, 
By Cowdra coming ia : where clear delightful air 
I (That Forests most affect) doth welcome her reptur ; 
L The Heliconian Maids in pleasant groves dehght : 
J (Floods cannot still content their wanton appetite) 
[ And wand'ring in the woods, the neighbouring hills below, 
With wise Apollo meet (who with his ivory bow, an 

Once in the paler shades, the Serpent Python slew) ^H 

And hunting oft with him, the heartless deer pursue ; ^^| 
Those beams then laid aside he us'd in heaven to wear.'l^| 
Another Forest Nymph Is Narber, standing near ; t» 

That with her curled top her neighbour would astound, 
Wliose Groves once bravely grac'd the fair Penbrokian ground. 
When Aihion here beheld on this extended land, 
\ Amongst his well-grown woods, the shag-hair'd Satyrs stand, 
Ivans' chief resort) the shores then sitting high, jst 
\ Which under water now bo many fadoms lie : 
1 wallowing porpice sport and lord it in the f 
' PaaaagB into Peiibrokcahire, 
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Wtere once the portly oak, and large-limb'd poplar stood; 
Of all the forest's kind these two now only left, 
lint Time, as guilty since to man's insatiate theft, 
Transferr'd the English names of Towns and households. I 

hither, 
With the industrious Didck since sojourning together. 

When wrathful Heaven the clouds so liberally bestow'd. 
The Seas (then wanting roomth to lay their boist'rous load) j 
Upon the Btlgian Marsh their pamp'red stoDiachB cast, 
Tliat peopled Cities sank into the mighty waste. 
The Flemings were inforc'd to take them to their oars, 
To try the setting Main to find out firmer shores;' 
Wlien as this spacious Isle them entrance did allow, 
To plant the Belgian stock upon this goodly brow ; 
These Nations, that their tongues did naturally affect, 
Both generally forsook the Brilish Dialect : 
As when it was decreed by all-foredooming Fate, 
That ancient Rome should stoop from her emperious stato, I 
With Nations from the North then altogether fraught, 
Wbich to her civil bounds their barbarous customs brought, 
Of all her ancient spoils and lastly be forlorn, 
From Tyhff's hallowed banks to old Byzantivm.^ borne : 
Th' abundant Latin then old Latium lastly left. 
Both of her proper form and elegancy reft, aw 

Before her smoothest tongue, their speech that did prefer, 
And in her tables fixt their iJl-shap'd character, 

A divination strange the Dutch made- English have. 
Appropriate to that place (as though some Power it gave) , 
g By th' shoulder of a Bam from off the right side par'd, i 
Which usually thoy boil, the spade-bone being bar'd : 
Which then the Wizard takes, and gazing thereupon, 
•things long to come foreshows, as things done long agone;' 
inted. 8ee t^ the Fourtli Sau%>, 
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Shapes secretly at home, aa those abroaJ, vm'\ far ; 
J]urderB, adulterous stealths, as the eveots of war, T-i 

e reigns and death of Kings they talte on them to know, 
Which only to their skill the shoulder-blade doth show, 

You goodly sister Floods, how happy ia your state ! 
Or should I more comraeiid your features, or your fate^ 
That Mil/(ird, wliich tliia Isle her greatest Port doth c " 
Before your equal Floods is lotted to your fall i 

\Vhera was sail ever seen, or wind hath ever blown, 

AVhence Fmbrooke yet hath heard of Haven like her ownl 
She bids Dungleddy dare Iberm's* proudest Road, 
And cbargeth her to send Ler challenges abroad 
Along the coast of Fmnrx, to prove if any be 
Her Milford that dare match : so abaohite is she. 
And Ckthy coming down from WTmyvaur her Sire 
(A hill that thrusts Ms head into th' etherial fire) 
Her sister's part doth take and dare avouch as much : 
And Pp-rnhi the proud, whom nearly it doth touch, 
Raid, he would bear her out; and that they all should know. 
And therewithal he struts, as though he scorn'd to show 
His head below the lieaven, wlien he of Milfnrd spake ; 
But there was not a Port tlie prize durst undertake. 
So highly Milfm-d is in every mouth renc 
No Haven hath ought good, in her that is not found 
Whereas the swelling surge, that, with his foamy hei 
The gentler-looking land with fury menaced, 
With his encounl'ring wave no longer there contende^l 
But sitting mildly down like perfect ancient friends, 
Unmov'd of any wind which way soe'er it blow, 
And rather seem to smile, than knit an angry brow. 
The ships with shatt'i-ed ribs scarce creeping from the seas, 
On her sleek bosom ride with sucli deliberate ease, so» 

I As all her passed storms she holds but mean and base, 
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Ro she may reacli at length tliia most delightful plac 

By nature with proud cleuvea inviron^d about, 

§ To crown the goodly Road: where bnilda the Falcon etont, I 

Which we the Gentle call : whose fleet and active wings, »o& j 

It seerasthat Nature made when most she thought on Kings: I 

^VIlich mans^'d to the lure, her high and gallant flight 

The vacant sportful man so greatly doth delight, 

Tliat with her nimble quills his soul doth seem to hover. 

And lie the very pitch that lusty bird doth cover; 3i( 

That those proud eyries,^ bred whereas the scorching sky 

Doth ainge the sandy wilds of spiceful Barbary; 

Oi' underneath our Pole, where Norwai/'s Forests wide 

Their high cloud-tonching heads in Winter snowa do hide, J 

Out^brave not this our kind in mettle, nor exceed 

I'lie Falcon, which Eometimes the British cleeves do breed; | 

Which prey upon the Isles in the Vergkian waste, 

That from the British shores by Nepiime are imbrac'd ; 

'\\'hich stem his furious tides when wilJlieat they do rave, I 

And break the big-swoln bulk of many a boist'rous wave; ; 

As, calm when he becomes, then likewise in their glory 

Do cast their amorous eyes at many a promontory 

That thrust their foreheads forth into the smiling South ; 

As Rat and Shtepy, set to keep calm MUford's rnout' 

Expoa'd to NepiuTu's power. So Greshnlme far doth stand; «f^ 

Scalme, Sioekholme, with Saint Bride, and Gatholme,^ nea 

land, 

(^Hiich with their veiny breasts entice the Gods of sea, 
Tliat with the lusty Isles do revel every day) 
As crescent-like the land her breadth here inward bends, 
From Milford, which slie forth to old Menevia sends ; 3 
Since, holy Daviis seat ; which of especial grace 
Doth lend that nobler name to this unnobler 



' Tilt) Isiljuulii upou Iii6 ymiii af ^cufiruok 



no 



POLY-OLBION. 






Of all tlie holy men whose fame eo fresh remains. 
To whom the Britons built so many sumptuous FanM 
This Saint before tiie rest their Patron still they hold" 
§ Whose birth, their ancient Bards to Ciimhiia long foretoH; 
And seated here a See, his Bishopric of yore, 
Upon the farthest point of this uofruttful shore ; ^^ 

Selected by himself, that far from all resort ^^H 

With contemplation seeui'd most fitly to comport ; ^^H 
That, void of ail delight, cohi, barren, bleak, and dry, ^^| 
No pleasure might allure, nor steal the waud'riug eye ; 
Where Ramsey with those Eocks, in rank that ord'red stanil 
Upon the furthest point of David's ancient Land, 
Do raise their nigged heads (the seaman's noted naarice) m 
Call'd, of their mitred tops. The Bislwp and kis Clarkg; 
Into that channel cast, whose raging current roars 
Betwixt the British sands and the Hibernian shores : 
Whose grim and horrid face doth pleas^ heaven neglect, 
And bears bleak Winter still in his more sad aaptet : m 
Yet Gicin and Nevem near, two fine and fishful Brooks, 
Do never stay tiieir course, how stern soe'er he looks ; 
Which with his shipping ouce should seem to have commcret, 
Where FUcard as her flood doth only grace the first. 
To Newport falls the next : there we awhile will rest ;,-, 
Our next ensuing Song to wondrous things addrest. 





HlF 5-ou ever read of, or vulgarly uaderstatid, the'fonn 
of tlie Ocean, and affinity twixt it and Rivers, you 
cannot but conceivo this poetical description of 
Seveme ; wherein Aniphitrite is supposed to have 
given her a precious robe ; very proper in the matter-self, 
and imitating that Father of the Muaea' which derives 
Agamemnojia Sceptre to him by descent joined with gift 
from Jupiter, Achilles' armor from VfUcan's bounty, Helm's 
Nepenthe from the Egypliait Polyditmna, and such like, 
honoring the possessor with the giver's judgment, as much 
as with the gift possessed. 

&i. To whom tin gooilhj Bai/ cf Jlilford shmld he tjivm. 
At Milford Haven anived Ihnry Earl of Richmotil, aided 
with soma forces and sums of money by tlie FrearJi Charlen 
VIII. but so entertained and atrengthened by divers of liis 
friends, groaning under the tyra.nnical yoke of Midi. III. 
that, beyond expectation, at BoiswortK ' ■'he day 

and Crown was soon his, Ever^ -inro 
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M. And how Lhewelin's Hm in him should douWy thrive. 

Turn to the Eagle's prophecies in the Second Song, wh>-re 

the first part of this relalio n is more manifested. For the 

rest, thus : About our Confesaor'a time, Machelh King of 

I Scotland^ {moved by predictions, affirming thiit, bis line 

extinct, the posterity of Banqkm, a noble Tbane of Loi/ltua- 

brie, should attain and continue the Scottish reign) and, jealous 

of others' hoped-for greatne sa, murdered Banqhuo, but missed 

his design ; for one of the same posterity, Fleanch son to 

B-inqhiio, privily fled to Grijffilh nji Lheudin then Prince of 

iVaks, and was there kindly received. To him and Neda the 

Prince's daughter was issue one Woitor. He {afterward for 

s worth favourably accepted, and through stout perform-- 

ice honourably requited by Malcolmb III.) was made Lord 

High Stewart of Sadhivd ; out of whose loins llohtrl II. was 

Ufrived : since wlioni that royal name hath toug continued, 

descending to our mighty Sovereign, and in him is joined 

with the commixed Kingly blood of Tt/ddimr and Phnlagtnest. 

These two were nuited, with the Whitt and Bed Roses,* ill 

I those auspicious nuptials of Henry the Seventh and Eliza- 

[ Jielh daughter to EJward IV, and from them, through the 

[ Lady M'lTijwret their eldest daughter, mairied to James the 

Fourth, his Majesty's (Jescent and spacious Empire observed 

sily shows you what the Muse here plays withal. The 

rest alludes to that ; Cambria s}mU he glad, Cornwall s/uill 

L Jlourish, and tlie Ida s/iall lie dijled with Brute's tutme, and Ikt 
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s. Certii ^ . 

atriDxit WUHfliniu Sootonua Rex, leguntnr intdr teatea WilUelmuniU 
Carqi SBneBchallaa, WilUrlmm Filine Aldelmi SenesehallnB, Alartiivii 
lie Sancto Martino BeneBohalluH, OUbm-tim MnM Seneachallua, «nde 
hoaorarium fniflBe hoc nonieii paret. Horum liiiii tleflunl. apuil Uuv«- 

'luiD, varum ex vetnstiae. luiunyiuo M.S. cicerpai. 

' Vtfrk and Lancaster. 
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name of strangers shall periihr as it is in Merlin's 
phecieB. 

IBS. Tliat Spirit to her nnbufica ikin Virgin ojiIjj Imfd. 
So is the vulgar tradition of Merlin's coDception. 
timely it were, if I should slip into diecouTBe of spiriu." 
fiiculties in this kind. For ray own part, unless there be 
some creatures of such middle nature, as the Rithhink con- 
ceit' upon the Creation supposes ; and the same with Hesiinl's 
Nymphs, or Paracelsus his Nim-ndartis, I shall not believi 
tliat other than true bodies on bodies can generate, exoej 
by swiftness of motion in conveying of stolen seed 
iiuclean spirit might arrogate the improper name of gene- 
ration. Those which S. AuijuMim? calls Dusii,* in Gatil, 
altogether addicted to such fLltfaineEs, Fauns, Satyrs and 
Si//ra7is have had as much attributed to them. But leara 
of this, from divines upon the Bmi-kadoUm iu Holy Writ,' 
l)assages of the Fathers upon this point, and the latt 
authors of disquisitions in Magic and Sorcery, as Boditi^ 
ll'ier, Marlin del Hio, others. For this Merlin (rather Mtril- 
hin, as you see to the Fourth Song, his tnie name being 
.-linlnvse) his own answer to Vmiigo'n was, that his father 
was a Roman Consul* {so Ifennius informs me) as perhaps it 
might be, and tlie fact palliated under name of a spirit; 
lis ill that of Ilia supposing, to save her credit, tlie name of 
Marl for Momidus his Father. But to entertace the polite 
Huso with what is more harsh, yet even therein perhaps 
not displeasing, I offer you tins antique passage of him. 

' RaLbi Abraham in Zermr HBmmor ap, MuBBt. lul 2, GoaeiL 

' I.1I). 15. d«Civ. Dei cap, 23. 

' Fiii'te Druaii (quod vult Bodinua lib. 2. cap. T. Dumoaamiiii. 
ijitasL -Sylvani. aut iiryades. » Uhu. 6. 2. 

' lUiistrei wepifiB vmw indigotairt MBtorici nostri Oonevlu, xoiAt 
tt .Klium adlwmiintnr Samiiai Cob., quem tametai Consulem fuii 
l.sut Msurent Faiiti, illustrifia, tamcn et in republics aubilissliui 
I'l'ucii'iii alLorunKiuo Idiatuniu Clutliivifprodunt. 
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'the messagrrs to KermerJin come 

9nD hou thilUirm faiuore the nate jilfnlie hii tofie gomt 

STho stOe an to anatliei:,* ittrirlm Inal ts the 

Chou raOerlese Bsretoe.t bin misUostou me [fillr 

8Ioi' itiiam of glinges iiome anB thou nnrt nought baorth a 

Slor thou naUBest iieuere nannc taUer, thcituuie holtt the 

3[ho the messngers hurlie this hii aatunic tfure [stiUe 

SuB essie at men ahoute hiat the thiiB luere 

itte BeBe tliat he ne haU neuere taHer tliat mt mightt 

bun erst ontie 
fitCO tfl motiei: au flings boughter hws of thulfte lonO 
anS hionra at S. getrea in a nonnerie thtre. 
His mother (a Xuii, daughttr to PiiUdim King of Mitlhrara}, 
and called Matilda, as by poetical autbority^ only I find 
justifiable) and he being brought to the King, she colours 
it in these words : 

bihanne ith ntte tiKig 

Sin chambre mib mine tellabies, there eome la me bi tas 
S suithe bair man miB alle, ant) fat cltipt me tnrl soflr, 
Snb semiilante maUc baire vnou, aiiD lust ine teelt oftc. 
and tells on the story which should follow so Ifiud a preface. 
But enough of this. 
»5. X^y '^' shoulder 0/ a Ram from off the fight sidepar'd. 
Take this as a taste of their art in old time. Under 
Men. II. one inUkim, Mangtmd,^ a Gentleman of those parts, 
finding by hia skill of prediction that his wife had played 

' See to tha Tenth Song. • DurbitiuB dicitnB Galfredo. 

t SitTriB DOW a wciril itppliail to fbe ahrewi^h sex, bat ia Cham 
Lulgat, Bnd Ciouwr, to tbe quitsCcr aUi). 

" .•ifirmf'r'B Faery Q. lib. 3. cant. 3. J Oateomantio, 

' Uirald. Itin. 1. cap. 11. 

Qu^ te dementia cBpit, 

Qusercre solliuit^ uuml reperire tiniea 1 

Th. Mor. ] 
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false with him, and conceived by hia own nephew, formally 
dressea the ehoulder-boDe of one of his own rams ; and 
flitting at dinner (pretending it to be taken out of his neigh- 
bour's flock) requests his wife (equalling him in these diri- 
nationa) to give her judgment ; she curiously observea, e 
at last with great laughter casta it from her : the Gentle- 
man, importuning her reason of so vehement an aifection, 
receivea answer of her, that, his wife, out of whose flock 
the ram was taken, had by incestuous copulation with her 
husband's nephew fraughted herself with a young one. Lay I 
all together, and jadgo. Gentlewomen, the sequel of this:.! 
cross accident. But why she could not as well divine otm 
whose flock it was, as the other secret, when I have morej 
skill in OskomarUy, I will tell you. Norwas their reportfl 
less in knowing things to come, than past ; so that jealous^ 
Panurge in his doubt de la Coinage* might here have hatlj 
_ other manner of resolution than Eundibilis, HippolhadeM 
Bridoye, Trmillogan, or the Oracle itself, were able to givft^ 
him. Blame me not, in that, to explain my author, I inaerfrfl 
this example. 

3M. To crown the goodly Road, who'c built Unit Falcon sloiit. 
In the rocks of this maritime coast of Pmbrolx are eyries 
of excellent Falcons.^ Henry the Second here passing into 
Ireland, cast off a Norway Goshawk at one of these : but 
the Goshawk taken at the source by the Falcon, soon fell ■ 
down at the King's foot, which performance in this ramaga, J 
tnaile him yearly afterward send hither for Eyesses, afil 
Gira/d is author. "Whether these here are the Raggartt-^ 
(which they call Peregrins) or Fakon-gtniles, I am no such 
falconer to argue ; but this I know, that the reason of the 
name of Peregrins is given, for that they come from remote 

* OF Cuckaldry. ICablai$. > Ilawks. 

VUL. 1. 
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and unknown places,' and therefore hardly fits tliese : but 
also I read in no less than Imperial authority,^ that I'm- 
ffrins never bred in less latitude than beyond the seventli 
ciiiaate, Dia liiphaos, which permits them this place ; anJ 
that, of true Falcons-gentle an eyiie is never found but in i 
more Southern and hotter parallel: which {if it be tm\ 
excludes the name of Gentle from ours, breeding near tlir 
ninth, jier Eodochium. And the same authority makes them 
(against common opinion) both of one kind, ditVering ratha 
in local and outward accidents than In self-nature. 

3ao. WT^se biTlk the undent Barda to Cambria long foretold 
Of S. Detft/ and his Bishopric you have more to tht 
Fourth Song. He was prognosticated' above thirty yean 
before his birtb^ which with other attributed miracles {aftn 
the fashion of that credulous age) caused him be almosi 
paralleled in Monkish zeal with that Holy Johii which, un- 
born, sprang at presence of the Incarnate Author of our 
Kedemptioii. The translation of the Archbishopric was alw 
foretold in that of Merlin .* Menevia shidl put on the Pall uj 
Caer-leon ; and the Preach^ of Ireland shall wax dumb by 
infant growing in Oie womh. That was performed when S. 
I'liirick, at presence of Meiaria then with child, suddenly losi 
use of his speech j but recovering it after some time Ta&de 
prediction of Dewy's holiness, joined vritb greatness, which 
is so celebrated. Upon my Author's credits only believe me, 

' Albert, de Animal. 23. cap. S. 
' Frederic. IL lib. 2. de arte Venand. cap. 4. 
' Monumetlj. lib. 8. cap. 8-; Girsld. Itiu. 2. cap. 1.; ', 
Vita 8. De«v 
' Alan, de Insul. 1 ad. Proph. Merlin. 
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The Argument, 

WUh Cardigan titt Muge proceetU, 
And ielln whai rare things Tiry breeiit : 
N'^, proatl PlynillimQn slieplyel; 
Where SevBrne, Wj, aitd Ejdoll rim; 
With Sevenxe she along doth go, 
Her Metamorpliosis to thaw ; 
Atid makes the vand^rmg Wy dectaiiii 
In honour of the Britiah (lante .- 
Then, nm^era oM the viatry train 
Thai tham two Rivers entertain: 
And viemng hov; those Billets creep 
From »hore to the Vergivian Jieep, 
By Ridnor and Monntgomery (Aen 
T</ Seveme tana her course again ; 
/Ind brinyiny all fhHr RivrrU in. 
There eada ; a new Hoitj/ to be^n. 

Ib^^g ITH I must Btem thy stream, dear Tivi/, yet before 1 
K^3?l Tlie Muse vouchsafe to seize the Cardigamam, shore, T 
[ ^^£Sm| Sheof thyeource will sing in all the CanuMin coast;' 
Which of thy castors once, but now canst only boast J 
The salnmns, of all Floods most plentiful in thee. 
Dear Brook, within thy banks if any Powa- 



^148 POLY-OLSION, 

Then Naiads, or ye Nympha of their like wat'ry kind, 
(Unto whose only care, great Neptune hath asBign'd 
The guidance of those Brooks wherein he takes delightfl 
Assist her : and whilst she your dwelling shall recite, ■ 
Be present in her work ; let her your graces view, 
That to succeeding times them lively she may show ; 
As when great Albion's sons,, which him a Sea-Nymph broug'Ei 
Amongst the grisly rocks, were with your beauties caught, 
(;Who8B only love surpris'd those of the PhUgriav^ size, is 
' The TUanoh, that once againat high Heaven durst rise) 
I "When as the hoary woods, the climhing hiUa did hide, 
I And cover'd every vale through which you gently glide ; 
£¥*& for those inly heats which through your loves theyfi' 
That oft in kiiidly tears did in your bosoms melt, 
To view your secret bow'rs, such favour let her win. 

Then Tivy cometh down from her capacious Hn, 
Twixt Mirk and Brmny led, two handmaids, that do sta 
Their Mistress, aa in state she goes upon her way. 

Which when Lanbeder sees, her wondrously she likesJ 
Whose untam'd bosom so the beauteous Tivy strikes, 
As that the Forest fain would have her there abide. 
But she (so pure a stream) transported with her pride, J 
Tlie offer idly scorns ; though with her flattering si 
The Sylvan her entice with, all that may persuade 
A Water-Nymph ; yea, though great Tkeli^ self she n 
I But nothing might prevail, nor all the pleasures there i 
I Her mind could ever move one minute's stay to mak& 1 

Mild Maihem then, the next, doth Twy overtake : 
I Which instantly again by Ditbrr is supplied. 
' Then, Keach and Kerry help : twixt which on either a 
- To Cardigan she comes, the Sovereign of the Shere. 
L Now Tivy let us tell thy sundry glories here. 

^Vhen as the salmon seeks a fresher stream to find 
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(Which hither from the sea comes yearly by hie Mnd, « 
As he in seasOD growe) and stems the wat'ry tract 
AVhere Tivy, falling down, doth make a cataract,* 
Forc'd by the rising rocka that there her course oppose. 
As though within their bounds they meant her to inolwso ; 
Here, when the labouring fiah doth at the foot arrive, » 
And finds that by his strength but vainly he doth strive, 
His tail takes in his teeth ; and bending like a bow, 
That's to the compass drawn, aloft himself doth throw : 
Then springing at his height, aa doth a little wand. 
That bended end to end, and flerted from the hand, m 

Far off itself doth cast ; so doth the salmon vaut. 
And if at first he fail, his second summersaut^ 
He instantly assays ; and from his nimhle ring, 
Still yarking, never leaves, until himself he fling 
Above the streamfnl top of the surrounded heap. 

More famous long agone, than for the salmons' leap, 
For beavers Tivy was, in her strong banks that bred, 
Which else no other brook of B-niain nourish^ : 
Where Nature, in the shape of this now-perish'd beast 
His property did seem t' have wondrously exprest ; 
Being bodied like a boat, with such a mighty tail 
As serv'd him for a bridge, a helm, or for a sail. 
When kind did him command the architect to play. 
That his strong castle built of branched twigs and clay : 
Wliich, Bet upon the deep, hut yet not fix6d there, i 

He eas'ly could remove as it he pleaa'd to steer 
To this aide or to that ; the workmanship so rare, 
His stuff wherewith to build, first being to prepare, 
A foraging he goes, to groves or bushes nigh. 
And with his teeth cuts down his timber: which laid-by, 
He turns him on bis back, his belly laid abroad. 



P: — .,„ 1 
When with what he hnth got, the other do him load^^^^H 
Till lastly by the weight, his burtlien he have found. ^^^H 
Then, with his mighty tail hia carriage having bonnd ^^^^| 
Ag carters do 'with ropes, in hia sharp teeth he gript ''^^4 
Some stronger stick : from which the lesser branches stiipt, | 

J He takes it in the mi:lBt ; at both the ends, the rest 1 

^^^^ Hard holding with their fangs, unto the labour prest, I 

^^^^M nnincT bnclmnrrl tnw'rrlt thnirliomp hlipirloadpd I'firrinirti 1f>il. 



Going backward, tow'rds their home their loaded carriage led. 
From whom, tliose first here born, were taught the useful 



iThen builded lie his fort with strong and several fights; 
Hia passages contriv'd with such unusual sleights. 
That from the hunter oft he issued undiscern'd, _ 

As if men from this beast to fortify had leam'd ; ^ 

§ Whose kind, in her decay'd, is to this Isle unknowiiH 
Thus Timj boasts this beast peculiarly b^ own. ^M 

But here why spend I time these trifles to areed j H 
Kow, with my former task my Muse again proceed, ^M 
To show the other Floods from the Cereltiek^ shore H 
To the Fergivian Sea contributing their store : H 

With Bidder first begin, that bendeth all her force H 
The Arrmi, to assist, Arlh balding on her coursa H 

• The way the other went, with tFtrry which doth win H 
Fair Istwid to hei aid ; who kindly coming in, ^| 

Meets El/doll at her mouth, that fair and princely miu^| 
Pl^illinton's dear chUd, deUciousIy arraj'd, H 

As fits a Nymph so near to Stverne and her Queen. H 
Then come the sister Salks, as they before had seen H 
^^^ Those delieater Dames so trippingly to tread : H 

^^^LThen Kerry; Cletur next, and Kinver making head fl 
^^^■"With Enion, that her like clear Levant brings by her. ■ 
^^^V PlynilUvion's high praise no longer Muse defer : ■ 

^^H What once the Druids told, how great those Floods shoulM 
^^^^ ' Of Canlisan. fl 
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That here (moat migUty Dili) derive themaelvea from tliec. 
The Bards with fury rapt, the Brilish youth wnong, lua 

§ Unto the cbanniDg Harp thy future honor song 
In brave and lofty atraina ; that in exceaa of joy, 
The beldam and the girl, the grandaire and the boy, 
With ahouta and yearning cries, the troubled air did load 
(As when with crowned cups unto the Elian^ Grod ii( 

Those Priesta his orgies held ; or when the old world saw 
Full Pluebe's face eclipa'd, and thinking her to daw, 
Whom they supposed faU'n in soiue inchantei swound. 
Of beaten tinkling brass etiil ply'd her with the sound) 
That all the Cambrian hills, which high'st their heads do bea^ 
With most obsequious shows of low subjected fear, 
Should to thy greatness stoop : and all the Brooka that be- 1 
Do homage to those Flooda that isaued out of thee : 
To princely Sevente first ; next, to her aiater If'ye, 
Which to her elder's Court her course doth still apply. 
But Rydoll, young'st, and least, and for the other's pride 
Not finding fitting roomth upon the rising side, 
Alone unto the West directly takes her way. 
So all the neighboring Hilla PitpiUlmon obey. 
For, though Moylvaddan bear his craggy top so high, 
As scorning all that come in compass of his eye. 
Yet greatly is he pleas'd Plymlliimn will grace 
Flini with a cheerful look : and, fawning in his face, 
His love to Seveme shows as though hia own she were, 
Thus comforting the Flood : *0 ever-during heir 
Of Sabrine, Locnne's ohild {who of her life bereft, 
Her ever-living name to thee fair River left) 
Ilniie's first begotten son, which Gieendolin did wed ; 
But soon th' uuconstant Lord aliandonSd her bed 
(Through hia unchaste desire) for beauteous EUlri^s love. 
Now, that which most of all her mighty heart did move, 
' liacchu. • ' Tho Story of Sectrnt. 
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HcT father, ComtEcll's Dak«, great Corinetu dead, 

Waa by the lustful King unjustly banished. 

When she, who to that tiiae still with a smoothed brow 

Uad aeera'd to bear the breach of Loerint's former 

Perceiving still her nrongB insufferable were ; 

Grown big with the revenge wliicb Ler full breast did hess. 

And aided to the birth with every little breath 

(AJoue she being left the spoil of love and death. 

In labour. of her (jrief outrageously distract. 

The utmost of her spleen on her false lord to act) 

She first implores their aid to hate bim whom she found 

Whose hearts unto the depth she bad not left to sound. 

To CorniBall then she sends (her country) for supplies : 

Which all at once in arms with Gwendolin aiiee. 

Then with her warlike power, Ler husband ebe pursa'd, 

Whom his unlawful love too vainly did delude. 

The fierce and jealous Queen, then void of all remoraa, 
Ah great in power as spirit, whilst he neglects her force, 
Him suddenly aurpris'd, and from her ireful heart 
All pity clean exil'd (whom nothing could convert) 
The son of mighty £rdlf. heTeavid of his life ; 
Amongst the Britons here the first intestine strife. 
Since they were put a-land upon this promis'd shore. 
Then crowning Muclan King, whom she to Loaine bore, led 
And those which serv'd hia Sire to his obedience brought ; 
Hot so with blood suffie'd, immediately she sought 
The mother and the child : whose beauty when she saw. 
Had not her heart been lliat, had had the power to draw 
A spring of pitying tears ; "when, dropping liquid pearl, nt 
Before the cruel Queen, the Lady anil the Girl 
Upon their tender knees begg'd mercy. Woe for thet^-] 
Fair Ehired, that thou should'st thy fairer Sabrine aeey 

lee behold the prey to her stem ragi 

V^^Hpngly Locrine's deatli suffic'd not to assuage 
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"Who from the bord'ring cleevea thee with thy mother east I 
Into thy chriat'ned flood, the whilst the rocks aghast I 

I Resounded with your shrieks ; till in a deadly dream I 

t Your corses were disaolv'd into tbut crystal stream, I 

Your curls to curled waves, which plainly still appear ir» J 
1 The same in water now, tliat once in locks they were : 1 

And, as you wont to clip each others neck before, 1 

Ye now with liquid arms embrace the wand'ring shore. I 

But leave we Secernc here, a little to pursue J 

The often wand'ring Wye {her passages to view, iw i 

As wantonly she strains in her lascivious course) I 

Aud muster every flood that from her bounteous source I 
Attends upon her stream, whilst (as the famous bound I 

Twixt the Brechwidan earth, and the Badnorian ground) I 
She every Brook receives. First, Clarwcn coraeth in, isfl 
With Clarwy : which to them their consort Eland win I 

To aid their goodly Wye; which, Khongets again; I 

She Dvlas draws along ; and in her wat'ry train I 

Clowidock hath recourse, and Commn; which she brings I 
Unto their wand'ring flood from the Badnorian Springs : laoM 
As Ediei/ her attends, and Malckwij forward heaves I 

Her Mistress, When, at last tlie goodly ffije perceives I 
She now was in that part of Wales, of all the rest I 

"Wliich (as her very waist) in breadth from East to West, I 
In length from North to South, lier midst is every way, ie»I 
From Seaeme's bord'ring hanks unto the eitiier Sea, I 

And might he term'd her heart. The ancient Britons here I 
The Eiver calls to mind, and what those Brilish were I 

Whilst Brilain was herself, the Queen of all the West. I 

To whose old Nation's praise whilst she herself addrest, ^i ■ 
From the Brechwkian bound when Inion coming in, I 

Her Dulas, with Corn-march, and Wtvery that doth win, I 

Persuading her for them good matter to provide. I 

The Wood-Nymphs so again, from the Badimian aide, I 
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^^HAj> Il'iiiitor, with BJdkaugh, and KnucMes Forests, c: 
^^FTo Wyf, and bad her now bestir her for them all : 
^H For, if she stuck not close in their distressed case, 
^V The Britons were in doubt to undergo disgrace. 

. That strongly thus provok'd, she for the Britons says : 
What spirit can lift you up, to that immortal pmse in 
5 You worthily deserve J by whom first Gatd was taugkl 
Uer knowledge ; and for her, what nation ever wronght 
The conquest you achiev'dl And, as you were most drad, 
So ye (before the rest) in so great reverence had 
^^ Your Bards which sung your deeds, that where stem host* 
^^L have stood 

^H With lifted hands to strike (in their inflamt^d blood) 
^^f { OneBardbutcomingin,theirmurd'rou8BWordahathstaiil; 
In her most dreadful voice as thund'ring Heaven had si 
Stay Sritons : when ho spake, his words so pow'rful we 

So to her native Priests, the dreadless Druids here, » 
The nearest neighboring Gaui, that wisely could diacem 
Th' effect their doctrine wroaght, it for their good to learu, 
Her apt and pregnant Youth sent hither year by year, 
Instructed in our Rites with most religious fear. 
And afterward again, when as our ancient seat jj- 

Her Burorease could not keep, grown for her soil too great, 
(But like to casting bees, so rising up in swarms) 
§ Our CpmM with the Gaith, that their commix^ arms 
Join'd with the German Powers (those Nations of the North 
Which overspread the world) together issued forth : mi 

§ Where, with our brazen swords, we stoutly fought, and long ; 
And after conquests got, residing them among, 
First planted in those parts our brave courageous brood, 

k Whose natures so adher'd unto their ancient blood, 
As from them sprang those Priests, whose praise so far did 
sound, 2:^ 

ffbrough whom that spacious Gaul was after so renown' d. 
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Nor could the Saxon^ swords {which many a ling'rmg year \ 
Them sadly did afflict, and shut us Biitons here 
Twixt Severne and this Sea) our mighty minds deject ; 
But that even they which fain'st our weakness would detect, 
Were forced to confess, our wildest beasts that breed mi 
Upon our mighty wastes, or on our mountains feed, 
Were far more sooner tam'd, than here our Welch-men were : 
Besides, in all the world no Nation ia so dear 
As they unto their own ; that here within this Isle, 3U | 

Or else in foreign parts, yea, forced to exile, 
Tlie noble Briton still hia countryman relieves j 
A Patriot, and so true, that it to death him grieves 
To hear hia JFales disgrac'd : and on the Saxims' swords 
Oft hazardeth his life, ere with reproachful words 
His Language or his Leek he'll stand to hear abus'd. 
Besides, the Brilon is so naturally infus'd 
With true poetic rage, that in their' measures, art 
Doth rather seem precise, than comely ; in each part 
Their metre most exact, in verse of th' hardest kind- i 
1 to rhyming be so wondrously inclin'd, 
hose numbers they wUl hit, out of their genuine vein, 
lich many wise and leam'd can hardly e'er attain. 
memorable Bards, of unmix'd blood, which still 
Posterity shall praise for your so wond'rous skill, ; 

That in your noble Songs, the long descents have kept 
Of your great Heroes, else iu Leihe that had slept. 
With theirswhose ignorant pride your labours have disdain'dji 
How much from time, and them, how bravely have you gain'dS 
Musician, Herald, Bard, thrice naay'st thou be renown'd, 
And with three several wreaths immortally be ctown'd ; 
"Who, when to Penbrooke call'd before the English King, 
And to thy powerful Harp commanded there to sing, 
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Of famous Arlhtr toWat, and where he was interr'd ; 
In which, those retchless times had loiig and blindly errM, 
And ignorance had brought the world to audi a pass 1:1 
As now, which scarce believes that Arthur ever was. 
But when King Ilenrij^ sent th' reported place to view, 
He found tliat man of men; and what thou said'at was tnie. 
Here then I cannot choose but bitterly exclaim 275 

Against those fools that all Antiquity defame, 
Because they have found out, some credulous ages la^d 
Slight fictions with the truth, whilst truth on rumonr stay'd; 
And that one forward Tinae (perceiving the neglect 
A former of her had) to purchase her respect, mo 

"With toys then trimm'd her up, the drowey world t' allui'e. 
And lent her what it thought might appetite procure 
To man, whose mind doth etill variety puraue ; 
And therefore to those things whose grounds were very true, 
Though naked yet and bare (not having to content sm 

The wayward curious ear) ga.ve Active ornament ; 
And fitter thought, the truth they should in question c 
Than coldly sparing that, the truth should go and all,^ 
And Burely 1 suppose, that which this &award time 
Doth scandalize her with to be her heinous o 
That hath her most preserv'd : for, still where wit hath foand 
A thing most clearly true, it made that fiction's ground : 
Which she suppos'd might give sure coloi» to them both: 
From which, as from a root, this wond'^ed error grow'th 
At which our Critics girdj whose judgments are so strict, sw 
And he the bravest man who most can contradict 
That which decrepit Age (which forced is to lean 
Upon Tradition) tells ; esteeming it so mean, 
Aa they it cjuite reject, and for some trifling thing 
(Which Time hath pinn'd to Truth) they all away wiU Q 
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These men (for all the world) like our Precisians be, 
Who for some Cross or Saint they in the window see 
Will pluck down all the Church : Soul-blinded sots that creeir 1 
'.9tl dirt, and never saw the wondera of the deep. 

lerefore (in my conceit) most rightly serv'd are they 
__ That to the Roman trust (on bis report that stay) 
'^ur truth from him to learn, as ignorant of ours 
As we were then of his ; except 'twere of his powers : 
Who our wise Zhvuls here unmercifully slew; 
Like whom, great Nature's depths no men yet ever knew, aig.l 
Nor with such dauntless spirits were ever yet inspir'd ; 
Who at their proud arrive th' ambitious lioiiians fir'd 
When first they heard them preaoh. the soul's immortaJ;| 

state ; 
And ev'n in Rome's despite, and in contempt of Fate, 
Grasp'd hands with horrid death-: which out of hate ancC 

pride 
They slew, who through the world were rev'renc^d"beside. J 

To understand our state, do nsarvel then though we 
Should 80 to Ctesar seek, in his reports to see 
"What anciently we were ; wlien in our infant war. 
Unskilful of our tongue but by interpreter, 
He nothing had of ours which our great Bards did sing, 
Except some few poor words ; and those again to bring 
Unto the Latin sounds, and easiness tJiey us'd, 
By their most fii^d speech, our Jiriiiah most abus'd. 
But of our former stat-e, beginning, our descent, ;n 

The wars we had at home, the conquests where we went, 
He never understood. And though the Hoinuns her* 
So noble troj)hieB left, as very worthy were 
A people great as they, yet did they oura noe 
Long-rear'd ere they arriv'd. And .where 
The ruins and records we show, be ver 
To prove ourselves so groat : ev'n thia 
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('Gainst their objection) seeme miraculous to me, 
That yet those should be found bo general as they be ; 
The Jtoman, next the Pid, the Saa'oii, then the Dane, mj. 
All landing in this Isle, each like a horrid rain ^H 

Deforming her ; besides the sacrilegious wrack ^^H 

Of many a Qoble book, as Impious hands should sack^^H 
The centre, to extirp all knowledge, and exile ^^ 

All brave and ancient things, for ever from this Isle ; su 
Expressing woDdroua grief, thus wand'ring fFye did sing. 

Bat, back, industrious Muse ; obsequiously to bring 
Clear Stveme from her source, and tell how she doth strain 
Down her delicious dales ; with all the goodly train. 
Brought forth the first of all by Bnigwn, ; which to iua!b n 
Her party worthy note, next, Didas in doth take. 
Moylvadian his much love to Seveme tlien to show, j 
Upon her Southern side, sends likewise (in a row) ' 
Bright Biga, that brings on her friend and fellow J° 
Next, Dungum; Baclw then is busUy imploy'd 
Tarranon, CniTio, Hawes, with Becan, and the Bite, 
In Seveme's sovereign banks that give attendance due. 

Thus as she swoops along, with all that goodly train. 
Upon her other bank by Newlowne : so again 
g Comes I)ulas (of whose name so many Rivers be, sn 

As of none others is) with Mule, prepar'd to see 
The confluence to their Queen, as on her course she makes : 
Then at Mmntgomery nest clear Kennel in she takes ; 
Where little Fledding falls into her broader bank ; 
Fork'd Furaway, bringing Tur, and Tanot: growing rank,)* 
She plies her towards the Pnole, from the Gomcrian fields ; 
Than which in all our JFaks, there is no country yields 
An excellenter horse, so full of natural fire. 
As one of Phtsbus' steeda.had been that staUion's sire. 
Which first their race begun ; or of th' Astunan kind, m 
^ Which some have held to be begotten by the wind. 
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Upon the mount^n mare ; which strongly it receives, 
And ia a little time her pregnant part upheaves. 

But, leave we this to siich as after wonders long : 
The Muae prepares herself nnto another Song. 
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n^^SIFTKK Penbroke in the former Song, succeeds here 
MBVll Cardigan; both washed by the Irish Seas. Bat, 
QlQ^ for intertniKture of rivera, and contiguity of 
aitnation, the inlands ot Monlgomery, Radnor, and 
Bredcmcke are partly infolded. 

85. JfhoM kind, in her deony'd, is to Ihis Isle unhnoi 
That these Beavera were in Tim/ frequent, ancieal 
testified by Sykeskr Girald} describing the particulars, 
which the Author tells you, both of this, and the Salm.mis; 
but that here are no Beavers now, as good authority of i 
present time' informs you. 

100. U-nio the charming Harp Ihy future konor son^ ' 
Of the Bards, their Singing, Heraldship, and more Of ' 
that nature, see to the Fourth Song. Ireiand (saith one^) 
usis the Harp and Pipe, whiuh he caDs tympanum : Scotland 
the Harp, Tyinpan, and Chorus; Wales the Harp, Pipe, and 
Cltoms. Although Tympanum and dwrus have other signi- 
fications, yet, this OiralU (from whom I vouch it) usiiig . 
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these words as received, I imagine, of S. Eierome's EpiBtlfi ] 
to Dardawis, according to whom, for ejiplanation, finding ] 
them pictured in Oilomar Lnscinim his Musurgij, as several I 
tind of Pipes, the first dividing itself into two at the end, 
the other spread in the middle, as two segments of a circle, | 
but one at both ends, I guess them intended near the sama, J 
But I refer myself to those that are more acquainted witll I 
these kind of British fashions. For the Harp his word is I 
Cithara, which {if it he the same with L^a, as some tliink, j 
although urging reason and authority are to the contrary)iJ 
makes the Bards' music, Hke that expressed in the Lyric' ; / 

Smanie mistum libm ci 

Hoc Dorium, Utis Ba/rbarum, 
Apply it to the former notes, and observe with them, tliat' 
the PyDiagoreans^ used, with music of the Harp {which 
tliose times, if it were Apollo's, was certainly but of seven 
strings^) when they went to sleep, to charm (as the old 
Scots were wont to do, and do yet in their Isles, as Buchinan* 
affirms) and compose their troubled affections. Which 
cite to this purpose, that in comparing it with the Britigf 
music, and the attributes thereof before remembered out of 
Hermleoki and &irald, you may see convenieney of use 
both, and worth of antiquity in ours ; and as well in 7'rpK.v 
as Sarp, if you remember the poetic story of Marsijas. And 
wthal forget not that in one of the oldest coins that hav( 
been made in this Kingdom, the picture of the reversu 
jipollo having liis Harp incirded with Gunobelin's name, tliei 

' Horat. Epoi 9. ' Plntsreh, da I«id. et Osiride. 

' Horat. Cann. III. od. 11; Homer in Hym. ad Henn; Sorv. Hono 
rat. ad IV. ^neid. (nbi tostadmem prim(> trium ohordamtn, qniuii i 
Meruario Cwlucei pretio emisBe Aputliiieui, sept^mque diBcriniinAB 
vooum addidiaso, legimuB, et videcduB Diodor, ^k'ul. lib, a.) lu '~ 
'KjrrnyXonaoc, 'EirmrftSn^yDc, etc. dicitur Oweia, 

' Hiat, Soot. 4. in Fetheliuacho. 
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cliief King of the Brilons ; and for Belin and Apollo, B« I 
the Eighth Song. 

ail. JJif iclwrn first Gaul was taught her knowledge. 
Understand the knowledge of those great Philoaophen, 
Priesta, and Lawyers called Druids (of whom to the Teulk 
Song largely). Their discipline was first found out in tlii 
Isle, and afterward transferred into 6aid ; whence that 
youth were sent hither as to an UniTersity for inatnictiu 
iu their learned profeaaioTia : Cirsar' himuelf is author of 
much. Although, in particular law-1 earning, it might set 
that Britain v^ requited, if the Satirist^ deceive not it 
that ; 

Gallia cauMdkos doruit facunda Britannos." 
AVhich, with excellent Lipdus,^ I rather apply to the da 
persion of the Lali/t tongue through Gavl into this Provincat 
than to any other language or matter. For also in AgriaMi 
time, somewhat before, it appears that matter of good '" 
rature was here in a far higher degree than there, as Taeitm 
in his life hath recorded. Tlius hath our Isle bi 
Mistress to Gaul twice. First in this Druidian doctrine 
nest in the institution of their now famous University i^ 
Paris; which was done hy C/wr/(ifW(i7«,* through aid am 
industry of our learned Alciiin (he is called also Albin, aM 
was first sent Embassador to the Emperor by OJfa Kin g A 
Merdand) seconded by those Scols, John Mnilros, Climdi^ 
Clement, and Itaban Mav-rus} But I know great men perm] 
it not ; nor can I see any very ancient authority for it, bill 
infinite of later limes; so that it goes as a received opiniotf 

' CdtnmiMit. 6, * Juvenal. Satir. 16. 

• Eloquent Gaul taaglit the /Iritiak Lawj'ere. 

* De prummtiat. rect. I>.tt, ling. cap. 3. v. Viglium ad iniUl 
JiiRtin. tit, qiiib. Don eat permira. fac. test. 

* Univenitf of Paris inatitutei Cirua 790. ' Balreus cent. 1. 
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therefore without more ezaminatioa in th'ts no more fit 
passage, I commit it to my Reader. 

SIT. One Bard but coming i% their murd'rous swords kalk staid. 
Such strange assertion find I in story of these Bardu^ 
powerful enchantments, that with the amazing sweetness of 
their dehcious harmonies,^ not their own only, hut withal 
their enemies', armies have suddenly desisted from fierce 
encounters ; so, as my author" says, did Mars reverence the 
Muses. This exactly continues all fitness with what is 
before affirmed of that kind of Music ; twixt which (and all 
other by authentic affirmance) and the mind's affections 
there are certain" Mi/i^i/iara,* as in this particular example 
is apparant. But how agreeth this with that in TacUui^ 
which calls a musical incentive to war among the Germans, 
' Barditus ? Great critica would tiiere read BarrhUus,* which 
I in Fcgdiui and Ammian especially, is a peculiar name for 
those stirring up alarms before the battle used in Soman 
assaults (equal in proportion to the Greeks &>.a.7^a,yit^i, the 
Irish Kerns' Pharroh, and that Rolands Song of the Nonaans, 
which hath had his hlce also in most nations). But, seeing 
Barrkitus (in this sense) is a word of later time, and ecarca 
yet, without remembrance of his naturalization, allowed in 
the Latin; and, that this use was notable in those Northerns 
nnd Gauls, until wars with wliom, it seems Home had not 
a proper word for it (which appears by Festm Pompeius, 
affirming that the cry of the army was called BarbaricKm) I 
should think somewhat confidently, that Eardii^is (as the 
common copies are) ia the truest reading ,■* yet so, that Bar- 
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' Diodor. Sicnl. de geit. fabulos. antiq. lib. II. 

* Aristot. Polit. q. cap. •:. * mitatiom 
' Locus Tociti in de morib. Germ. 

* Lipp. ad Fiilj'b. 4. Dialog. 11, 
' Bardna Qalltci et Britanniri Cantor. Fest. et vida Bodin. 

" qui floi ' ' 
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rhi-dts formed by an uaknowiag pronunci&tion ib, and, byJ 
original, was the self-same. For that lAp^us, mending ths 
place, will have it from Barnt in Dutch, which si^ifies. To 
cry out, or from Ear Har {which is as Haron in the JVorman 
customs and elsewhere) or from the word Srare for imita- 
tion of that beast's cry, I much wonder, seeing Tacitus makes 
express mention of verse-s harmonicaUy celebrating valiant 
performers, recital whereof hath that name Barditus, which > 
to interpret we might well call Singing. But to conjois , 
this fiery office with that quenching power of the Bards, 
spoken of by the Author, I imagine that they had also for 
this martial purpose skill in that kind of music which the; 
call Phrygian, being (as -Aristotle says) 'Oiyiaenxri, ll«flj|riK(, 
x.a,l 'EtSa-jfiaanx^, i.e., as it were, madding the mind with ' 
sprightful motion. For so we see that those which sing the 
tempering and mollifying Pieans' to Apollo, the rfiviX'Ka and 
xrtKKimiDt after victory, did among the Grenks in another 
strain move with their Pmam to Mars, their "Ogtf/o, and 
provoking charms before the encounter; and so meets this 
in our Bards dispersed doubtless (as the Druids) throng 
Biitain, Gaul, and part of Gtrmany, which three had e*-. 
pecially in warfare much community, 

ais. Chir Cimbri wUh the Gauls 



National transmigrations touched to the Fourth Song 
give light liither. The name of Cimbri (which most of tlw 
learned in this later time have made the same with Cim- 
iTtmans, Cvxnerians, Cambrians, all coming from Gomtr' 
Japhei's son, to whom with his posterity was this North- 
western part of the world divided) expressing the fPelsh, 
calling themselves also ^umirn. The Autlior alludes her* 
to that Briiish army, which in our story is conducted under 
Brennus and Belinus (sons to Mobmilias) through Gaul, and 
' :Smd, in Ojiai'. = (jenes. 10. 
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thence proBBcutad, what in the Eighth Song a 
there more plainly. 

Ml. mere, with our brasm suvrds 

The Author thus teaches you to know, that, among th»fl 
ancients, Brass, not Iron, was the metal of moat use. In 
their little scythes, wherewith they cut' their herbs for 
inehantments, their Prieats' razors, plowshares for describ- 
ing the content of plotted cities, their music instruments, 
and such like, how special this metal was, it is with good 
warrant dehvered : Nor with less, how frequent 
making of sworda, speara, and armour in the Heroic timt 
as among other authorities that in the encounter of Diomi 
and Hector^ manifesteth : 

'\\Tiich seems in them to have proceeded from a wilhngnesB 
of avoiding instruments too deadly in wounding ; For from 
a styptic faculty in this, more than in Iron, the cure of 
what it hurts is aifirmed more easy, and the metal itself 
ipa,ofi.ax.u}&tii^ as Aristolh^ expresses. But that our Brilims 
used it also it hath been out of oid monuments by our most 
learned Antiquary* observed. 

sou, TJiat to Ike Eoman trust (on his report llial stay). 

For indeed many are which the author here impugns, 

that dare believe nothing of our story, or antiquities of 

more ancient times;* but only Junius Cxsar, and other 

about or since him. And surely his ignorance of this Isle 

' SophoolBBi Carmioiua; Virgil, ap. MBorobiuin Satnmal. lib. 5. 
cap. 19, ; Pauaan. in \acou.\a. y. et Arcadio, q.; Samuel, lib. 1. cap. I7i 
' I]iad. A. * Brass rebounds from Braia. ^ 

+ Of ramadia! power. ' PmVilBm, o. Sect. \f. 

* Camd. in Comub. ' S " '" more in the Tenth. 
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was great, time forbidding him language or conversatioi 
with the Brilish. Nor was any before liim of his counBy, 
that knew or meddled in relation of ub. The first of them 
hat once to letters coramitted any word deduced froa 
Brilain's name wan a phUusopbical Poet' (Qourlahing sww 
fifty years before Ciesar) ia these veraea : 

Nam quid Britajmum ccdtim differre pulamtu, 
El quod in .'Egyptti'st quh. mundi davdiatt axis t 
In the somewhat httet Poets that lived about Au^astvt, k 
CaiuUus, Virgil, and Sorace, some passages of the nunt 
have you, but nothing that discovers any monument of tbt! 
Island proper to her inhftbitants. I would not reckon Cf- 
iieliui Ntpes among them,^ to whose name is attributed, in 
print, that polite Poem (in whose composition Apollo ; 
ti liave giveu personal aid) of the Troian war, according tt 
Dares the Phryijiiin's story ; wliere, by poetical libertj, tii( 
Jirilons are supposed to have been with Hercales at the r^ 
of Iliswne : I should so, besides error, wrong my countiXi 
to whose glory the true author's name of that book will 
among the worthies of the Muses ever live. Read but thetf 
of his verses, and then judge if he were a Roman : 

Sin» 1-emigh mu 

Non nosset Memphis E<mavi, twn Indus Hiberum, 
Wwi Scyika Ctcropidem, ho» Ilostra Britannia GaUum. 
And in the same book to Baldwin Arahbishop of CanbjrbmT: 
Ai ill dissimulis longi mifrorUe serend 
Sanguinis egregii lucrum, pacemque I'dala 
Emptam animd Faler ffle pius, summumque eacumen 
In curam venisa velU, cui asdirtt i;pse 
J'rorsua, vdprc^as Imius seciarel habenai. 

u Eiiyliiih wit. 



THE SIXTH SOA'G. 
I Of him a little before ; 

* qm primde floret 

* Cantia,* el inpriscw res^rat libera le^es. 
BrieflythnB: the AnthoT wsm Joseph oi Bxcester (afterward 

Archbishop of Bourdtaux) faiaoos in this aud other kind of 
good learning, under Um. II. and Rich. I. speaking among 
those verses in this form ; 

7'e sacroe assu/ntetit odes dimaa^ue bdla. 
< Time dignnm majore tuid, iiincpeclore loto 

Niiar, et imTnensum mecam spargire per orbem. 
"Which must (as I think) he intended of Baldmn whos 
undertaking of the Cross and voyage with Caur de Lion intg 
the Holy Land, and death there, ia in our Stories' ; 
which you may have large declaration of this holy Ikthef 
(so he calls Tho. Bechtt) that hought peace with price t 
life ; being murdered in his house at Ciiidtrhttry, through 
the urging grievances intolerable to the King and laity, his 
diminution of common law liberties, and endeavoured dero- 
gation, for maintenance of RomUh usurped supremacy. Ft^g 
these liberties, see Mailhew Paris before all other, and thi 
Epistles of /oA™ of St&Jury," but lately published ; and, i 
you please, my Janus Anglorum, where they are restore 
from senseless corruption, and are indeed more theraselvei 
than in any other whatsoever in print. But thus too mue| 
of this false Comdivs. Compare with these notes what i 
to the First Song of BrUain and Albion ; and you siiall s 
that in Grak writers mention of our Land is lung befoM 
any in the Latin : for PolijUvs that is the first which i 
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tiotis it, vaa more th&n one l^undred years before ZucnAu; 
The Autlior'a plainnees in tlie rest of Wie's Song to thii 
piirpoae discharges my further labour. 

S66. Comes Dulas, of wlmse nanie so many rivers he. 
As in England the names of Avon, Oiise, Sloure, and somn 
other i 30 in JFales, before all, is Bnlas, a name very oilen 
"frivera in Rad^uyr, Breckmek, CaermardAin, and elsewhere. 

3w. IFkkU same hart held to he begotten of the Kind. 
In those Western parts of Spain, Gallicia, PmiugaJ, and 
Aslitria many Classic teatimoniea, both Poets, as Virgil, 
tiiUus Uiiliens, Naturalists, Historians, and Geoponics, as 
rtirro, Columel, Pliny, Tragus, and Solimis, have remembered 
these mares, which conceive through fervent lust of Natnre, 
by the West wind ; without copulation with the male (in 
such sort as the Ova subneniane-a^ are bred in liens) but so 
that the fuala live not over some three years. I refer it as | 
an Allegory* to the expressing only of their fertile breed 
und swiftness in course ; which is elegantly to this purpose 
framed by him that was the father^ of this conceit to his 
admiring posterity, in these speaking of Xantlim and Salius, | 
two of Achillea horses : — ^h 

Whence withal you may note, that Homer had at least 
licard of these coasts of Spain, according as upon the con- 



' /'III I- (pin, Trinily eggs, bred witliont a t.'ock. 

' .rnstin. Hist, lib, 44. 

■ Iliad, ivi. 150. 

* Thaae did Hy like the wind, wlich ewitt Podargr foaled to their 

re Zpp/iyrw, feeding iii a meadow by the oceau> 
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jectures on the name of Lisbon, the Elysians, and other such 
you have in Strdbo} But for Lisbon, which many will have 
from Ulysses, and call it Ulixbon, being commonly written 
Olisijfpo or Ulisippo in the ancients, you shall have better 
etymology, if you hence derive and make it "OXog liriruiv,* as 
it were, that the whole tract is a Seminary of Horses, as a 
most learaed man^ hath delivered. 

^ Geograph. a. 

* "OX»oc"£7r7rwv. Ptolemseo. iota sublato, vera restat lectio. 

^ Paul. Meml. Cosmog. part 2. lib. 2. cap. 26. 
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The iivsefrom Cambria r.nmu again, 

To view the Forest of/air Deime ; 

Sees Seveme ; when the higra takes her, 

Horn feiieT'like the sickaeei Khttkcs her ; 

Maies mighty MalTcme sptak his mind 

In lumoar of the Mauntam-biml ; 

Thaux vinfteii vMh a merry gale, 

Sees Letnater, and the Golden Yale ; 

Sports with the Nymplui, Ihemeehes (hat phj 

At th' wedding of the Lag awl Wy; ^' 

Viewing 1A< Herefonlun jmde 

AloTig on Saverne'a setting tade. 

That *?»aS Wigomian part eurvej/s : 

Where for aiohUe herief/'sJie stays. 

[B^HIfJH matters call our Muse, inviting her to Bee 

H M W '^^ ^^^ ^^^ lower Lands, as those where lately she 

p.fcy^ljl TliQ Cambrian MoiintaiDE dome, and (looking from 

aloft) 
Survey'd coy Seveme's courBe : but now to shores more Boft 
She shapes her prosperous sail; and in this lofty Song, > 
The Herefordian Floods invites with her along, [wast^ 

§ That fraught from plenteous Powse, with their superfluous 
Manure the batfull March, until they bo imbrac'd 
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III SSahrin's sovereign arms: with whose tunmltuons 
§ Shut up in narrower bounds, the kigre wildly raves; 
And frights the straggling flocks, the neighbouring shors 
Afar as from the main it comes with hideoiiR cry, 
And on the angry front the curled foam doth bring, 
The billows 'gainst the banks when fiercely it doth ffioj 
Hurls up the slimy ooze, and makes the scaly brood 
Leap madding to the land affrighted from the flood ] 
O'erlums the toiling barge, whose steersman doth not laa 
And thrusts the furrowing beak into her ireful panch; 
As' wheo we haply see a sickly woman fall 
Into a fit of that which we the Mother call. 
When from the grieved womb she feels the pain arise, 
Breaks into grievous sighg, with intermixed cries, 
Bereaved of her sense ; and struggling still with those 
That 'gainst her rising pain their utmost strength oppon 
Starts, tosses, tumbles, strikes, turns, touses, spurns, 

sprawls, i 

Casting with furious limbs her holders to the walls ; 
But that the horrid pangs torment the grieved so. 
One well might muse from whence this sudden stren^ 

should grow. 
Here (Queen of Forests all, that ^yest of Severne lie) 
Her broad and bushy top Beans holdeth up so high, 
The leaser are not seen, she is so tall and large. 
And standing in such state upon the winding marge, 
§ Within her hollow woods the Satijrs that did won 
In gloomy secret shades, not pierc'd with summer's BUn, i 
Under a false pretence the Nymphs to entertain. 
Oft ravished the choice of Sabriu's wat'ry train j 
And from their Mistress' banks them taking as a 
Unto their woody caves have carried them away 

' A Simile esrpressing the bore or Jn-/rP. 
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^^Ken from her ianer groves for succour when they cried, 
^ jr'" retchless of their wrongs (her Saiyr^ acapea to hide) « ' 
ji^^nto their juat complaint not once her ear inclines : 
^^^ ,> fruitful in her woods, and wealthy in her mines, 
m-m. "^iaX Ledm which her way doth through the desert make, 
^ though near to Deane allied, determin'd to forsake 
1^ /ter course, and her clear limba amongat the bushes hide, a- 
^ ^jest by the Sijliians (should she chance to be espied) 

■ ^he might unmaid'ned go unto her Sovereign Flood ; 
J >o many were the rapes done an the wat'ry brood, 

^That SabriM to her Sire (great Jfepiuve) forc'd to sue, 
The riots to repress of thia outrageous crew, 
-IHis arm6d orks he sent her milder stream to keep, 
^To drive them back to Deane that troubled all the deep. 

* § Whilst Malveme (king of Hills) fair Seeeme overlooks j 
^Attended on in state with tributary Brooks) 
And how the fertile fields of Hereford do lie, 

" And from his many heads, with many an amorous eye 
^ Beholds his goodly site, how towards the pleasant rise. 
Abounding in excess, the Vale of Eusham lies, 

■ The Mountains every way about him that do stand. 
Of whom he's daily seen, and seeing doth command ; 
On tiptoes set aloft, thia proudly uttereth he : 

Oli/mpus, fair'at of Hills, that Heaven art said to be, 

* I not envy thy state, nor less myself do make ; 
Nor to possess thy name, mine -own would I forsake : 
Nor would I, as thou dost, ambitiously aspire 
To tlmist my forked top into tb' etherial fire. 
For, didst thou taste the sweets that on my face do breathy 
Above thou wouldst not seek what I enjoy beneatli ; 
Besides, the sundry soils I everywhere survey. 
Make me, if better not, thy equal every way. 
And more, in our defence, to answer those, with spite 
That term us barren, rude, and void of all dehght ; 
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We Mountains, to tlie ]a.nd, like warts or wens to be, 

By which, fdr'st living things disfigur'd oft they see ; 

This strODgly to perform, a well-stiiff'd bnun would need. i\ 

And many Hilla there be, if they tliis cause would heed, 

Having their rising tops familiar wjth the sky 

(From whence all wit proceeds) that fitter were than I 

The task to imdertake. As not a man that sees 

Mounchdemii/, ElormA Hill, with Breedm, and the Clres, m 

And many more a^ great, and nearer me than they, 

But tliinks, in our defence they far much more coold say. 

Yet, falling to my lot, This stoutly I maintain [Plain, 

'Gainst Forests, Valleys, Fields, Groves, Rivers, Pasture, 

And all their flatter kind {so much that do rely -"^Jl 

Upon their feedings, flocks, and their fertility) ^^H 

The Mountain is the King : and he it ia aloue ^^H 

Above the other soils that Nature doth inthrone. ^^^| 

For Mountains be like Men of brave heroic mind, 

With eyes erect to heaven, of whence themselves they find; w 

Whereas the lowly Vale, as earthly, like itself. 

Doth never further look than how to purchase pelt 

And of their hatfuU siteg, the Vales that boast them thus, 

Ne'er had been what they are, had it not been for us : 

For, from the rising banks that strongly mound them in, m 

The Valley (as betwixt) her name did first begin : 

And almost not a Brook, if she her banks do fill, 

But hath her plenteous spring from Mountain or from Hill. 

If Mead, or lower Slade, grieve at the room we take. 

Know that the snow or rain, descending oft, doth make i»: 

The fruitful Valley fat, vrith what from us doth glide. 

Who with our Winter's waste maintain their Summer's pride. 

And to you lower Lands if terrible we seem, 

And cover'd off; with clouds; it is your foggy steam 

The powerful Sun exhales, that in the cooler day ~ 

Unto this region com'n, about our tops doth stay. 
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And, what's the Grove, so much that thinks her to be grac'd, 

K not above the rest upon the Mountain plac'd. 

Where she her carl6d head unto the eye may show 1 

For, ia the easy Vale if she he set below, no 

What is she but obscure ? and her more dampy shade 

And covert, but a den for beasts of ravin made t 

Besides, we are the marks, which looking from an high, 

The traveller beholds; and with, a cheerful eye 

Doth thereby shape his course, and freshly doth pursue iis 

The way which long before lay tedions ia hia view. 

What Forest, Ilood, or Field, that standeth not iii awe 
Of Sina, or shall see the sight that Mountain saw J 
To none hut to a Hill such grace was ever given : 
As on his back, 'tis said, great Atltu bears up heaven. im 

So Latmus by the wise Endyraion^ ia renown'd ; 
That Hill, on whose high top he was the first that found 
Pale Phabe's wand'ring course ; eo skilful in her sphere, 
As some stick not to say that he enjoy'd her there. 

And those Chaste Maids, begot on Memory by Jove, las 
Not Tempt only love delighting in their Grove ; 
Nor Helicon their Brook, in whose delicious brims, 
They oft are ua'd to fcathe their clear and crystal limbs ; 
But high Parnassm have, their Mountain, whereon they 
Upon their golden lutes continually do play. laj 

Of these I more could tell, to prove the place our own, 
Than by his spacious Maps are by OiielUits shown. 

For Mountains this aufBce. Which scarcely had he told; 
Along the fertile fields, when Malverne might behold 
The Herefiyrdutn Floods, far distant though they be : 
For great men, as we find, a great way off can see. 
First, Frame with forehead clear, by Bromyard that doth glide^ I 
And taking Lodm in, their mixfid streams do guide, 






1 tounJ out the course of the Moon, 
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To meet their Sovereign Lug, from the Eadiwrfem Hun 

At PresCatfn coming in ; where he doth entertain 
The JFaiieU, as along he under Derfold goes : 
Her full and lusty eido to whom the Forest shows. 
As to allure fair Lug, ahode with her to make. 

Lug little Oney first, then Arro in doth take, 
At Lcmster, for whose wool whose staple doth excell. 
And seems to overmatch the golden Phrygian fell. 
Had this our Cokhos heen unto the Ancients known, 
When Honor was herself, and in her glory shown, 
He then that did command the Infantry of Greece, 
Had only to our Isle adventur'd for this Fleece. w 

Where hves the man bo dull, on Srilain's further shore, 
To whom did never sound the name of Lemsfer Ore )' 
That with the silkworm's weh for smallnesa doth compare; 
Wherein the winder shows his workmanship bo rare 
Aa dotli the fleece excel, and mocks her looser clew ; u 
As neatly bottom'd up as Nature forth it drew ; 
Of each in high'st accompt, and reckoni^d here as fine, 
§ As there th' Apidian fleece, or dainty Tarentyne. 
From thence hie lovely self for JVye he doth dispose, 
T() view the goodly flocks on each hand as he goes ; u 
And makes his journey short, with strange and sundry talM 
Of all their wondrous things; and, not the least, of IVala; 
Of that prodigious Spring (him neighbouring as he past) 
That httle Ashes' houea continually doth cast. 
Whose reason whilst he seeks industriously to know, i* 
A great way he hath gone, and Hereford doth show 
Her rising spires aloft ; when as the piincelj It^tfe, 
Him from hia Muse to wake, arrests him by and Ijy. 
Whose meeting to behold, with how well-ord'red grace 
Ulach other entertains, how kindly thny embrace ^ 

' TL« EicelJencj of i(w.(-c wool 
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For joy, so great a shout the bordering City sent, 

That with the sound thereof, which thorough Haywood went, 

The Wood-Nympha did awake that ia the forest won ; 

To know the sudden cause, and presently they roa 

With locks uncomb'd, for haste the lovely fFt/e to see its 

{The Flood that grac'd her most) this day should married be 

To that more lovely Lug ; a Eiver of much fame, 

That in her wandering hanks should lose his glorious name. 

For Hereford, although her Wy? she hold so dear. 

Yet Img (whose longer course doth grace the goodly Sheere, 

And with his plenteous stream so many Brooks doth bring) | 

Of all hers that be North is absolutely King, 

But Marcely, griev'd that he (the nearest of the rest, 
And of the Mountain-kind) not bidden was a guest 
Unto this nuptial feast, so hardly it doth take, 
As (meaning for the same his station to forsake) 
§ Inrag'd and mad with grief, himself in two did rive ; 
The trees and hedges near, before him up doth drive. 
And dropping headlong down, three days together fall : 
Which, bellowing as he went, the rocks did so appall, im i 
That they him passage made, who cotes and chapels crush'd; 
So violently he into his valley nish'd. 
But Wye (from her dear Lag whom nothing can restrain. 
In many a pleasant shade, her joy to entertain) 
To Ro»S6 her course directs ; and right her name* to show, 
Oft windeth in her way, as back she meant to go, i«b 

Meander, who is said so intricate to be. 
Hath not so many turns, nor crankling nooks aa she. 

The Herefordian fields when well-near having pass'd. 
As she is going forth two sister Brooks at last too 

That soil her kindly sends, to guide her on her way; 
Neat Gamar, that gets in swift Garran: whioh do lay 



ir Om!/, ao ualled (iu the Briliali) of her ainuoaity, or tuio.™*. 
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Their waters in one bank, augmenting of her train. 
To grace the goodly Wye, as ehe doth pass by Dtant. 

Beyond whose equal spring unto the West doth lie « 
The goodly Goldm Vale, whose luscious scents do fly 
More free than ^^Wa's sweets; andtwixt her bordering hilla 
The air with such delights and delicacy fills. 
As makes it loth to stir, or thence those sin ells to bear. 
Th' liesptrides scarce had such pleasures as be there ; n 
Which sometime to attain, that mighty son of Jove 
One of hia Labors made, and with the Dragon strove, 
That never clos'd his eyes, the golden fruit to ^ard ; 
As if t' enrich this place, from others, Nature spar'd : 
Banks crown'd with curi^d Groves, from cold to keep tt 

Plain, 1 

Fields batfull, flow'ry Meads, in state them to maintun ; 
Floods, to make fat those Meads, from mivble veins til 

spont, 
To show the wealth within doth answer that without. 
So brave a Nymph she is, in every thing so rare, 
Aa to sit down by her, she thinks there's none should dd 
And forth she sends the Doire, upon the fff/e to wait, i 
Whom Munno by the way more kindly doth intreab 
(For Eslde, her most lov'd, and Olton's only sake) 
With her to go along, till JVye she overtake. 
To whom she eon descends, from danger her to shield, | 
That th' Mormmethian parts from th' Heref&rdian iield. 

Which manly Malvern sees from furthest of the Sheerer 
On the Wigomian waste when Northward looking n«ar, 
On CorsKQod casts his eye, and on his home-born Chas^' 
Then constantly beholds, with an unusual pace j 

Teame with her tribute come unto the Cambrian Queen,' ' 
Near whom in all this place a River's scarcely sei 
' Mutcem Chase. - Stverne. 
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'Vhai. dare avouch her name ; Tewme scorning any spring 
But what with her along from SkropskiTe she doth bring. 
Except one nameless stream that Malvern, sends her in, * 
And Laughern though but email; when they such grace that 

There thrust in with the Brooks inclosiid in her bank. 

Temw lastly thither com'n with water is so rank, 

As though she would contend with Sabrine, and doth crav 

Of place (by her desert) precedency to have : !■ 

Till chancing to behold the other's godlike grace, 

So strongly is surpris'd with beauties in her face 

By no means she could hold, but needaly she must sho'w 

Her liking; and herself doth inta Sabrine throw, 

Not far from him again when Malvern doth perceive n 
Two hills, which though their heads so high they do not I 

heave, 
Yet duly do observe great Malvern, and afford 
Him reverence : who again, as fits a gracious Lord, 
Upon his subjects looks, and equal praise doth give 
That Woodberry so nigh and neighbourly doth live 
With Abbtrley his friend, deserving well such fame 
That Scaion in his Maps forgot them not to name : 
Which, though in their mean types small matter doth appear, 
Yet both of good account are reckon'd In the Sheere, 
And highly grac'd of Teame in hia proud passing-bj. jf 

When soon the goodly IVyre, that wonted was so high 
Her stately top to rear, ashamed to behold 
Her straight and goodly woods unto the fomact sold 
(And looking on herself, by her decay doth see 
Tlie misery wherein her sister Forest* be) 31: 

Oi Eridcthon'a end begins her to bethink,' 
And of hie cruel plagues doth wish they all might drink 

' A Fablo in Ovid's Mm. 
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That thus have them despoil'd : then of her own despigii; 

That she, in whom her Town fair Beudlei/ took delist, 

And from her goodly seat coDceiv'd bo great a pride, 

In Sciieme on her East, IS^i/re on the setting side. 

So naked left of woods, of pleasure, and forlorn, 

Ab she that lov'd her most, her now the moat doth scom 

With endless grief perplex'd, her stubhom breast she straks, 

And to the deafened air thus passionately spake : v> 

You Dryades, that are swd with oaks to live and die, 

Wherefore in our distress do you our dwellings fly. 

Upon this monetrouB Age and not revenge our wrong? 

For cutting down an oak that justly did belong 

To one of Ceres' Nymphs, in 2'hessaly that grew -•: 

In the Dodonean Grove (0 Nymphs !) you cotdd pursue 

The son of Perops then, and did the Goddess stir 

That villainy to wreak the Tyrant did to her ; 

Who with a dreadfud frown did blast the growing grain, 

And having from him reft what should his life maintain, > 

She unto Scythia sent, for Hunger him to gnaw. 

And thrust her down his throat, into his stanchless maw ; 

Who, when nor sea nor land for him sufficient were. 

With his devouring teeth hie wretched flesh did tear. 

This did you for one Tree : but of whole Forests they m 
That in these impious times have been the vile decay 
(Whom I may justly call their Country's deadly foes) 
'Gainst them you move no Power, their spoil unpnnish'd goes. 
I How many grieved souls in future time shall starve, 
I For that which they have rapt their beastly lust to serve! so 
We, sometime that the state of faniou& Britain were. 
For whom she was renown'd in Kingdoms far and near. 
Are ransack'd ; and our Trees so hack'd above the ground, I 
That, where their lofty tops their neighbouring Countries I 
cro„'d, I 

Their trunks {like aged folks) now bare and naked stand, « 1 
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C As ior revenge to heaven each held a withered hand : 
And where the goodly herds of high-palm'd harts did gaze 
Upon the pasaer-by, there now doth only graze 
The gail'd-back carrion jade, and hurtfid swine do spoil 
Once to the Sylvan Powers our consecrated soil. iii» 

This utter'd she with grief: and more she would have spoke : 
When the Salopian Floods her of her purpoae broke, 
And silence did enjoin ; a list'ning ear to lend 
To Seveme, which was thought did mighty things intend. 
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jrafiWHE Muse yet liorera over JFtUes, and liere sings i 
I^^H inner tenitoriea, with port of the Seneme bU 
IEjSbI and her Englinh neighbourB. 

7. That fraught frompUmieoiis Powse icitk their supeijluous U 

Manure the bat/ull March 

Wales (aa is before touched) divided into thr^e p« 
Nortit- Wales, Smihr Walts, and PowtS8,-> this laat is li 
meant, compriaing pajt of Bred-nock, Radnor, and Jfl 
ijomery. The division hath its beginning attributed to I 
three sons of Rodtrk the Great,^ Mmiin, Gadeih, and jiruxn 
who possessed them for their portions hereditary, aa tl 
are named. But out of an old book of Wtlsk law^ D^ 
Powd afSrmB those tripartite titles more ancient. I ka 
that the division and gift is different in Caradoc LhaTuan 
from that of Girald ; but no great consequence of admittj 
either here. Those three princes were called in .ftij 
9 tritlDDSoc Calaethtoi,* because" every of them wat«ii{ 
his bonnet or helmet, & coronet of gold, being a broad li 




Tripartite divinion of Waits. 

Girald. Comb. Descript. cap. 2. DCoo.l 

The three crowned Prinoea. 

D. PoweL ad Caradoc. LhEuicarvan. 



"^jM 



THE SEVENTH SONO. 183 

; or head-band, indented upward, set and wrought with pre- 
* cious stones, which in British or Wdsh is call'd I^Uttfi, 
which name Nurses give to the upper band on a child's head. 
Of this form (I mean of a band or wreath) were the ancientest 
of crowns,' as appears in the description of the Uida/rk, and 
Tiara of the Persians in Glesias, Q. CuHius, and Xenophon, 
crowns of oak, grass, parsley, olives, myrtle, and such, among J 
the Greeks and Romans, and in that express name of Dtadevui^ J 
Bgnifying a Band, of which, whether it have in our tongUBj 
community with that Banda, derived out of the Carian^ intoa 
Italian, expressing victory, and so, for ominous good worda, J 
ia translated to Ensigns and Standards (as in Oriental Storiraf 
the words Batia, and BccvJo^jso; often show) I must not herfrV 
inquire. Molmutius first^ used a golden Crown among the | 
British, and, as it seems by tha same authority, AllidsUm 3 
among the Saxons. But I digrRss. By the March under-l 
Btand tbose limits between Engtund and Wales, which eon- f 
tinuing from North to South, join the Welsh Shires to Hero- 1 
ford, ShTOpshire, and the English part, and were divers] 
Baronies, divided from any Shire untU Hen. VIII.* by Act of / 
Parliament annexed some to Wa-lea, other to England. The 
Barons that lived in them were called Lord Marchers, and 
by tjie name of Marehtones,^ i.e., Mm-quesses. For so Boger 
of Mortimer,' James of Avddeg, Roger of Clifford, Roger of 
Leihim, Eaimo L'E^range, Hugh of TitrbervU (which by sword 
adventured the ransom of Henry III. out of Simfm of Moni- 
fart his treacherous imprisonment, after the Battle of L^nm) 
are called Marchiones WoIUcb;* and Edward III. created 

' Crowna, Biadenu, Band. 

' Staphftn. itifl) «oX, 
rithid Mverw. 2, a, 
conforas, et 

" G>lfred. 
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Rogtr of Mwlhiter Earl of March, aa if you should say, of i 
Umits twbct Wales and England, Mtuvz, or itInrCf aignifj 
a l>ound or limit ;' aa to the Third Song more largely. Ai 
hence is supposed the original of that honorary title of Jfff 
qntss, which is as much as a Lord of the Frontiers, or sod 
like; although I know divers other are the derivatitfn 
which the Feudist^ have imaged. These Martken hii 
their laws in their Baronies, and for matter of suit, if itbul 
been twixt Teuante holding of thera, then was it commencel 
in their own Courts aod determined ; if for the Baroi 
itself, then in the King's Court at WeslmtJister, by W* 
directed to the Sheriff of the next English Shire adjoimig 
as Glocester, Sereford, and some other. For the King's Writ* 
did not run in Wales as in Englii'nd, untU by Statute 4l 
Principality was incorporated witli the Crown ; as appon 
in an old Eeport^ whera one was committed for esloigniiigi 
ward into Jl'ales, (aira polvsUihjn Megis under Hen. HE 
Afterward Edw. I.* made some Shires iu it, and altered tb 
customs, conforuiiitg them in Bome sort to the English, aail 
the Statute of Jinlhlan jou have it largely, and under Edv, Q 
to a Parliament' at Ym-lce were summoned twenty-four «| 
of North- Wales, and as many out of Scuth-Wah^. But mi 
withstanding all this, the Marchts continued as distinct;uii 
iu them wei'e, for the most pait, those controverted tatk 
which in our Ijaw-anna!s are referred to Wales. Fortb 
divided Shires were, as it seems, or should have been mi 
ject to the English form ; but the particulars hereof are nnf 
for this room : if you are at all conversant in our law, I sen 
you to my margtu. ,■** if not, it Bcarce concerns you. 
' For the Limits see to the next lioag. 

• Ad Conet. Fend. 2. tit. quis dioator Dux et Jurisconsalti bk^ 
" But see to tie Ninth Song mora pattioularly. 

• 13. H»t. 3. tit. Card. 147. * Stat. Knthland. 12 Ei. l.i 
" 14. Ed. 2. dors. olaiiB. mem. 13. 
' Vid. 18. £d. 2. tit. Asaise 382. 13. Ed. 3. Juriadict. 23. 6. .ffe»J 

I, 34. 1. Ed. 3. t. 14. «t WL-piua in tumalibus Juris uoatri. ' 
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10. Ihe higre wUdly raves. 

bis violence of the waters' Tnadneas, declared by" the 
A 30 expressed in an old Moak,^ which ahout four J 
nundred years since, says it was called the Hlyre io English. I 
To make more deacription of it, were but to resolve the ] 
Author's poem. 

S3. Wilhin ker hdlaw woods the Satyrs tJuU did won. 
By the Satyrs ravishing the Sea-Nymphs into this mari- 
time Forest of Deam (lying between Wye and Seveme in I 
Glocester), with Seveme's suit to N^lune, and his provision I 
of remedy, you have, poetically described, the rapines which I 
were committed along that shore, by such as lurked in these I 
shady receptacles, which he properly titles Suf»/rs,that name I 
coming from an Eastern* root, signifying to hide, or lie k 
&e that ali-knowingt Isaac Casauhon hath at large (among ' 
other his unmeasurable benefits to the state of learning) 
taught us. The English were also ill-intreated by the JFelsk 
in their passages here, until by Act of Parliament remedy 
was given ; as you may see in the Statute'6^ preamble, which i 
satisfiea the fiction. | 

B3. frhilst Malveme King of Mills fair Seveme overlooks. 
Hereford and TForcesler are by these hills seven miles in 
length confined; and rather, in respect of the adjacent valeB, 
than the Mil's self, understand the attribute of excellency. 
Upon these is the supposed Vision of Piefs Plowman, done, as 
is thought, by BcAert Langland,* a, Shropshire man, in a kind 
of English metre : which for discovery of the infecting cor- 
ruptions of those times, I prefer before many more seemingly 

' Guil. MalmeBbur. lib. 4. de Gest Pontifioum. * ttid. 

tnanrtariifiaii'. lib. do Satyra. Merit6 mdigetatur hoc upitheto 1 
longii iloctiaHiiniis A doctisfcimu Don. UeuiHiu iu minot. od Uoratiiun. I 
^ Stat. 9. Hen. G. unp. 5. ^ About time of Hdvxtrii 111. 
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BeriouB inrectivea, as well for invention as judgmenl 1 
I have read that the author's uFinie was John Maii«i<t 
Fellow of Oriel College in Oxford, who finished itinnT 
Edw. III. 1 

168. As there Ih' Apulian fieea, or dainty Tarentine, 
In Apuglia and the upper Caiabria of Italy, the Wool iuiil 
been ever famous for finest Bscellence:' insomuch tliiEt)] 
preserving it from the injury of earth, bushes, and wej 
the shepherds used to clothe their eheep with skins. 
indeed was so chargeable in these and other kind of 
about it, that it scarce requited cost. 

187. himself in (wo did rive. 

Alludbg to a prodigious division of Marcly biW, in 
earthquake of late time ;' which most of all was in tha 
parts of the Island. 

' Varr. de Re Kustio. 2. cap. 2, ; Columell. lib. 7. cap. 4. 
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The Argument. 

The goodly Seveme braveig amga 
The noUeal of her British Kkagi ; 
At Ctesar'a landing mhal ioe vmre. 
And of Ok. Bomaa ComjuegfR here : 
Then nhotos, to her dear Bntooa'/onic^ ' 

ffow quictlg christned Oity beeamt ; 
And of itmr cotutanq/ doth boagt. 
In gundryfoTt-imea ulraageb/ tott : 
Then doth the Saxons' landing Idl, 
And how by Ihaa tlie BiitoDa/elt ; " 

Glieere the Salopian MouTilama high, 
ThaCoathe Weel of SeverDe Be : 
Coils down each Riveretfrom her spring, 
Thar Queen upon her way la bring : 
' , Whom domn to BragQ the Afust attends ; " 

Where, teaving her, thia Song she end*. 

SO Salop nhea herself clear Sahrine comes to show, 
And wisely her bethinka the way ahe had to go, 
South-westward casts her course; and with an 
amorous eye 
se Countries whence she came, surveyeth (passing by) 
ie lands in ancient times old Cambria claim'd her due, a 
refuge when to her th' oppressed Bntona flew ; 
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By EmtUminwwmmrp'i, «fa> (pHt tk ii iiwtiT 
H<er sam mmI » » wjg » hwh) Iml taken i iiiU y 
Wliicfa Ae bcr llanfcn Bu^: w^rcty thoM EEOk 

Aad Enen Mood diignc'd ; a ee oa atii ^ it thn 

S Tlut all witboot tlat littud wlddt JVemM Q^ 

To nm from Softh to Sovth, athwatt the CawAriim wUl^ 

Could E»glamd not snfiee, bA tint tb Btn^g^tng 0^^ 

Whicb in the hart of ff^«fat wm aomeliBie aid to Iji^ 

Haw on^ fiw bcr baimd jitood Englmad did prefer: 

ThatSEtKnM, vImb ihe sees the wm^ Aas «d^rad hei^ 

Tho^i bj injonoas T^ne d«|Kn«d of that place 

Which aadentlj Act hdd : ^ loth that ha disgnee 

Should OB the Brittms fight, the HOk and £iTc» near 

Anaodf to her caDs, ooniiBaiidiiig them to hear 

In her dear childiai's n^it (their aBeeston of yore, 

Kbw- thn»L betwixt hasidf, and the UrgiriaH shof^ 

{ Who diare the Giants hesce that of the estth were hni, 

And of the spacioiis Isle hecaoie the sorera^n head) 

What from authentic boc^ she libeial]; could say. 

Of which wfaibt ihie betfaon^ ha. Westward every way, 

The MoBfitaiiM, floodc, and Slescs. to eileiiee them betake: 

When Stnrm lowling low, thos gnvely them bespahe : 

How mi^ity was that man, and bonour'd still to be. 
That gave this lale his name, and to his children thi«e » 
Three Eingdoms in the same ! which, time doth now den;^ 
With his anival here, and primer monarchy. 

iMffria,^ thoogh thou canst thy Locrine easly loee, 
Yet Cambria,^ him, whom Fate her andent Foouder choce, : 
In no wise wiU forego ; nay, should Albaiu^ leave M 

{ Her AUianad tot aid, and to the Sryliuan cleave. I 

And thoDgh remorseless jR0n«f, which first did as enthialj, .' 
Aa barbarous but esteem'd, and Gtich'd not so to call; 
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The ancient BrUons yet a aceptred King obey'd 

\ Three hundred years before^nwi'agreatfoundationlaid; » 

And had a thousand years an Ecnpire strongly stood, 

Ere Ciisar to her shores here stemm'd the circling flood ; 

g And long before, borne arms against the barbarous Huii, 

Here landing with intent the Isle to over-run : 

And following them in flight, their General Huntber drown'd 

In that great arm of sea, by his great name renown'd ; m 

And her great Buildera had, her Cities who did rear 

With Fanea unto her Gods, and Fiamins^ everywhere. 

Nor Troynommi alone a City long did stand ; 

But after, soon again by Ebrank'a pow'rful hand so 

Torke. lifts her Towers aloft : which scarcely finish'd was, 

But aa they, by those Kings j bo by Rudhvdibras, 

KenSs first and famous Town,i with WhvJiester, arose ; I 

And other, others built, as they fit places chose. | 

So Snlam to her praise, of alt conditions brings ; a 

The warlike, as the wise. Of her courageous Kings, 
Brule Gremshkld : to whose name we providence impute. 
Divinely to revive the Land's first Conqueror, Bruk. 

So had she those were leam'd, endu'd with nobler parts i 
As, he from learned Oreeee, that (by the hberal Arts) m 

§ To Stamford, in this Isle, seem'd Athens to transfer ; 
Wise Bladvd, of her Kings that great Phihsnpher; 
Who found our boiling Baths ; and in his knowledge high. 
Disdaining human paths, here practised to fly. 

Of justly- vex^d Ldre, and those who last did tug na 

In worse than civil war, the sons^ of Gorbodug 
(By whose unnatural strife the Land so long was tost) 
I cannot stay to tell, nor shall my Britain boast ; 
But, of that man which did her Monarcliy restore. 
Hot first imperial Crown of gold that ever wore, 70 
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Aud that most gloriouB type of aovereignty ngua'i; 
MulmnUm: who this Land in Euch estate maintdiii'd 
As hia great bel-6ire Brate from Albion's heirB it won. 
§ This graud-cbild, great as he, those four proodBt 

That each way crosa this Isle, and bounds did them ll 
Like privilege he lent the Temple and the Ploir:. 
So studious was this Prince in his most forward jq 
To the Celestial power, and to the Public weaL \ 

Bd'mus he begot, who Dado, proud subdu'd j 
And Brmnus,^ who abroad a worthier war pun 
Asham'd of civil strife ; at home here leaving a 
And with such goodly Youth, in Germany and i 
As he had gather'd up, the Alpine Mountains c 
And bravely on the banks of fatal Allia chaa'd 
The Eomiins (that her stream distainSd with their gore) 
And through proud Rime, display'd his British ensign ba 
§ There, balancing his sword against her baser gdd, 
The Senators for slaves he in her Forum sold. 
At last, by pow'r expell'd, yet proud of late success, 
U is forces then for Greece did instantly address ; 
Aiid marching with his men upon her fruitful face. 
Made Macedmt first stoop; then Thessaly, and Thraet; 
H is soldiers there enrioh'd with all Pemia's spoil ; 
And where to Greece he gave the last and deadliest foil, 
In that most dreadful fight, on that more dismal day, 
O'erthrew their utmost prowess at sad Tliermopylo! ; 
And daring of her Gods, adventur'd to have ta'en 
Those sacred things enshrin'd in wise Apollo's Fane : [wi 
To whom when thund'ring Heaven pronounc'd her fea^ 
§ Against the Delphian Power he shak'd his ireful avoid. 

As of the Bniisk blood, the native Ca/n^i here 
(So of my Camliria call'd) those valiant CymM wei 
' Beliuus uid BreonuB. 
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^lien Britain with her brood s< 
^he soil could not suffice, it daily grew so great) 

'^ Denmarke who themselves did anciently possess, m;. I 

|jid to tliat strait'ned point, that utmost chersoneas, I 

My Country's name bequeath'd; whence Cymbrica it toolc: I 

1,'et long were not compris'd within that little nook, I 

^u.t with those jilmaine pow'rs this people issued forth : I 

|And like some boist'roua wind aiising from the North, iia I 

^3ame that unwieldy host; that, which way it did move, I 

aChe very burthenous earth before it seem'd to shove, 1 
And only meant to claim the Universe its own. 
^ this terrestrial Globe, as though some world unknown, 

jBy pampered Nature's store too prodigally fed us J 

'And surfeiting there-with) her Burcrease vomited, J 

These roaming up and down to seek some settling room, 1 

^irat hke a deluge fell upon llhjricwm, I 

,And with his Roman pow'rs Fapyrius over-threw ; I 

Then, by great &/?«* brought against those Legions, slew ijo I 

Their forces which in France Aurelius Scaunis led ; J 

And afterward again, as bravely vanquished J 

The Consuls Capio and stout Manlius, on the Plain, I 

"Where Rhodanus was red with blood of Latins slain.. 1 

In greatness next succeeds Belinit/ worthy son, lii 1 
GurgvMus : who soon left what his great Father won, 
To Guynkline his heir : whose Queen,' beyond her kind, 

In her great husband's peace, to shew her upright mind, j 

§ To wise Molmuthii laws, her Martian first did frame : I 

From which we ours derive, to h*r eternal fame, ua 1 

So Britain forth with these, that valiant Bastard brought, I 

Morindus, Danius' son, which with that Monster^ fought I 

His subjects that devour'd ; to shew himself again I 

Their Martyr, who by them selected was to reign, I 

* A great General of tlioBe Northern HittionB. * Martia I 
■ A certain Monatiir often Uauing from tlie Sea, devoured ilivor**] 

ef the Britidi people. i 
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So Briiam likewiae lionsta her Elidwre the jusi, ■ (^ 
Who with hU people was of such especial trust. 
That (Arrhigalio fall'ti iiito their general hate, I ^ 

And by their powerful hand depriv'd of kingly atat*) 
Unto the Eegal Chair they Elidure advanc'd : 
But long he had not reiga'd, ere liai)pUy it chane'd, 
In hunting of a hart, that iu the forest wild. 
The late deposed King, himself who bad exil'd 
From all resort of men, just EUditre did meet ; 
Who much unlike himself at EUdunis' feot, 
Him proatrating with tears, his tender breast so stronk 
That he (the BrUish rule who lately on him took 
At th' earnest people's pray'rs) him calling to the Conn, 
There Arckigalh's wrongs so lively did report, 
Relating (in Ms right) his lamentable case, 
With so effectual speech imploring their high grace, 
That him they re-inthron'd ; in peace who spent his dqij 

Then Elidure again, crown'd with applausive pnis^ 
Aa he a brotlier rais'd, by brothers was depos'd. 
And put into the Tow'r : where miserably incIoB'd, 
Out-hving yet their hate, and the Usurpers dead. 
Thrice had the Bntkh Crown set on his reverend head. 

When more than thirty Kings in fair succession 
Unto that mighty Lad, in whose eternal name 
§ Great London still shall hve (by him rebuilded) whili 
To Cities she remains the Sovereign of thie Isle. » 

And when commanding Rome to Casar gave the charge^ i 
Her Empire (but too great) still further to enlarge 
With all beyond the Alps ; the aids he found to pass 
From these parts into Gaul, shew'd here some Kation w» ' 
Undaunted that remain'd with Mome's so dreadful name, n 
That durst presume to aid those she decreed to tame. 
Wherefore that matchless man, whose high ambition wrongW 
Beyond her Empire's bounds, by shipping wisely sought 
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*e prowling on the shores) this Island to descry, 
f tot people hei possess'd, ho^ fashioa'd she did lie : i;^ 
ii^ere scarce a stranger's foot defil'd her virgin breast, 
||^ce her first Conqueror Bmie here put his powers to rest ; 
tily some httle boats, from Gunl that did her feed 
ijith trifles, which she took for niceneaa more than need : 
-it aa another world, with aU abandonee blest, its 

|nd satisfied vrith what she in herself possest ; 
brough her excessive wealth (at length) till wanton grown, 
3me Kings (with other lands that would enlarge their own) 
y innovating arms an open passage made 
or him that gap'd for all (the Roman) to invade. iso 

"et with gTim-visag'd war when he her shores did greet, 
-Ud terriblest did threat with his amazing fleet, 
*hose British bloods he found, his force that durst assail, 
pad poured from the cleeves their shafts like show'rs of hail 
Jpon his helmed head ; to tell him as he came, its 

?hat they (from all the world) yet feared not his name : 
Vhich their undaunted spirits soon made that Conqueror 

feel, 
iffc vent'ring their bare breasts 'gainst his oft-bloodied stec-1 ; 
jid in their chariots charg'd : which they with wondrous 

skill 
ould turn in their awift'st course upon the steepest hill, ihl- 
,nd wheel about his troops for vantage of the ground, 
ir else disrank his force where entrance might be found : 
4id from their arm^d seats their thrilling darts could throw -, 
Ir nimbly leaping down, their valiant swords bestow, 
jid with an active sldp remount themselves agiun, luft 

saving the Homan horse behind them on the plain, 
jid beat him back to Qavl his forces to supply ; 
A they the Gods of Rt/me and Ccesar did defy. 
Cassibulan renown'd, the Britons' faithful guide, 
iTio when th' lialian pow'rs could no way be denied, wu 
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But wo\ild this lale subdue ; their forces to fore-lay. 

Thy forests thou didst fell, their speedy course to atay : 

§ Those armed stakes in Tames that stuck'st, their horse Co 

Which boldly durst attempt to forage on thy shore ; [gore 

Thou such hard entrauce here to Ciesar didst allow, aa. 

To whom (thyself except) the WeBtern world did bow. 

§ And more than Cieum- got, three Emperors could not win, 

Till the courageous sons of our Cunobdin 

Bunk under Ptaiilitts' sword, sent hither to discuss 

The former Soman right, by arms again, with us. liii 

Nor with that Consul join'd, Vespasian could pre%'ail 

In thirty several fights, nor make them stoop their sail. 

Yea, had not his brave son, young Tiius, past their hopes, 

His forward Father fetch'd out of the British troops. 

And quit him wondrous well when he was strongly eharg'il, 

His Father (by his hands so vaUantly enlarg'd) a* 

Had never more seen Borne ; nor had he ever spilt 

The Temple that wise son of faithful David built, 

Subverted those high walls, and Ijud that City waste 

Which Grod, in human flesh, above all other grac'd. -m 

No marvel then thoughfiome so great her conquest thought, 
In that the Isle of fFight she to subjection brought. 
Our Bdgm* and subdued (a people of the West) 
That latest came to us, our least of all the rest j 
When Claiidiiis, who that time her wreath-imperiaj wore.iti 
Though scarce he shew'd himself upon our Southern shore, 
It scom'd not in his style ; but, due to that his praise. 
Triumphal arches claim'd, and to have yearly plays ; 
The noblest naval crown, upou his palace pitch'd ; 
As with the Ocean's spoil his Home who had enrich'd. » 

Her Caradock (with cause) so Britain may prefer; 
Than whom, a braver spirit was ne'er brought forth by her; 

' A people then inhibiting Hamp, Dortd, Witt, lud Somerset ihlrffi 
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For whilst here in the West the Britons gathei^d head. 
This General of the rest, hia stout Siluren^ led 
I Against Osiorius, sent by Ccesar to this place 

With Home's high fortune (then the high'st in Fortmi&Tj 

grace) 
A long and doubtful war with whom he did maintain, 
Until that hour wherein his valiant Brikrm slain, 
He grievously beheld (o'erprest with Roman pow'r) 
Himself well-near the last their wrath did not devour. 
When (for revenge, not fear) he fled (as trusting most, 
Another day might win, what this had lately lost) 
To Cartismwidiia, Queen of Erigants^ for her aid, 
He to his foes, by her, most falsely was hetray'd. 
Who, as a spoil of war, t' adorn the Triumph sent 
To great Ostorius due, when through proud Rome he went, 
That had herself prepar'd (as she had all been eyes) 
Our Cwradock to view; who in liis country's guiae, 
§ Came with his body nak'd, his hair down to his waist. 
Girt with a chain of steel ; hia manly breast inchaa'd 
With sundry shapes of beasts. And when this Briton saw | 
His wife and children bound as slaves, it could not aw 
His manliness at all : but with a. settled grace, 
"Undaunted with her pride, he look'd her in the face : 
And with a speech so grave ae well a prince became. 
Himself and hia redeem'd, to our eternal fame. 

Then liomt's great Tyrant* next, the last's adopted heir, I 
That brave Suetonius sent, the Brilish coasts to clear ; 
The utter spoil of Mon" who strongly did pursue 
(Unto whose gloomy strengths, th' revolted Briions flew) ■i{, I 
There ent'ring, he beheld what strook him pale with dreail: ] 
The frantic British froea, their hair dishevelled, 

' Those of Moixmouih, bdiI the adjoceat Sliirea. 

' Thoae of YorlieliiTe, and thereby. * Nero. 

' Aiiyltai:!/, the chief place of raeidence of the Dniiiln. 




1<JG POLY-OLBIOK, 

With fire-brands ran about, like to their furious eyes ; 
And from the hollow woods the fearless Druidea; 
Who with their direful threats, and execrable vowa, 
Inforc'd the troubled heaven to knit her angry brows. 

And as here in the West the Rmnans bravely wan, 
So all upon the East the Britons over-ran : 
§ The Colony long kept at Mmidiyn,, overthrown. 
Which by prmligious signs was many times fore-shown, si 
And often had dismay'd the Boman soldiers : when 
Brave Voadida made with her reaolved'st men 
To Fhvlam ;' whose siege with fire and aword she plied, 
Till luvell'd with the earth. To London as she hied. 
The Consul coming in with his auspicious aid, k 

The Queeo {to quit her yoke no longer that dela/d) 
Him dar'd by dint of sword, it hers or his to try. 
With words that courage show'd, and with a voice as high' 
(lu her right hand her Inunce, and in her left her shield, 
As both the battles stood prepared in the field) m 

Incouraging her men : whieh resolute, as strong, 
U])on the Rinnan ruah'd ; and die, the rest among. 
Wades in that doubtful war : till lastly, when slie saw 
The fortune of the day unto the Itonuin draw, 
The Queen (f out-live her friends who highly did 
And lastly, for proud Borne a Triumph to reinainj 
§ By poison ends her days, unto that end prepar'cl^l 
As lavishly to spend what Suelmiiu^ spar'd. 

Him scarcely Borru! recnll'd, such glory having 
But bravely to proceed, as erst she had begun, 
AifTkola here made her great Lieutenant then : 
Who having settled Mon, that man of all her inei 
Appointed by the powers apparently to 
The wearied BriUms sink, and eas'ly in 
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Beneath his fatal sword the Ordones^ to fall =3.^ 

Inhabiting the West, thoae people last of all 

Which Btoutl'est him with-stood, ronown'd for martial worth. J 

Thence leading on his powers unto the'utinost North, J 
When ail the Towns that lay betwixt our Trmil and Twmi, I 
Suffic'd not (by the way) hia wasteful fires to feed, aoa J 

He there some Brilons found, who {to rebate their spleen, fl 
As yet with giiev^d eyes om" spoils not having seen) I 

Him at Mount Grampus^ m^t: which from his height beheld I 
Theni lavish of their lives ; who could not be compell'd 1 
The Roman yoke to bear 1 and Galgofus their guide ai* 1 

Amongst his murthered troops there resolutely died. I 

Eight RoTium Emperors reign'd since first that war began ; 
Great Julius Ccesar first, the last DomUian. 
A hundred thirty years the Northern Britons still, 
That would in no wise stoop to Rome's imperious will, 3ju 
Into the strait'n^d land with theirs retired far, 
In laws and manners since from us that different are ; J 

And with the Irish Bid, which to their aid they drew J 

(On them oft breaking in, who long did them pursue) J 

§ A tjreater to ns in our own bowels bred, ^ml 

Than Rimw, with much expense that us had conquered. I 

And when that we great Bojoe's ao much in time wera 1 
grown, I 

That she her choice durst leave to Princes of our own, I 

(Such as, within ourselves, our suffrage should elect) I 

§ AnAragus, born ours, here first she did protect ; 't» J 

Who faithfully and long, of labour did her ease. I 

Then he, our Fhtmina' seats wlio turn'd to Bishops' sees J 
Great Lucius, that good ICing : to whom we chiefly owe 
§ This happiness we have, Christ Crucified to know. ^ 

As Britain to her praise receiv'd the Christian f»' ' ' ^M 

After (that Word-made Man) our dear Hedeem< V 

' NiniJi-tKnlrit men. " In the mid*' H 
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Within two humlred years ; and His Disciples here. 
By their Great Master sent to preach Him everywhere, 
^^ Most reverently receiv'd, their doctrine and preferr'd; 
^^L Inteiriog him, whb' erst the Son of God interr'd. m 

^^1 So Britain's was she born, though Italy her crown'd, 
^^B Of all the Christian ^orld that Empress most renown'd, 
^^B § Coneiantiu^ wortiiy wife ; who scorning worldly loss, 
^^^ft Herself in person went to seek that Sacred Cross, 
^^^1 Wliereon our Saviour died : which found, a,s it was sought, 
^^^ftProm ScUem^ unto Eome triumphantly she brought. m 

^^^M As when the Primer Church her Councils pleas'd to call, 
^^B^ Great Britain's Bishops there were not the least of all ; 
^^V $ Agfunst the Arian Sect at Aries having room, 
^^M At Sardica again, and at Arimimim. w 

^H Now, when with various fate five hundred years had past, 
^H And Rome of her great charge grew weary here at last ; 
The Vimdak, Ooths, and ffvms, that with a powerful bead 
All Italy and France had well-near over-spread. 
To mach endanger'd Home sufficient warning gave, w 

t Those forces that she held, within herself to have. 
The Roman rule from us then utterly remoVd. 
Whilst, we, in sundry Fields our sundry fortunes prov'd 
With the remorseless Pid, still wasting us with war. 
And 'twixt the froward sire, licentious Vorliger, aw 

And his too froward son, young Vm-tmir, arose 
Much strife within ourselves, whilst here they interpose 
By turas each other's reigns ; whereby, we weak'n&l 
The warlike Swxon then into the land we drew ; 
A nation nurs'd in spoil, and fitt'st to undergo 
Our cause against thfl Pid, our most inveterate foe. 
When they, which we had hir'd for soldiers to the 
, Perceiv'd the wealthy Isle to wallow in her store, 

' Juatpk o£ AriiiuiChea. ' Jervealem. 
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And subtly had found out how we infeebl^d were ; 
Tliey, under false pretence of amity and cheer, sa 

The British Peers invite, the German healtha to view 
At Slmdiewje ; where they them nmnercifully slew. 

Then, those of Bruits great blood, of Armmick possest, 
Extremely griev'd to see their kinsmen bo diatrest, 
Us ofFred to relieve, or else with na to die : a 

We, after, to requite their noble curteaie, 
§ Eleven thousand maids sent those our friends again, 
In wedlock to be link'd with them of Bnde's high strain ; 
That none with Brtife's great blood, but Britons might be 

mixt : 
Such friendship ever was the stock of Troy betwixt. 
Out of whose ancient race, that warhke Arthur sprong ; 
Whose most renowned Acts Bha.ll sounded be as loDg 
As Britain's name is known : which spread themselves sowidiU 
As scarcely hath for fame left any roomth beside. 

My fFalns, then hold thine own, and let thy Britons sta 
Upon their right ; to be the noblest of the land. 
Think how much better 'tis, for thee, and those of thine. 
From Goda, and Heroes old, to draw your famous line, 
5 Than from the Scythian poor ; whence they themaelves 

derive 
AVliose multitudes did first you to the mountains drive. 
Nor let the spacious Mound^ of that great Mercian King 
(Into a lesser roomth thy burliness to bring) 
Include thee ; when myself, and my dear brother Dee,^ 
By nature were the bounds first limited to thee. [nea 

Scarce ended she her speech, but those great MountaiiU 
Upon the Cambrian part that all for Brut-us were, 
With her high truths infiara'd, look'd every one about 
To find their several Springs ; and bade them get them oill 

' The nneiant bounds of li'aka. 
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^F Aod in their fulness wait upon theii' sovereign Flood, 

^B In Britam's ancient right so bravely that had etuod. 

^P When first the furious Tenme, that on the Catnhiait siiJs 
Doth Shropshire as a meere from Serefnrd divide. 
As worthiest of the rest ; ao worthily doth crave 
That of those leaser Brooks the leading she might havej J 

tThe first of which is Ciun, that to her mistress cam«j^JB 
Which of a Forest* bom that bears her proper rtajof^^^ 
Unto tlie Golden Fale and anciently aUied, ^^H 

Of eveiything of both, sufficiently supplied, ^^B 

The longer that she grows, the more renown doth win t ' 
And for her greater state, next BradJUld bringeth in, w 
Which to her wider banka resigns a weaker stream. 

When fiercely making forth, the strong and lusty Team 
A friendly Forest-Nymph (nam'd MorMry) doth imbrace, 
Herself that bravely bears; twist whom and Brinffwood-Clvai, 
Her banks with many a wreath are curiously bedeckt, •• 
And in their safer shades they long-time her protect. 

Then takes she Onsy in, and forth from them doth fling: 
WTien to her further aid, next Botes, and Warren, bring 
Clear Quenny ; by the way, which Stradbrooke. up doth take; 
By whose united powers, their Tcame they mightier maket 
Which in her lively course to Lndloice comes at last, iii 
Where Cone into her stream herself doth head-long east. 
With due attendance next, comes Ledwkk and the lifiea. 

Then speeding her, as though sent post unto the Sea, 
Her native Shropshirs leaves, and bids those Towns adieu, « 
Her only sovereign Queen, proud Seveme to pursue. 

When at her going-out, those Mountains of command 
(The decs, like loving twins, and StiUersion tliat stand) 
Trans-SevernSd, heboid fair England tow'rds the rise, 
I And on their setting side, how ancient Cambna liea. 

" CCun ForesC. 



I 



TSE EIGHTn SONG. 201 



n Stlpperston a hill, though not of such r 
lany that are set here toVrda the going down, 
F^bose his own ailiee, that stood not fur away, 

D behalf of Waks directly seem'd to say ; 
Dear Comdmi, my deliglit, as thou art lov'd of me, ^ 
Ut&nd Bradon, as thou hop'st a Brikri, thought to be, 
■^o Cortock strongly cleave, as to our ancient friend, 
^A.nd ail our utmost strength to Cambria let us lend. 
For though that envious Time injuriously have wrong 
From us those proper names did first to us belong, 
I ^Yet for our Country still, stout Mountains let us stand. 
1^ Here, every neighbouring Hill held up a willing hand, 
'^ As freely to applaud what SCippenlon decreed : 
pjAnd Hocltstow when she heard the Mountains thus proceed, 
^With echoes from her Woods, her inward joys expreat, 4bi 
UTo hear that Hill she lov'd, which likewise lov'd her best, 
t Should in the right of Wxdes, his neighbouring Mountains 

stir, 
J So to advance that place which might them both prefer : 
I That she from open shouts could scarce herself refrain. 
When soon those other Eills to Sfcurne which retain, n" 
And 't ended not on Teame, thus of themselves do shoxv 
The service that to her they absolutely owe. 
First Camlet cometh in, a Moutdgomerian maid, 
Her source in Severiie's banks that safely having Itud, 
Mele, her great Mistress, next at Skivirsban/ doth meet, jj-. 
To see with what a grace she that fair Town doth greet ; 
Into what sundry gyres her wondered self she throws. 
And oft in-isles the shore, as wantonly she flows ; 
Of it oft taking leave, oft turns it to imhrace ; 
As though she only were enamonr'd of that place, *3u 

Her fore-intended course determined to leave, 
And to that most-loVd Town eternally to cleave : 
With much ado at length, yet bidding it adieu, 
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Her journey towards the Sea doth seriously porsae. 
Where, as along the shores she prosperously doth sweq), & 
Small Marbrooke maketh-in, to her inticing deep. 
And as she lends her eye to Bruge*s* lofty sight, 
That Forest-Nymph mild Morffe doth kindly her invite 
To see within her shade what pastime she could make : 
Where she, of Shropshire ; I my leave of Seveme take. » 

* Bruge-North. 




\ 
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B^^BjTILL are you in the H'eish March, and the Chora. 
J pr^iS I g''''^p''7 o^ t'''^ Song includes itself, for the most, 
^^^Sf^ vithin Shropshire's part over Seveme. 

11. Tliat all without the Mound thai Mercian Offa cast. 
Of the Marches in general you have to the next before. \ 
Thei particular bounds have been certain parts of Dee, Wye, i 
Seveme, and Offa's Dike. The ancientest is Severjie, but a | 
later is observed in a right line from Sirii/oiWAsiie* upon 
Wije, to Chester upon Bee, which was so naturally a Mere 
between these two Countries Wales and England, that by , 
apparant change of its channel toivards either aide supersti- 
tious judgment was used to be given of success in the fol- 
lowing year's battles of both nations; whence perhaps came j 
it to be called Bolt/ Dee, as the Author also often i 
Twist the mouths of Dee and Jf'i/e in this line (almost one 1 
hundred miles long) iras that Off'a'si Dike cast, after such 
time as he had besides his before-posaessed Merdand, ac- 
quired by conquest even almost what is now England. King 

* C'nradoc Lhano&rvan in Ciman Tindafthiiry. OiraJd. Xtil 
coil. 1 1. et Deacript, cap. 15. 
■ By CkcpMow iQ Monmiivlh. 
t UClauDtl-Otra. See to the Tenth iAoag for Dci. 
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HixriA'l^ m&de a law, that wimtsoevet Wdsh ti 
Dike with any kind of weapon should have, upon f^jpreM 
siun, hia rigiit hand cut off; Atlielslan after coDqueall 
Huuiel Dluc, King of Wales, made Jfye limit of A'atih-Vi 
as in regard of his chi ef territory of West Saxony (so aH 
Maltruislrwn/), which woU-imderatood impugns the ojai^ 
received for JTye'a being a general Mere instituted hyU 
and. wilhat shows you how to mend the Monk's pnUin 
text, where you read Liidwalnm regtm. omniiim JTatUtM 
cl ConstnTUinum mjem Sfolonim, cedere reffnis compuiit.* I 
plainly this iuiiutiif {by whom he means Howel hKa,'miA 
Chronicles called Rmmil) in Alhelslan's lifetime was notU 
of all TTaks, but only of the South and Western parU*! 
Powis, hia cousin Edwail Fod then having N'ortli-W4 
twixt which and the part of IToicM conquered, this lii 
was proper to distinguish. Therefore either read (?«tiM 
Hum Wdkimumi (for ia FlorcnK of Worcester and &M 
Sovedm that passage Is with OctHdentaltum Brit(mimiia 
elsR believe that Mitlmtshury mistook JTowel to be in ^ 
Stan's time, as he was after his death, sole Prince m 
Wales. In this conjecture I bad aid from L/tancarvoiisi 
tory, which in the eaine page (as learned Lhuid's editloj 
Eiiglish is) says, that Alhelsian made the River CumJiod 
frontier towards Comtmil: but there, in requital, I em 
him, and read TamWa, i.e., Tamar, dividing Devonshin] 
Cornwall; as Malmesbury hath it expressly, and the msfl 
self enough persuades. 

33. JPlu/ drave the Giants Itence, that of Ike earth were bn 
Somewhat of the Giants to the First Song ; fabulol 

' Higdon. in Polychronic. 1. cap. 43. 

* He compelled LadtKill King of Atl Wah', and Coi 
oF Seoln to leave their Crownfl. Emeudatio Historis It 
«B lib. 2. cap. 6. 

t Wtst-Waks. 926. 

X Wat-BAtonii. Caratacus LaQcarbensia in Edwalt. t'oei CoB 
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npposed begotten by Spirits upon Diocltdan's or Danaus' 
J^ughters. But here the Author aptly terms them bred of 
fke mrlh, both for that the antiquities of the Gentiles made 
^e first inhabitants of most countries as produced out of 
i2ie soil, calling them Ahorigmes and fkitriyjani, as also for 
^oiitation of those epithets of Ttiytvi7i, and nuTLsyikOj' amo 
^le Greeks, Terra, JUti among the Luiins, the very name of 
3iajits being thence* derived,— 
' Ouvtxa y^f iysvovro xal aiftarts ciigavma.* 

'^hich misconceit I shall think abused the Heathen uj 
' leir ill-uDdfirstanding of Adam's creation' and allegoric 



( Bfl. Her Albanact ; for aid, and to the Scythian deaiv. 
' JBntairCs tripartite division by Brute's three sons, Lagrin, 
Z^arnler and Alhanad, whence all beyond Seveme was styled ^ 
Oambria, the now England Loegria, and Scotlaiid Albania, is | 
"^ere showed you : which I admit, but as the rest of that ' 
'»ature, upon credit of our suspected Stories followed with 
''^ifficient justification by the Muse; alluding here to that 
Wpinion which deduces the Scots and their name from the 
'Sc^kiajis. Arguments of this likelihood have you largely in 
*»ur most excellent Antiquary. I only add, that by tradition 
'»f the Scj/thians themselves, they had very anciently a gene- 
^1 name, titling them Scohts* (soon contracted into Scots), , 
•whereas the Grwdims called the Northern all Sajthians? per- 
haps the original of that name being from Shooting ,- for I 
^.which they were especially through the world famous, as ] 
^ou may see in most passages of their iiame in old Poets ; , 

' Cnllimacli. in Hymn, Jovis. 1 

» ' Orpheua ap, Nat. Com, Mytlii)log.,6, cap, 21. I 

t * Because tney were bred of earth, and the dew of heaven. 

' mix terra. ' Herodot. Melpomene, I, 

' Ephor, ap. Strob, a. See to the FoTirth Song, 
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and tliat Ltteian's title of Toxiiris, is, as if jon should mj, 
Archer. For, the word shoot being at first of tlie f»l« 
(wLieh was very likely dispersed largely in the Nortbei 
parts) anciently was written nearer Sehyth, as among 
teatimonies, the name of Scjrce finjep,^ i.e,, llhc shootinijptf 
for the forefinger among our Saxons." 

to. Three hujuired years be/ore Rome's great faundaiioii iiii 
Take this with latitude: for between jSneas Syli 
of the Latiiis, under whoae time Brule is placed, to N\ 
in whoae second year Riyme was built, intercedes at 
three hundred and forty, and with sucli difierence 
stand the thousand until Caesar. 

43, And long hefirre home arms against the barbcavta Hn&j 
Our Btoriea teU you of ffumher King of Suns (a p 
that being Sci/lhian, lived about those parta^ which you m 
call Mar dtlk Zaimch) hia attempt and victory against Am 
nod, conflict with Zopin, and death in thia Eirer, fai 
whence they will the name. Distance of bis country, m 
the unlikeiy relation weakens my historical faith. ObHni 
you also the tiist transmigration of the ffwis, mentioned Ij 
Procopius, AgatJiias, others, and you will think this ?oI 
different from truth. And well could I think by conjeeUul 
(with a great Autiquary*) that the name was first (or thena 
derived) j|abren or Rbci:,* which in Bnlis/i, as appeata tg 
the names Abergevenni, Aberiewi, Aberhodnl, signilying ll* 
fall of the River Gevenni, Tewi, Bhodni, is as much s»l 
Jiiver's ^mouth in Englisli, and fits itself specially, in Ih^ 
' In TM Sc]^e fonan rellquiiH vooabuli nvp, i. 

, Sagittanaa. v. Goropium BeooeBeiau. 8. sive A 




' Alured. l ^ 

[. Mieotidifl Palna. 
' Leland . ad. Cyg. Cant, in fi.iill. 
* Abus dictum iathoc iGstniBriimi Ftoleoueu, 
' Girsld. Itinerat. cap. 2 et 4. 
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^ost of the Yorhshiri Rivera here cast themaelvea into one 
jSonflEence for the Ocean. Thus perhaps was Sememe first 
JBaJren,, and not from the maid there drowned, as you have 
jsefore ; bnt for that, this no place. 

* 61, To Stamford in this Isle seem'd Athens to transfer. 

Look to the Third Song for more of Bladud and his Baths, 
^ome testimony ie,^ that he went to Athens, brought thence 
■writh him four Philosophers, and instituted by them a Uni- 
, varsity at Stanford in Lincolnshire; But, of any persuading 
c:redit I find none. Only of latei time, that profession of 
^learning was there, authority is frequent. For when through 
cSiscDiding parts among the Scholars {reigning Ed. III.) a i 
«ii vision in Oxford was into the Norlkem and Southern factioi 
rfche Northern (before under Em. III. also was the like to , 
^Xf&rthampfon) made secession to this Stamford, and there \ 
I professed, until upon humble siiit by Moieji of Stratford, i 

Ohancellor of Oxford, the King* by edict, and his own pre- \ 
I senoe, prohibited them ; whence, afterward, also was that i 

Oath taken by Oxford Graduates, that they should not pro- 
I fesa at Stamford. White of Basingstoke otherwise guesses at , 
I the cause of this difference, making it the Pelarjian heresy, | 
I and of more ancient time, but erroneously. Unto this refer 
, that supposed prophecy of Merlin: — 



I 



Doctrinm siudium quod nmtc irigel ad Vada Bourn* 
AntefiTtem sadi celeh'dbifur ad Vada Saxi.i 



I 'Which you shall have Engliahed in that solemnized marriage 
\ of Thames and Msdicay, by a most admired Muse" 
^ nation, thus with advantage : 
to 

' Marlin. apnd Hard. cap. 2S. es iiadem et 
■ Jo. Ciii. Antiq. Cant. 2. Br. Twin. Ub. 8. 
• Oxcn-foni. 
\. Faery Q. lib. 4, Cant. II. Stuu. 
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And after Kim Ihefiitall 'Welland vmtt, • 

- That, if old sawe^ prove true {wMeh God forbid}, ' 
Shall drmoM all Holland * with his exc^ment, 
And shall see Stamford, ihmi.gh now homely hid,' 
Then s/j-wte in harmng more tJum ever did 
Cambridge or Oxfoid, England's goodly beamti 

Nor can you apply this but to much younger time t 
BladruFs reign. 

71. As lie those four proud Streets begati. 

Of them you sliall have better declaration to the i 
teenth Song. 

H7. There balancing his sword against her baser goli 
In that story, of Breiinus and his Oauls taking Son 
affirmed, that by Senatory authority P. Su2j>iti'us (as ft. 
bune) was Committee to transact with the enemy for let] 
the Eomm territory ; the price waa^ agreed one thooi 
pounds of gold; unjust weights were offered by the ffl 
which Sulpttiits disliking, ao far were those insolent i 
querora from mitigation of their oppressing purpoee, I 
(as for them all) Prennm to the first unjuatice of the ball 
added the poise of hia Sword also, whence, upon a mun 
ing complaint among the Romi'ns, crying Vce. victis,f B 
that to be as proverb apphed to the conquered. 

100. Against the Delphian power yd skali^d his ireful siWi 

Like liberty as others, takes the Author in affirmingi 

Brf.nnus, which was General to the Gauls in taking I 

* Tha maritimB part of Lincoltuhire, where, W'^lland a BivB 
' Li*-, dee. lib, 5.; Plutarch, in CainiUo. 
+ Wok Io fM eonijiureie. v. ver!) Stephan. ForeatuluBl 
PhiloBoph. qui Kea inter BKaininaQduia fcHtl^!, ast 01?™ - 
lapana eat. 
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^be the same which overcame Greece, and assaulted the 
Oracle. But the trutii of atory stands thus 
afflicted by one Brenniis about the year^ 3C0 after the build, 
ing, wheu the Gatds had auch a Cadmeian victory of it, thai 
fortune converted by martial opportunity, they were at lasl 
by Camilhif so put to the aword, that a reporter of thi 
slaughter was not left, as Livi/ and Plidareh (not impugned 
by Polyhlm, as Poli/dore hath mistaken) tell us.^ Ahont o 
hundred and ten years after, were tripartite excursions 
the Gauls; of an army under O&rethrius into Thract; of the 
like under Btlgins or Bolgius into Macedon and Tllyrit 
another under one Brenn-us and Acicltorius into Pannonit 
"What success Bdgius had with Ptolemy, Bumamed Ki^amoc^. 
is discovered in the same authors'' which relate to ua Brenm 
his wasting of Greece, with his violent, but somewhat volai 
tary, death; but part of this army, either divided by mutiny^] 
or left, after ApoUo's revenge, betook them to habitation in 
Thrace about the now Owislantiiu^k, where first under their 
King Comonlorius (as Pohjhius, but Livy saith under Latalius 
and Lomnorbts, which name perbapa you might correct by 
PdyUris) they ruled their neighbouring States with imposi- 
tion of tribute, and at last, grooving too populous, gent (as 
it seems) those colonies into Asia, which in Gallograeia* left 
sufficient steps of their ancient names. My compared classic 
authors^ will justify as much ; nor scarce find I material oppo- 
sition among them in any particulars; only Tragus, epito-. 
mized by Justin, is therein, by confusion of time and actioi 



* Vid, Jo. Pria. Uefena. Hiat. Brit, qui nimiiunUc errors involutilfl. 

* Thunderbolt. ' PaQaajiias Lu Phociu. * Strab. lib. 
■> Polyb.l. il,^, S.Bte. et Liv. dec. 1. lib. 5. dec. 4. lib. 8. ; Strab. 

a.lFauuui. Fhocic. l.;AppiHi. lUyrLc; Juatia. lib. 24etS5.,- PIu- 
tsrah.Cainillo, Cwteriiu ideriMque i)e2p/iu iajeatft a Phcebo grandine 
ptirtunptis. qui Fuemnt, roliqnoK iu /E^ptum cundnctoa anb atipen- 
'"■"' "'""e nit votuB SdioUaslex (irmc. -' 



. ■ 
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somewhat abiiscd; which hath caused thtit < 
wliich take liistorical liberty (poetical is a]lotrable}tud 
Unnmis which sacked /("//«, and him that died at fl^ 
the same. Examination of time uakea it appareiitl}' i 
nor indeed doth the British Chronology endure uur Ba 
to be either of them, as Pdijd&re and JJuchtrnan lart 
etrved, But want of the Britkh name moves nol 
against it ; seeing the people of this AVcstern part wea 
until a good time after those wars,' atyled bj the task 
Gauls or Celts; and those which would have ransackiil 
Oracle are siud by CaUimadius to Lave come 

Which as well fits ua as Gaul. And thus much also obd 
that those names of Brennnif and Belimis, being of J 
note, both in signification and personal emiuencyi i 
likely enough, there being many of the &.ime uameini 
and Britain, in several ages such identity made confua! 
story. For the first, in this relation appears whiLt vi 
was of it ; as also SCrenihin and Brmnin In the BrUii 
but significant words for Kiwj: and peradventure ahsf 
ordimiiy a name among these Westerns, as J'/utradt 
Ptolemy in j'Egijpl, Agag among the Antaleidlen, A^ 
^iconiedes, Alecada, Sqphi, Ccesar, Oiscing, among thn 
ikiam, Bithywians, Thessalians, PersiaTis, Jifimans, aa 
Kentish Kings, which the course of History shows yoB^ 
the other, you may see it usual in names of their (dd I 
as Cam-Bdin in Oxaar, Cuno-Bclin and Oi/ni-Belin in I 
and Dio, and perhaps Cam-Bwules in Pnitsanias, UuS 
(whose steps seem to he in Abellivs' a Gaitlish, and] 
* Fi'om the utmost West. ] 

' Vet. Inaoript. iu Cumbria, et apad Jon. Scalig. ad AuHHt. I 
9. et nd. lUiodigm. lib. IT. cap. 28. Flora de Be'ino, aive Bdat 
AjxiHiiiP. Gallioo, Pet. PitlileUBAdvera. Subaeo. lib. 1. cap,3.qd 
■"imi irnpd ri 'EsijeoXuc Pbiebi epitlicton autumat, *vid« ooUl] 
d Nutaiamata; et aea ad Cant. IX. I 




ETUE EIGHTH SOiXG. ' 211 ^H 

a BrUish, God) was tlie name among them of a wor-^^^| 
iBbipped Idol, as appears in Aiisonma; and the same ^vitb^^^^ 
LApollo, which also by a most ancient BrUish coin, stamped ^^^ 
twith Apollo playing oa his Harp, circumscribed wilh " 
iCVNO-BELIN, is showed to have been expressly 
latnong the BrUons. Althongh I know, according to their 
mee, it might bo added to Ctmo {which was the first part otj 
naany of their regal names, as you see in Cuneglas, Cjpujeto^ 
\rii^ CbngoUtau, and others) to maJce a significant word, as if 
lyon should say, t/ie ycllmc King; for Belin in Brilish is yelloic^ 
But seeing the very name of their Apollo so well-fitted withj 
that colour, which to Apollo* is commonly attributed (an^ 
observe that their names had usually some note of colour \xe 
Hhem, by reaaon of their custom of painting themselves} Xl 
^suppose they took it as a fortunate concurrence to bear an^ 
■honored Deity in their title, as we see in the names of ' 
*Merodacli and Evil-MerodaiJi among the Babylonian Kings 
"from Merodadi,^ one of their false goda ; and like examples 
•may be found among the old Emperors. Observe also that 
*m BrUish gcEealogies, they ascend always to £e/«i the Great 
• {which is supposed Heli, father to Lud and CassiMin) as you 
'aee to the Fourth Song ; and here might yon compare that 
*of EeP in the Puitic tongue, signifying Phteivs, and turned J 
linto Bclus ; but I will not therewith trouble you. Howso.^ 

■ ever, by this I am persuaded fwhensoever the time were ofl 
'our Belinus) that Bolgus in Pausanias, and Belgius in Justim 
■were mistook for Belinus, as perhaps also Prausiis in Slraba 
r (ir. supplying* ofttimes the room of jS.) generated of Brennvgi 
•corrupted. In the story I dare follow none of the modeml 

■ erroneously-transcribing relaters or seeming correctors, but ] 



s Ca..I. Rhodii ■ 
» EuBtath. 



'dig. Antiq. Lect. 1. cap, 6, 

au Dionya. Perieg. uti A/irpoi, < 



poly-olbion; 

Fbave, aa I might, took it from the best self.foimtaina, inil 
l.only upon them, for trial, I put myself. 

1U7. whence Cymbrica it took. 

That Northern promontory now Jutland, part 
I jyanisk Kingdom, is called in Geographers Ct/mlirka Che» 
I itesua, Irom name of the people inhabiting it. And tlw 
I which will the Cymhrinm, Cambrians, or Cumriaas, fon 

■ Camber, may, with good reason of conse'iuence, imagine ltd 

■ the name of thia Chersonese is thence also, as the Autltf 
i here, by liberty of his Muse. But if, with Gm-oplus, Camii*: 
I and other their followers, you come nearer truth and deiivi 
V them from Gomtr* son to Japhd, who, with his poateri^, 

had the North-western part of the world ; then shall yoi 
s it were, the accent upon Chersonese giving the miai 
' significant note of the Country; the name of C^briuM, 
Cimmerians, Cambrians, and Cumrians, all as one in substanct 
being very comprehensive' in these climates ; and perliaj* 
because this promontory lay out bo far, under near siiI] 
degrees latitude (almost at the utmost of Plohnafs gw 
graphy) and so had the first Winter days no longer thai 
between five and six hours, therein somewhat (and more 
than other neighbouring parts of that people, having no 
particular name) a^eeing with Homei'^ attribute of dull- 
ness to the Cimmerians, it Had more specially this title. 

i!9. To wise Molmutius' laws her Martian J?i-si did frame. 

I Particulars of Molmutius' laws, of Church-liberty, freedom 

of ways, husbandry, and divers other, are in the BrUiti 

story, affirming also that Q. Marlia made a Book of Lam, 

* Trammutation of G. into O. wfta, anciently, often and easy, U 
Lim'au ahewa. lib. de pronunciat. Lin^. Ijatin. cap. 13, 
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translated afterward, and titled by King Alfred Mejicenkje.* I 
Indeed it appears that there wera three sorts of laws* in 1 
the Saroii Heptarchy, MejicBn-laj*, Dan-laje ■jpej-Cj-aKen-Uixe J 
i.e., the Mneian, Danish, and West-Saj:on law; all which I 
three had their several territories, and were in divers things I 
compiled into one volume by C'nvt, and examined in that. J 
Norman constitution of their new Common-wealth. But^ 
as the Danish and West-Sai/m had their name from partica'l 
lar people; so it seems, Lad the Mercian from that Kingdom^ 
of Merdand, limited with the Lancashire River Merset/ to^^ 
ward Northumberland, and joining to Wahs, having eithei^| 
^om the River that name, or else from the word Mapc.^H 
because it bounded npon most of the other Kingdoms; a^H 
you may see to the Eleventh Song. ^| 

15H. ire wlwse eternal imiae, H 

Gj'eai London still sluill live V 

King LwVs re-edifying Tiviptovant {first built by iFruteJf.B 
and thence leaving ihe name of Cmr Lud, afterward tumei'B 
(as they say) into London., is not unknown, scarce to anj^j 
that hath but looked on Ludi)itle's inner frontispice ; and. I 
in old rhymes" thus I have it expressed : I 

ffinnllflj Ijt [tte maht al aliaiitt aiiB mUi lip nut) »oun I 

Sntl afltc Lud tlj.it lu.is id nnmt Ijt diipctic it Luds Lowne. I 
€i)t l)(vtE iLite of lIjE toiin tljnt iim stoul lljcvc mt) ifi M 

JUt Itt I}it duple Ludg^te after is oliic name iluiei, fl 

9;t Itt ^im ti]o Ijt tD3S icts iiiivti at tijulht fate H 

Cljci'tnort nut aTler ijim mt dupcttj it Ludegnte. V 

* Garvaa. Tillmrieiieis <Ie Scturcorio. 1 

* Look to the Eleventh tiong. I 
t A limit or bound. * Roll. Uloceatmia. I 
t But it IB affirmed that King fair* daughter, iiiathur Co Caiitdiv M 

tiiif tho Great, walled this Rett, aud t'okhedrf aUo. nuntiugUntl 
Ub. I. ct .SiuLoa Uunelmena. ap. Stnv. iu niititill Loudinl. I ftboQfl 
ftTB&euWy »peak of her also. ^^H 
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C!]t touti me tlupel^ tljat ii tuiUt (outi) 

Siiti ttolu lilt iliipcti) it London tljat ts Iigj(]tfi' in tl)t inatil|.| 

9ii1] new Troy il I)ct trc, ;iiill itou it ii go ago 

C^at Londoa ft ii nolu icluptl) aiib tuort^ tucrr mo. 

Judicious reformers of fabulous report I know have ioM' 
eerious derivations of the name : and seeing conjecture ij 
free, I could imagine, it might be called at first Ktan Sini 
».c., iU Temple of Diana, as EfiancSiiui, S,t)an i&It^iij 
aijan JPaUtm Kfliitor, lljaii Kair, i.e., S. Deu^/.% S. St^lm'^ 
S. Paierii the Great, 5'. Mary ; and Vtrulam is by fi'. ZMJ 
derived from !3rr'lf]ail, t.e., the Cliurdi jgoow W/e ffiwr Vf'^ 
witli divers more such places in tfalea.' and so afterwiri 
by strangers turned into Lovdinium^ anil the like. Fof| 
thatiJiVina and her brother ApoUo (under name of Bdii^ 
were two great Deities among the Mritons, what is reU 
next before, Ccesar's testimony of the Oavls; and that ^ 
had her Temple there where PuuVs is, relation in CftmAi 
discloses to you. Now, that the antique course was to titll 
their Cities ofttiraes by thffname of their power adored ii 
them, is plaiu by lielh-el among the Uebrews, Hd^A 
(which in HolyWrit^ is call'd iroii'-no) in -^gypt, and tN 
same in Ortece, Pluenkia, elsewhere ; and by AOiens mme^ 
from Minerva. But especially front this supposed deity a 
IMana (whom in substance Homer no less gives tlie epilbd 
of 'EjuirraToX;;* than to I'aJias) have divers bad their tiUtti 
as Aiiemisium in Italy, and Eubcea, and that Bwiculi^ il 
■^gyp^i so called from the same word, signifying iu j^mftiHat 
both a Cat and Diana. 

■xi. Tlwse. arm^d stakes tn Thames- 
lie means that which now we call Cuimy sta 

' London derived. ' Jirme, cap. 43. comm, ult^ 

• Patron of Cities, v. Homer. Hymn. ad. Diaa. 

* Stepban. vtpi ttoX. in BdhEh'c. Herodot hb. /3. 
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t, where only, the Tluimtx being without boat paBsabl* 
^he Britons fixed both on tha bank of their side, and in tlie 
■tfater, sharps stakes, to prevent the Romans coming ovlt ; 
r jbnt in vain, as the stories tell you. 

"■I -207, And mwe Hum Cffisar got, three Emperors could not 'win.fi 
^ Understand not that they were resisted by the Britons, 
'■ but that the three anccessora of Julius, i.e., Aiujuslius, Tihe- 

* Ci'iw, and Caligula, never so mnch as with force attempted 

* the Isle, although the last after King CumhdiiCs son AdntKU 
■ nius his traitorous revolting to him, in a seeming martia3 

' vehemency, made^ all arm to the British voyage, but suAj 

' denly in the German shore (where ho then was) like him 

' self, turned the design to a jest, and commanded the a 

to gather cocliles. 

21ft. Came ivUh his body uak'd, his hair dowft to his walsl. 

In this Caradoc (being the same which at large you hav^ 
in Tacihis and Dio, under name of Caralacus and dUaractt 
and is by some Scotlish Historians drawn much too fa^fl 
Northward) the author expresses the ancient form of kM 
Triton's habit. Yet I think not that they were all nalted^l 
but, as is affirmed^ of the GauU, down only to the navel ^ 
so that on the discovered part might be seen (to the terroi 
of their enemies) those pictures of beasts, with which* thejd 
painted themselves. It is justifiable by Ccr.nr, that they ' 
tised to shave all except their h«ad and upper lip, and wore 
very long hair ; but in their old coins I see no such thing: 
warranted ; and in later times'"' about 400 years ainc" 
especially attributed to them that they always 
lieads close for avoiding Ahealon'a misfortune. 
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v». The Oolonp long Ixjit at MaldoQ— 
Old HiBtoriana and Geographers call tliis Camakivxm^ 
which BOme' have absurdly thought to be Cumobf infU 
Scntlhh Shrifedom of Slirlinij, others have s<^ught it e!W 
where : hut the English Light of antiquity {Camdm) litj 
liurely found it at this MiUdim in Jiase-j; where was a Bmi^ 
Colony, as also at Gloctsl-er, Clteder, York, and perhaps it 
Colch^ster,^ which proves expressly {against vulgar allowanoij 
that there was a time when in the chiefeet parts o! ttM 
Southern Britany the liwmin laws were iiaed,^ as every on* 
that knows tlie meaning of a Colony (wliich bad all thai 
rights and institutions deduced^with it) must coufess. T^ 
was destroyed upon discontentment taken by the Ictninal 
Trtnobanin (now Norfolk, Svffdk, Middlesex, and Essex noj 
for intolerable wrongs done to the wife and posterity dl 
Piiisutngiiii King of the Icens by the lioma-ns,^ which tU 
King {as others in like form) thought, but vainly, to ))X'\ 
prevented by instituting Nero, then Emperor, bis heir. TW 
signs, which the Author speaks of, were, a strange, an^ i| 
it were, voluntary falling down of the Goddess Vidor^ 
statue, erected by the Eomam here ; women, as distrsctedl 
singing their overthrow ; the ocean looking bloody ; M 
couth bowlings in their assemblies, and such like, Petili» 
Ceratlis, Lieutenant of the Ninth Legion, coming to uA 
lost all his foot-men, and betook himself with the n 
fortified tents. But for this read the history. 

277. Bi/ poison end liei- days ~ 

So Tucilm; but Dh, that she died of sickness. 



r^^ 



' Hector. Boat. lib. 3. " Antiq. Insciipt. Lapideie. et Noml 

' V. Forteai^t, do laud. Leg. Ajjg. cap. 17. et Vitutn ~" " 
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9 written diversely VooMcia, Soodicia, Eimdima, and ij 
Sottdkea : sbe was wife to PrasiUagus, of wliom last before. J^ 

It 305. A greater foe io as in mur own hmeels hred. 

f E^ery atory^ of the declining British state will tell youfl 
ftrliat miseries were endured by the hostile irruptions of ^eott^ 
tbnd Pids into the Southern jiart. For the passage here of 
Iblieni, know, that the Scottish stories, which begin their 
fecmtiuued Monarchic government at Ferguze, affirm the Picis 
l(from the Scythian territories) to liave arrived in the i 
ifidland, and thence passed into Scotland some 250 yearo-fl 
After the Scots first entering Brittiin, which was, by accountjIT 
bibout 80 years before onr Saviour's birth, and thence t 
tbinued these a State by themselves, until King Kenneth 1 
^■bout 840 years after Christ utterly supplanted them. 
(Others, as Bedis and his followers, make them elder in the ' 
■Isle than the Scots, and fetch tliem out of Ireland ; thfr I 
,\SrUish story {that aU may be discords) says, they entered f 
tAlbaniti under conduct of one Sodejic their King (for s 
^.you must read in Monmouth* and not Londiic, as the print I 

lin that and much other mistakes) and were vahantly op- f 
gposed by Manus then King of Britons, Eoderic slain, and 
iCailienes given them for habitation. This Maiiua is placed 
J'with Vespasian, and the gross differences of time make all 
IsuapioiottB ; so that you may as well believe none of tliem, 
jias any one. Kather adhere to learned GamJcn, making t! 
, Pids very jjenuiue Britons, distinguished only by ac' * 

name, as in him you may see more largely. 

1 Pictorom iu Britaimia (potin« Piutonnm, ita r 
' metumit Bomonorum PanegyriBteB ille inter sli 
BnuomiiB ftdloquitur, et, si placet, mIbbb Bumf 

et Bucliaimii. lib. 2. B«r. Scotio. unt Uanuleni 

GlooeatriiiBi dicuntur )9i(ais. 

* Oolfroilua Monuinethendis correctus, et i 
wariwi lego yttlinaria. 
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^^K sio, Arviragus ofmrsjiraf taking toproled. 

^^H His marriagii vt\\h (I know not what) Oenma, <Uu^ 

I W^ to Ctniulimt the habitude of friendship twixt Jiame and bii 

after compofiitimi with {'espasian then, uuder the Kmpa 
employed in the BrUUh war, tho cotamon story relitJ 
This is AiVtitaijus, which Jimenal^ speaks of. Polijdaft rellS 
him to Nero'i time, otliers rightly to Domitian, becausBl 
'leed the Poet- then flo^iriahed. That fabulous HecturBc^ 
ii);ikes him the same with PhasuiTagns, as he calls hiin,^ 
Tacilm ,- he means PriKatagus, having mis-read Tadlai i 
copy. I 

:iu. This luippiness wt have Clirist Crucified to know. | 
Near 180 after Christ (the chronology of Bede herdnl 
plainly false, and ohserve what I told you of that Idntil 
the Fourth Song) this Lacim upon request to Pope fli 
Ihtrius received at the hands of Fugathu^ and Dwmik 
Holy Baptism j yet so, that hy Jos^h of Anmailatt A 
whom to tho Third Song) seeds of true Reli^on ware hS 
lieforo sown : by some I find it, without warrant,* offim 
I tliat ho converted Areiragm, 

(SnU gaut i^im tl)rn a shilde of dilticr white, 
J S Crosse'' ciiHtons anil QtitrtijlDact full jjtrfttt, 
, djrSc mims \atxt KitM llfraugl) all IStit^iue 
I dF'or A rommon sialic tnt\) man to hnaln ijis uatton 
dTrom nirmieB, taiini) noio Int tM mtaint, 
|| , &. Georges acmtS- 

But thus much collect, that, although until Tjuciw<fit \ 
not a Christian King (for you may well suspect, rati 

I I ^ Sotir. 4. ' Siudaa in Javenali. 

J ■" These nanieB are very difierantly written. 

f I ' ¥,x. Nennin Hording, cap. 48. Aet Codioea ii, quos oauanlin 

Ll mi; A'fjinit antiquoa contigit, huiuflce rei parilm giint memoroB. 
W ° S. QeoTiji's oroBs. 



ehy, for 



THE EIGHTH SONG. 



■2Vi 



iny, for waut of better authority, this of ATviragus) yet 
inlesa you believe the tradition of Guiidaser^ King of Ind'j, 
inverted'^ by S. Thomas, or Ahagai^ King of Edessa, to i 
•horn those letters written, as is supposed, by our Saviour's 
wa baud, kept as a precioas relic in ConstaiJiinople* uulil I 
"le Emperor Isaamts Atigelus, as my authors say, were sent) i 
. is apparent that Ihis Inland had the first Christian Kinff in ] 
te ivorld, and clearly in Europe, for that you cite not Tibe- I 
liis bis private seeming Christianity (which is obserTed out 
£ Terlidlian) even in whose time also Gildas afScms, Brilam I 
ras comforted with wholesome beams of rehgioua Light. 
Tot mach different from this age was Donald first King 
Siiristian of the Scots; so that if priority oft-time swayed ' 
., and not custom (derived from a communicable attribute j 
iven by the Popes) that name of Mosi Chridit?.n should 
etter fit our Sovereigns than the French. This Luchu, by 
elp of those two Christian aids, is said to Lave, in room \ 
f three Axch-/'tomi!w and twenty-eight Flaraim (through i 
'hose doctrine, polluting sacrifioes and idolatry reignod 
ere instead of true service) instituted three Archbishoprics 
t London, York, and Caei'-Uoii upon Usk, and twenty-eight 
tishoprics; of them, all beyond Miimber subject to Yorh; 
U the now Wales to Caer-lemt; to London, the now England 
rith Cornwall. And so also was the custom in other , 
Jountries, even grounded upon S. Peler's own command, to 
nake substitution of Arch-bishops or Patriarchs to Arch- , 
'^'lamiiis, and Bishops to Flamins, if you believe a Pope's"* i 
ifisertiou. For Yorh, there is now a Metropohtan See ; | 
yier-leon had so until the change spoken of to tliu Fifth i 
iong ; and London, the Vallhcdroi Church being at S, Pater's i 

' Kiret ChrUliaii Sing in the world. J 

* Abdiaa Hiat. A^tolic. lib. 0, Eluseb. lib. 1. cap. 13. j 

^■^* Nicet. Ckoniat. in Ajidronic. Comnen. Lb. 2. j 

^HH Niuophnr. Calliat. lib. 2. cap. 7. et 8. J 

^■^ Biatmct. 80 o. in Ulia. C'lemena PP. J 
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in ComhiU, until translation of the pall^ to ( 

Augaslint, sent liitlier by Gregory the First anj 
EtMbert, according to a propLeuy of Merlin, that C 
s/iould fail, and then reeire lohen Uie See of London nHim 
Canterbury, as, after coming of the Saxons, it did. ' 
moved that ambitious Gilbert oi Polioth Bishop of ZumiiinJ 
challenge the Primacy of Englatid ; for which he is bi 
taxed by a groat Clerk^ of the same time. If I odd to 
Britisli glory that thia Lveius was cause of like conva 
in JJaiwia and I.'hetiii, I should nut of my bounda. ' 
learned Mrirk Jc^stc. and others, Lave enough itiuti 
be red it. 

SBi. Conatantius' wmihy wife I 

That 18 Helen,'' wife t.o Cmstantiits or Consians C7JoWtl 
Emperor, and mother to CundanHne the Groat, daagllter j 
CuiU King of BriUtin, where Conslaniine was by har hm4 
forth.* Do not object Nicqikorm Callistus that eiToneiwj 
affirms him born in Ihrpanum of BUhynia, or Jid. iWfflii 
that says at Tttrsiis, up on which testimony (jj ot uncorrnpU 
a great Critic*' hath violently offered to deprive ns botK 
him and his mother, affirming her a Bithynian ; nor a 
advantage of Cedrmus, that will have Dacin bis birth-a 
But our HistorieB, and, with them, the Lathi Ecclesiai 
relation (in passages of her Invention of tlie CroSB, I 
such like) allowed also by Cardinal Baronius, make 1 
thus a Mrilisli woman. And for great Conslanline's birtS 
this land you shall have authority; against wliicli I wod 

' Y. Kenulpk in Epiat, ad L«onem PP. apuil G. Maimed. Id 
de reg. et I. de Pootific. vide Biiaingetooli. Hist. 9, not IJ. Btl 
Survey ot London, pug. 479. 

' Joaim. Camotena. in EpiatoL 272. 

' Helm mother to CoTis-lanlinf. * Constanfh)i' ham in Brfll 

5 Mfttbesewa. liL. 1. cap, 4. 

' Lips, de Eom. magnitud. lil). 4. tap. 11. uiiiihiai Inpsne. 
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[fcl' lApdm durst oppose his conceit. In au old Panegy- 
JW,^ speaking to C(mstantin6 : Libemvit ilk (he means liia 
'\ther) Biitannias servUule, in eUam noUles illic orieiido /e- J 
*^H ,-* and another, foriunata tt nwK omnibus beatior ten-is I 
^tritannia, qua Consianlinum Ctesarem prima vidisli.f Tliesa I 
^bight persuade that Firmicusvert corrupted, seeing tlieyl 
%ved when they might know aa much of this as he. 7\7-B 
'^korus and Cedrenus are of ranch later time, and deserve I 
•lo undoubted credit. But in certain oriental admonitions' I 
•)f State (newly published by Jolm MeurHus Professor of '* 
'Efreef; story at Leydtii) the Emperor Constaidim PorphjToge- 
^leies advises his son Romanus, that !ie should not take him 
B 'wife of alien blood, because all people dissonant ftvm the 
government and manners of the Empire by a law of Con- ■ 
slanline, established in S. Sophie's Church, were prohibited I 
the height of that glory, excepting only the Franks, allowing .1 
them this honour on xa! «ir4e ^Ii^ yhim dwi rZtv t 
Sff^£ jUEg5i,J; which might make you imagine him born in 
Gavl ; let it not move you, but observe that this Foi-phyro- ] 
gemtes lived about 700 years since, when it was (and among J 
the Twis still is) ordinary with those Gncks to calP all I 
(especially the Western) Europeans by the name of Franh,* 
as they did themselves Eomnns. Why then might not wo '. 
be comprehended, whose name, as Enylhh, they scarce, as 
it seems, knew of, calling ns Indinf ,-" and indeed the indo^ 

' PnnegyHc. dixerint licat, MoMmiauo, etc. 

* He treed Britain of bondage, Thoa ennobledat it with thy birth, i 
t U hapiv Britain that tint of all sawest Gotwtantitie. Fanegyrio. \ 

Facerem. (Joialaaimo. ' 

* ConBtantin. Poqihyragenet, de lulminiat. imperio, cap. 29. Jo, i 
Lovinmma ftd Panegyric. 5. haiit multiira hlc mocam — 

* BeoauHB ho wna born in those parts. 
' Histor. Orientalca pasaim et Tham^ta ConBtaatiui, cnm suprjb 

citato libra. ' 

* Euraptant called Frankf. 
" Nicot. Chtniist. 2. Isaac. Angel. £. ntt. 'I/jcXivdi. 
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finite fonn of apeecli, in the author I cite, shtfm M 

meant some remote place by the Franks, admitting bl 
intended only but what we now call French. U ym J 
believe one of our countrymen^ that lived ahoutfal 
lie was bum in London ; others think he was bom at Ia| 
of tlint, I determine not. Of this Htkn, her r 
finding the Cross, good deeds in walling Lojtdm afli \ 
cJiester {which in honour of lier, tJiey say, bears » t^ 
between four Crowns, and for tlie Invention she is yet (4 
brated in Holy-rood day in May) and of this f'twwfcinftmli 
son, a mighty and religious Emperor (although I IchukH 
taxed for no small faults by Ecclesiastic writerB) thai! 
this air received his first hght and life, oar Jirilonf^ta 
not unjustly : as in that spoken to King Arthur.- 
ilcbi it tuovtl) itnVtti tljat Sibtic tljt ^aqc gcitt biiiotc 
Cljrit tijctt adoHj ot Brutaice ti)Vf men bt pborc 
Cljflt fiSnlUt loinne tiir aunifint of Rome ; of ttotgt uBo it 
Ss oE Bely* antt Conatantin, aiili ti)ou art lljc t^rdlcnli 
For this Hih'jlh who she was, I must take day to tell job 
sw. AgaiTisl t!ie Arian Seel at Aries having tvime. ' 
In the Second Coujicil' at Arks in Proveiice, held ml 
Constanliim and Sylvtstei; is subscribed the name of Re^ 
Bishop of London., th« like respectively in other Conn 
spoken of by the Author. It is not unfit to note here t 
in later time the use hath been (when and where Ba 
Supremacy was acknowledged) to send always to Gen 
Councils, out of every Christian State, some Bishops, , 
bots and Priors ; and I find it affirmed by the Clergy un 
Han. W,* that, to a General Council, only four Bishops 

' G. StephanideB de Londino. Baaingstoch. Hist. 6, i 
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1 sent out of Engiaiid. So, by reason of this course J 
Ided to State-allowance afterward at home, were tliose J 
jftnona received into our law ; as of Biijamij in the Council i 
tj Lyoits, interpreted by Parliament under Ed. I. ; of Ha- J 
pities in the Council of Laieran, held by Innocent IILI 
fiigning our King /oSre; aod the law of L^^w in Benefices ■ 
■Ad so its ground from that Council of Zaterun in 1179J 
L sider Alexander the Third, whither, for our part, wore.B 
,ent Hugh Bishop of Durham, John Bishop of iVoriricA, B 
Robert Bishop of Hereford, and Eaitiold Bishop of 5ni/j,with1 
livers Abbots, where th^ Canon^ was made for presentation I 
ivlthin BIX months, and title of Lapse, given to the Bishop I 
^ case the Chapter were Patron, from the Bishop to them* 
Lf he were Patron ; which, although, in that, it be not lawB 
'with us, nor also their difference between a lay'' and eccle-1 
Biastio patron for number of the months, allowing the lay-' 
Tuan but four,^ yet ehewa itself certainly to be the originiil 
(of that custom anciently and now used in the Ordinary's 
jicollation. And hither Henry of Bradon* refers it expressly ; 
by whom you may amend John le BnUm,^ and read Zaterai 
instead of Lyons about this same matter. Your conceit, I 
) truly joining these things, cannot but perceive that Canons I 
, and Constitutions, in Pope's Councils, absolutely never 1 
I bound na in other form, than, fitting them by the square oSm 
English law and policy, our reverend Sages and Baronage* 
allowed and intarpreted" them, who in their formal Writs*| 
would mention them as law aild custom of the Kjngdom,J 
and not otherwise, 

' G. NonbrigenB. (cajng oditionem auporaai et Jo. Picurdi aimotip-^l 
tioQBH conBulaa) lib. 3. cap. 3. et Hovedenns habent inaaa, qiiiB ann^W 
CoiiBtitutioneB. ' Estrnvag. Conceaa. priebend. o. 2. I 

• 6. Deuret. tit. jure, patronat. §. Vornm. c. ui * 

* lib, 4. traot. 2. cap. (i. 
' Brittonus emendatua cap. Dtil licitllfons 92. 
D, Ed, Coke. lib. de jure Begis Boclosiiutio, 
' Kegist. Orig. fol. 4a. 
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3i:, Eleven thousand mwds i^nt IhoM imr/rimdi a] 
Our common story affirms, that ia time of Gratiai 
Emjjeror, Conan Kh'^ i>f Aiitwric. Brititin (which mu " 
with 3. Colony of tliis Isle by this Cokoh and Ha 
(itherwide Maximian that slew Gratian) having wo 
the npighh. Hiring (7auh, desired of I>inoth Regent of 
wall,* ur (if J'O" will) of onr Britain (by acarneM uE " 
80 to c^tnblish and continue love in tho postcai^otV 
countries) that he might liimEclf match with Viaolii'titu 
ter Ursttlii, and with her a comjietent mtihitnde of Taj 
might he sent over t^ furnish liis unwired Batcbda 
whereupon were 11,000 of the nobler blood with CU 
and 60,000 of meatier rank (elected out of divers pottJ 
the Kingdom) shipped at London'' for satisfaction of tiiisn 
(juest. In the coast of Gn vl, they were by tempest diquW 
some ravished by the Ocean; others for chaste dmsi'l 
their maiden-heads to Guaine and Melga, Kings of B* 
and Pick (whom Grulian had animated against Mraiim,> 
usurping title of the British Monarchy) were miseraUjI' 
to the sword iu some German coast, whither misfoiw 
carried them. But because the Author slips it over iridi 
touch, yon shall have it iu such old Verse, as I have* 
Chifi maiUens berc iigaHrcti Miij la London comr 
fflaiit bjcvt (jiali tltcrof iEiiQ hicl %axvi flame 
QTIial hit' BsoID of loutit Inrnbr nnU neu est hor'' ItttSsi 
9utt some to lest hor m^iticnhati btucu bor to be. 
Zho hti toerc in 5si|icB nDo, nuti in tlir sc bcr h>erc 
So gucl tenipisl Ihcr loinr that SroC hem here anil tlui 
So tlut the niesleliel" atircineli tucre in the sr 
^na to Dthet lonUB some ^artue that ne came nmrr B{p 

' See in the Ninth Song. 

^ But Bee to the Fonrtecnth Song, of Covfutrii. 

' Rob. Glocefltrons. * They. '^ Their. 

' Mont part. ' Again. 



II TEE EIGHTH SOiXa. -^^^M 

■ting therE tnaa or ^ungtr^, Qaaine. hi^ia his name, ^H 

p Melga ^t. Picarditi^ that couthe inoii of faint, ^^M 

it InaterB bar to lohi aboule rite 9c hti bjete ^H 

com|iante cf tiiie ntanUcns sa that hfi met there, ^^M 

>"Ca hoi' folic hii tnoIQe home nfine- anD hor men ale? ^^M 

^St die iiiaDQens tuolU rather Utc tfian coitcenln thereto ^^| 
» Gfao hientir boith the luther^ mm anO the maiDeua slob) 
* ethone 

^ Aa that to the lasse Brutaine ti^ere ne come alitte none. 

■* Some lay all this wickedness absurdly {for time enduro? 
it not) to AUila!^ charge, who reigned King of Runs abouj 
450 (above sixty years after Gralian) and affirm their aaffep 
ing of this (as tbey call it) martyrdom at Coiogm, whither, 
in at the mouth of Shine, they were carried ; others also 
particulai'ly tell you that there were four companiona to 
Ursula, in greatness and honour, their names' being i'yn- 
nosa, Cordula, Eleulkeria, Flwenlm, and that under these 
were to every of the 11,000 one President, Iota, Beni^ia, 
Cleiitenlia, SapiejUia, Car^ophoTa, Colitmba, Bmedkta, Odiliu, 
Celyndris, Sibylla, aud Lucia; and that, custom at Cologne 
hath excluded all other bodies from the place of their 
burial. The strange multitude of 71,000 Virgins thus to 
be transported, with the difference of time (the moat excel- 
lent note to examine truth of histoiy by) may make you 
doubt of the whole report. I will not justify it, but only 
admonish thus, that those our old Stories are in this foU 
lowed by that great Historian Saronius, allowed by Francis t^ 
Bar, White of Basmjsloke ; and before any of them, by that^ 
learned Abbot Triiemm, beside the Mai'tyrologiea, wliioh 
to the honour of the 11,000 have dedicated the lltb day 



' Of the Piuta, ' Them take. ' Lewd, 

* Hector, Bnet. Hist. Scotic. 7. ex antiqaioribus, veriia 
' Usuard. JdartTTolog. 21| Octob, 
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of our October. But indeed how they can stand iritifi 

in some copies of Nmnivs^ we read, I cannot see : it 
there reported, that those Britons which went thither^ 
Mamims (the same man and time with the former) tn 
them Gaulish wives, and cut out their tongnes, leal ft 
should pOBHesB their children of Gaulish langua^ ; vm 
our Wclih called them afterward Sti[)it«ClSttlion,* bean 
they spake confusedly. I see^ that yet there is great sffiuf 
twist the British Ai-mmic, and the Jf'elsh, the first (to p 
you a taste) saying, ftoii Xat) ))El)unit Sou tn cfaoti, the idk 
Ch taH pc l)toii fUbit jin jt miatVn for Ovr Father uAicii^ 
m heaven; hut I auspect extremely that fabulous longw 
cutting, and would have you of the two, believe rather 4< 
Virgins, were it not for the exorbitant number, and tint, 
against infallible credit, our Historians mix witli it Odvw'! 
surviving Mwdmus ; a kind of &ult that makes often ti« 
vei-y truth doubtful 

309. Than from the Scythian ^piw whence they Ikemsekes duv ] 
He means the Saxons, whose name, after learned men," 
to the Fourth Song derived from a ScJ/lhian nation, fi 
pleases the Muse in this passage to speak of that origiBil 
as mean and unworthy of comparison with the TrtM" 
Siitish, drawn out of Jupiter's blood by Fenvs, Anchisis, sri 
^nens; I justify her phrase, for that the Scythian 
deed poor, yet voluntarOy, not through want, living com 
monly in field-tents ; and (as our Germans in Tacitus) f 
Stoical, as not to care for the future, having provision fe 
the present, from nature's liberahty. But, if it were worit 
examining, you might find the Scythian as noble and wortlil 

' Sunt enim antiijui codiceH qniboa hoc meriti deeat, aecDOD si 
~~"Ta illnd non iireptaBae, sentira sam potia. 
If-eilont. 
1. Morul, Coamog. part. 2. lib, 3. cap. 15. 



TBE EIGHTH SONG. 



ra nation aa any read of; and each a one aa tlie English ant 
iBthers might be as proud to derive themselvea from, aa any.1 
arThich do search for their anceators' glory in Troian aaheB. 
\fif jou believe the old report* of themBelvea, then can you 
0aot make them leas than descended by Tujrgttaus from Aj»- 
^er and Boryslhenes ; if what the Greeks, who, aa afterward 
^he Eomaiis, accounted and styled all barbarous except 
utihemselvea ; then you must draw their pedigree through 
^^goihyrsas, Gelonus, and Scytha, from Herculeii ; neither of 
l4)hese have, in this kind, their superior, If among them, 
(■you desire learning, remember Zamolxis, Dicmeus, and Atui- 
j charsis before the rest. For although to some of these 
, other patronymics are given, yet know that anciently (which 
I for the present matter observe seriously) aa all. Southward, 
U -were cail'd j^lhi(^ans; all Eastward, Indians; all West, 
I Celts; 80 all Northerns were styled Scythians; as Ephoms^ 
is author, I could add the honourable allegories, of those 
their Golden Yoke, Plough, Hatchet, and Cup sent from 
I heaven, wittily enough delivered by Qm-cpius,'^ with other 
. conjectural testimoiiies of their worth. But I abs 
Buch digression. 



r^ancE^H 
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isbeB. ^^^ 



LHerodot. Melpom. i. ' A] 

» AmMoaiu. Beccest 
END OF VOL. I.* 
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